Canadian National Report:

Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León for the period June 1st to October 31st, 2005. 
Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars. The heading numbers and titles given below correspond to the areas and sub-themes of activity from the Quebec City Plan of Action.

This report highlights activities from June 1st 2005 to October 31st 2005 and updates the June 2005 Canadian National Report
.

QUEBEC CITY ACTION PLAN

1.
MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Empowering local governments: Through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), Canada sponsored two training scholarships per member country of the Latin American Network of e-government (Red Gealc, www.redgealc.net), equivalent to  $6,700, to participate in the course “Introduction to Formulation of e-government Strategies”. The course was targeted to political leaders, government executives and public servants in charge of implementing the vision and strategy of e-government programs in their respective countries. ICA also provided $60,080 to co-sponsor the 3rd Inter-American Seminar on Public E-Procurement, to discuss topics such as norms, cataloguing, security, and digital signatures, among others. Canada also took part in the Eleventh Annual Inter-American Conference of Mayors and Local Authorities, held in Miami, June 2005, where over 500 mayors shared best practices in local governance. The conference featured connectivity and use of information technologies as a major discussion topic.

Fight Against Corruption: Canada ratified the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption in 2000. Canada had a positive review by MESICIC, the follow-up mechanism to that Convention, in September 2005. Canada sent a delegation to the 4th Global Forum on Fighting Corruption which Brazil hosted in June 2005, as well as similar experts meetings in such areas as tax collection, customs, government procurement and other good governance/anti-corruption measures held in the Americas. Canada continues to support the work of civil society on corruption issues, including providing funding to Transparency International. 

Electoral Processes and Procedures: In Haiti, Canada contributed $2.25 million in financial assistance over one year to help strengthen security for the elections to be held in Haiti. The contribution will help deploy 25 retired specialists from Canadian police forces within the framework of CANADEM, allowing the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) to help the Haitian National Police provide security during the election period (October 2005 to late January 2006). Canada is also contributing $3.5 million for electoral observation in Haiti. With Elections Canada (EC) as the project’s Canadian executing agency, Canada has set up a multinational steering committee responsible for monitoring Haiti’s entire election process. The committee, called the “International Mission for Monitoring Haitian Elections (IMMHE),” is chaired by Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer and includes representatives from the electoral commissions of the following countries: Brazil, Chile, the United States, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama and the Dominican Republic. The IMMHE opened a secretariat in Haiti so it could implement observation activities and analyze reports received from observers deployed in the field, thereby allowing it to ascertain the true progress of electoral process implementation and send notices in order to improve how the elections are run. Activities are developed by the IMMHE in conjunction with Haiti’s Provisional Electoral Council and take into account the initiatives of other partners involved in this area. This assistance is supported by Canada’s contribution of $17.5 million for the deployment in Haiti of up to 100 Canadian police, under the renewed mandate of the UN Stabilisation Mission to Haiti (MINUSTAH), with a special technical assistance component. MINUSTAH comprises both military and civilian components and is mandated to establish a secure and stable environment, and therein to support a peaceful constitutional and political transition to democracy, assisting the extension of State authority throughout Haiti.

Transparency and Good Governance: Canada approved a two-year project with the Inter-American Dialogue with a contribution of $100,000 to support the Regional Working Group for Colombia (RWGC). The project aims to support working meetings, publications and administration of the RWGC, in order to contribute towards efforts to strengthen effective democratic governance, social process, and enduring peace for all of Colombia’s citizens plus the strengthening of the Colombia Working Group.  

Transparency and Good Governance: Canada is providing $3 million to the UNDP in order to support the elections process in Bolivia and to contribute towards the promotion of more inclusive political participation by strengthening the democratic capacities of key electoral bodies. This project is essential in ensuring that a number of electoral activities take place in the coming eight months, including the autonomous referendum, national elections, Constituent Assembly, and the prefecture elections.

2.
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Strengthening Human Rights Systems: Canada provided funding to representatives from Canadian National Aboriginal Organizations to participate in the sixth meeting of negotiations for the Working Group to prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which took place in Guatemala from October 10-14, 2005. National Aboriginal Organization representatives also participated in the Indigenous peoples’ caucus preparatory meeting that preceded the Working Group session.

