Executive Summary of Canada’s National Report on

Implementation of the Fourth Summit of the Americas

Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian dollars.  The headings below are drawn from the Mar del Plata Plan of Action, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance”.
I. CREATING DECENT WORK

Occupational Health and Safety, Gender Equality, Eliminating Child Labour
· Canada contributed $550,000 to strengthen occupational safety and health in Central America, Belize, and the Dominican Republic; $294,000 to International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour projects in the Caribbean, Costa Rica, Colombia, Haiti, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua; and, $233,000 to the Women's Empowerment Program (EMPODEM) in Guatemala.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Combating smuggling and trafficking
· Canada amended its Criminal Code to create three new indictable offences specifically addressing human trafficking, and announced measures to strengthen its response to the needs of victims of human trafficking.

Rights of All Workers, Including Migrant Workers

· Canada’s Immigration and Refugee Protection ensures that foreign workers entering Canada are protected by the same labour standards as Canadians and/or permanent residents.  
· In November 2006, Canada allocated $100,000 to organize and host an Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour workshop on the Protection of the Labour Rights of Migrant Workers and Labour Market Programs.


· Canada contributed $322,500 to be spent over 2 years for a project seeking greater harmonization of labour legislation among English and Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries
II. GROWTH WITH EMPLOYMENT

Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada contributed $480,000 to the 'Phase II - Sesame Production and Marketing’ project in Nicaragua, which aims to assist smallholder sesame producers and their families to improve productivity and competitiveness. 

· Canada, through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), has supported the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for Business Project, a major regional initiative promoting entrepreneurship, the ICT capacity of SMEs, and knowledge sharing.  Also through the ICA, Canada supports the use of ICTs to strengthen the skills of the region’s workforce, by providing ICT related training opportunities for youth, entrepreneurs and citizens. 

Ministerial Agreement on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas

· In December 2006, Canada announced $145 million in new funding over 5 years to t SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1he Agricultural Bioproducts Innovation Program (ABIP) for research, development, technology transfer and commercialization of agricultural bioproducts- including biofuels- in Canada.

Capacity-Building for Risk Mitigation, Early Warning and Disaster Recovery

· Since 2004, Canada has provided over $25 million in assistance towards disaster risk reduction in Latin America and the Caribbean. Canada’s key disaster reduction priorities include mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development assistance and supporting regional and international organizations that can contribute to disaster risk reduction. Canada has continued to encourage the mainstreaming of gender considerations throughout disaster risk reduction policies and programming.   Canada also responds generously to natural disasters in the hemisphere.
III. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Comprehensive Economic and Social Policy
· Canada has made significant investments in housing, such as the Affordable Housing Initiative ($1 billion) and the National Homelessness Initiative (over $1 billion).  $7.6 billion is invested annually in a range of programs for Canadians with disabilities, including the Canada Pension Plan Disability Benefit ($2.9 billion) Labour Market Agreements for Persons with Disabilities ($223 million) and a number of tax measures such as the Child Disability Benefit ($35 million).

Health Policy

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada contributed $1,285,000 for “Pro-Mesas Health” in Honduras, focused on Vector Borne Diseases and Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)/HIV/AIDS. 
· Canada contributed $600,000 to the “Reproduction Health – Unicef” project in Guatemala. The project involves the national public health system, particularly at the municipal level, in strengthening the delivery and quality of sexual and reproductive health services, including AIDS prevention to teens.
Quality Education

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada entered into an agreement with the Province of British Columbia and the British Columbia First Nations Education Steering Committee to enable First Nations to assume meaningful control over on-reserve schools.

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada contributed $4,096,000 for the 'Support to Basic Education initiative in Nicaragua, which an emphasis on school improvement, increasing primary school enrolment, the quality of primary education, and the governance and management capacities of community and education officials at all levels.

Primary Health Care

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada made a contribution of $1,045,000 to the Regional Nurses Training Program in Central America. 
Indigenous Peoples

· On May 10, 2006, Canada announced approval of a final Residential Schools Settlement Agreement. The federal government set aside $2.2 billion for the common experience payments and for the other programmatic elements.
· In 2005, Canada committed $700 million over five years for Aboriginal health.  
· In March 2005,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada re-launched its Indigenous Peoples' Partnership Program, a $10 million 5-year pilot program.
IV. STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

Strengthening Democracy

· From November 2005 to January 2006, Canada contributed $590,000 to electoral observation missions of the Organization of American States.  

· Canada is providing $495,000 in basic funding for the Interparliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) over two years, 

· Canada has approved a $4.75 million contribution over five years (2006-2011) to implement the second phase of the College of the Americas (COLAM) project. 

Support to the Haitian People

· At the International Donors’ Conference on July 25, 2006, in Port-au-Prince, Canada committed $520 million over a five-year period (July 2006-September 2011). 
Security in the Americas

· In February 2007, Canada and Brazil co-sponsored a senior leadership seminar involving the MINUSTAH troop contributing countries of Latin America to improve the effectiveness of the UN mission in Haiti.  Canada continues to provide direct military and police support to MINUSTAH, and fielded over 100 Canadian election observers for the recent Haitian elections.

· Canada and Colombia co-chair the Western Hemispheric Transportation Initiative (WHTI) Group of Experts on Aviation Safety, Security and Assistance (GEASSA). 
· In May 2006, Canada’s Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building (CTCB) Program approved funding for Phase Two of the ICAO/Canada Security Awareness Training Program.
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition

· Canada continues to play a leading role with respect to the Working Group for the Improvement of Mutual Legal Assistance and Extradition within the Americas, and has supported the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network with financial resources and training.
Regional Training Programs in e-Government

· In partnership with the OAS, ICA renewed its support to the Network of E-Government Leaders in Latin America and the Caribbean (Red GEALC).