Human Rights of Women: Canada approved funding for $5 million over five years (2005-2010) for the Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC) for its Sisters in Spirit (SIS) initiative. The purpose of the initiative is to address racialized and sexualized violence against Aboriginal women who experience the highest levels of violence in Canadian society. Racialized and sexualized violence is violence typically committed where societal indifference to these women – because of their race and gender – may result in the perpetrator being able to carry out these crimes without consequence. Canada's funding of the Sisters in Spirit initiative will ensure that NWAC has the capacity to collaborate with other Aboriginal women's organizations and the federal government to: undertake research to assess the extent and causes of racialized and sexualized violence against Aboriginal (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) women in Canada and to monitor trends; engage in public education initiatives to increase knowledge and understanding of the problem; and inform policy direction and development.

Human Rights of Women: Canada’s Status of Women ministry has committed its entire Family Violence Initiative allocation of $1 million for the period 2004-2007 to address issues of violence against Aboriginal women.

Human Rights of Women: Canada’s federal/provincial/territorial forum of Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women has formed a Committee on Aboriginal Women with the overall goal of improving the quality of life for Aboriginal women on and off reserve.

3.
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS

Access to Justice: Canada contributed $50,000 to carry out activities and studies that help promote and enact national legislation for the implementation of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court in five countries in the Andes region: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela.  

Access to Justice: Canada contributed $90,000 to purchase computer equipment and software and to train representatives of OAS member states (Ecuador, Haiti, St. Lucia, Argentina, Barbados, Peru, Guyana, Costa Rica, Belize and Guatemala) on implementing a secure e-mail system to enable cooperation in the hemisphere in the area of criminal justice. 

Prevention of Crime: Canada contributes $300,000 annually to the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime in Montreal, a forum of exchange for national governments, local authorities, specialized institutions and NGOs, and a source of technical assistance. The member governments include Australia, Argentina, Belgium, Canada, Chile, France, Mexico (Province of Queretaro), Norway, Quebec, South Africa. National seminars occurred in Brazil and Mexico (a conference with a series of meetings with the federal government and one week of training). Funding also goes to support an annual Colloquium on crime prevention which was held this year in Santiago, Chile on October 24-25. The Meetings of the Policy Advisory Committee of Member Governments and of the Board were also held in Chile the same week.

Prevention of violence against children: Canada participated in and supported the United Nations North American Regional Consultation meeting for the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children that took place on June 2-3, 2005 in Toronto. This meeting is one of nine regional consultations held worldwide in 2005. The results will be included in a global report and presented to the United Nations Secretary General in late 2006.

Transnational Organized Crime: Canada is currently developing a federal strategy against trafficking in persons that will further enhance our efforts in preventing human trafficking, protecting its victims and holding traffickers accountable. In May 2005, Bill C-49 was tabled, proposing to amend Canada's Criminal Code and create three new indictable offences to combat trafficking in persons. This bill is now progressing through Canada's parliamentary system. Canada has also developed public education materials including an anti-trafficking poster and pamphlet (available in 14 languages). A guidebook for law enforcement officials, entitled 'Human Trafficking Reference Guide for Canadian Law Enforcement' has also been released. In August 2005, the Minister of Justice hosted a roundtable luncheon with members of Canada’s NGO community to discuss current issues and practices relating to human trafficking. Canada's Human Security Program is currently funding ongoing trafficking in persons projects in Haiti and Central America, slated for completion by March 2006.

Combating Trafficking in Persons: Canada’s federal Interdepartmental Working Group on Trafficking in Persons has been mandated to be the focal point for the coordination of national efforts to combat human trafficking and the development of a federal strategy. The Working Group, currently under the joint lead of Foreign Affairs and Justice Canada, has participation from 14 government departments and agencies, including Status of Women Canada.

Combating the Drug Problem: Canada demonstrated its commitment to CICAD (Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission) by increasing its annual financial contribution by 40% for 2004 and 2005. A significant portion of these resources is directed at funding projects and activities related to CICAD's Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) process and assisting CICAD members in implementing MEM recommendations.

The CICAD Demand Reduction Expert Group met September 13-15, 2005 in Ottawa, Canada, under the 2-year Chairmanship of Canada. At this meeting, experts developed a Logic Model and Performance Indicator Table for the evaluation of drug prevention programs for youth to be used in the Hemisphere.

Canada also chaired the Pre-Intergovernmental Working Group Meeting to review the MEM, October 3-6, 2005 in Washington. This meeting brought together 21 CICAD member states to begin discussions and develop proposals and discussion documents for the MEM Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) Meeting to be held in February 2006.

Canada has also actively participated in meetings of other CICAD Expert and Working groups, including Maritime Narcotrafficking, and the Chemical and Pharmaceutical Working Group (August in Argentina). Canada also provided its progress report on the implementation of its recommendations emanating from the 3rd MEM Evaluation Round.

Combating the Drug Problem: Canada is also providing funding for counter-narcotics projects in cooperation with the governments of Brazil and Mexico, slated for completion in March 2006.

4.
HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Strengthening Democratic Governance of the Security Sector in Latin America: Canada made an initial contribution of $37,500 to strengthen governance and reform the security policy sector in Central America. The funds provided to the Canadian Centre for International Studies and Cooperation (CECI) help support El Salvador’s National Public Security Council, the region’s governments and civil society in their role as bridge-builders in defining and implementing a Central American policy to prevent delinquency and reintegrate youth at risk.  

Strengthening Security Cooperation: Canada made a $25,000 contribution to phase II of a three-part Canada/United States/United Kingdom review project of Jamaica’s security system at the request of the government of Jamaica. This phase consists in reviewing Jamaica’s defence strategy to meet new security challenges. 

Fight Against Terrorism: Canada continues to actively participate in the work of the OAS’s Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) and is closely cooperating with its Secretariat to improve cooperation and provide more training and assistance to its hemispheric partners. Canada’s contribution to the OAS’s work in the fight against terrorism is enhanced by bilateral and regional activities in the Americas. Canada continues to play a key role in the development of the hemispheric cybersecurity strategy. In this regard, Canada helped fund the OAS’s forum of government cybersecurity experts that was held in Brazil September 14-16, 2005. Through the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Canada has also funded activities to strengthen anti-terrorism capabilities. Workshops on the implementation of 12 UN conventions and protocols and UN Security Council resolutions on terrorism were held in Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Mexico.   

5. 
CIVIL SOCIETY

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes: Canada provided $500,000 towards a specific responsive Inter-American Program Support Fund to finance activities linked to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, including strengthening the capacity of civil society, governmental and inter-governmental organizations and institutions in preparing for, participating in, and following up on the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
7.
INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Transport: Transportation initiatives stemming from the Summits of the Americas process are monitored and encouraged under the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI). Canada participated in the most recent Ministerial meeting, hosted by Brazil in August 2005, at which Ministers affirmed that efficient, affordable, and accessible transport requires both public and private investment in transport infrastructure, as well as support for the highest possible safety, security and environmental standards for our transportation systems. Canada has led a number of initiatives under the WHTI. Specifically, Canada: created and encouraged the development of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Data System (WHTDS); began work towards the establishment of a Dangerous Goods Working Group; and, chaired the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Security (GEASA). The GEASA is comprised of senior aviation safety and security officials, brought together to study the safety and security needs of the Western Hemisphere, prioritize safety and security initiatives and deal with funding and implementation issues. Canada approved a $90,000 budget, thereby allowing the process of the implementation of GEASA’s Aviation Security Awareness Training Program in Latin America and the Caribbean Regions (CAR-SAM/AVSEC Training Program) to begin. Nine AVSEC Workshops and one seminar have been delivered since the beginning of the Program. The implementation of the AVSEC program, which is ongoing, will provide over 500 participants from across the Americas with critical International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) tools to integrate into their airport and aviation facility operations.

Telecommunications: Canada, through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), organized a workshop on “Pro-poor, pro-market ICT policy and regulation”, which laid the basis for DIRSI (Regional Dialogue on the Information Society - in English) a regional network of experts from the LAC region on ICT policy and regulation. Canada contributed $225,376 to the consolidation of this and related activities on the policy and regulation subject. Canada also provided $4,680 to co-sponsor the Regional Workshop on Digitization of Cultural Heritage/Digital Libraries in the Caribbean, to build the capacity of targeted regional organizations to effectively develop and manage digitized cultural products in the region.
Canada announced, through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas, $154,000 in support of Alooo.com, a free telephone-based Internet communications system in Central America. Canada’s funding will allow the development of a pilot system in El Salvador, targeting a wide range of e-services that include personal communications and communications with government, health practitioners, and entrepreneurs.

Regional Support for Telecommunications: Canada contributed $43,500 for the launch of the WiLAC portal (www.wilac.net), a new information portal about Wireless Technologies for Development designed to support those individuals, organizations, municipalities and businesses which are currently implementing, or planning to implement, community wireless connectivity projects both within and outside the region. Through ICA, Canada provided $153,000 toward the development and consolidation of the Computers for Communities (CFC) initiative, designed to promote and facilitate the articulation of computer refurbishing programs in Latin American and the Caribbean. The recently launched CFC Web portal, http://www.cpc-cfc.net/, is designed to serve as an umbrella for country-based initiatives that promote computer-refurbishing programs as a tool for e-literacy and social inclusion throughout the LAC region.   

Canada contributed $131,880 to support the September 2005 Strategic Information Management Program (SIMP), an internationally acclaimed and award-winning program created 11 years ago to assist key decision makers in developing countries and countries in transition with capacity training and support for information management and information technology development initiatives that ultimately support the development priorities of their countries. SIMP is an intensive three-week, Canadian-based program that establishes networks, which reach far beyond the actual conference. It is also a means of examining Canadian and international experiences in harnessing information management techniques/technologies to support effective, practical approaches to identified projects.
8.
DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Canada is providing $12.5 million for the 2002-2008 Multinational Andean Project: Geoscience for Andean Communities (MAP:GAC). This project is a partnership between the Earth Sciences Sector, Canadian industry and all the Andean nations: Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela. Its goal is to contribute to improving the quality of life for the Andean region by reducing the negative impact of earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes. The project does this by providing updated and integrated geoscience and geospatial information for land use planning and natural hazard mitigation. This information is provided via the transfer of Canadian technology and expertise to Andean nations through field courses, fieldwork, workshops, conferences, etc. Multinational activities to promote the sharing and dissemination of knowledge between and among countries are also taking place, including the design of public information packages on natural hazards, and the creation of regional natural hazard maps.

10. 
AGRICULTURE

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On October 17, 2005, Canada and Mexico met to discuss Mexico’s emerging institutional approach to regional development and exchange information and opinions on an Institutional Architecture for the Promotion of Regional Development in Mexico. 

The Agri-Environmental Policy in Latin America (AEPLA) Initiative is a multi-year initiative designed to create a better understanding of agri-environmental policy in Latin America. A Canadian Mission to Costa Rica and Peru took place in July, 2005 with the purpose of consulting a broad range of government and non-government stakeholders on the Initiative and to build partnerships for its implementation and sustainability. 

 

The Procinorte Board of Director Meeting was held October 27-28, 2005 in Mexico to promote more tripartite research on issues of mutual interest for Canada, US and Mexico in agriculture and agri-food sector. Under the Procinorte umbrella, the first trilateral research project (NORGEN – Genetic Resources) is underway dealing with bean genetic resources. The development of a common genetic resource computer system (GRIN) has been adopted by Canada (GRIN-CA) and may be adopted by Mexico in the near future.

Development of a hemispheric plant genetic resource conservation strategy is underway under the auspices of the Global Crop Diversity Trust. The first regional coordinators’ meeting was held in Costa Rica (at IICA headquarters) which will be followed up by the second meeting in November 2005 at the meeting of the SIRGEAL – Simposio de Recursos Geneticos para America Latina y el Caribe. 

A five year project was signed in August between Canada and the International Potato Centre of Lima, Peru. The $10 Million project is to be implemented on the Altiplano of Bolivia and Peru and the beneficiaries are the indigenous peoples in altitudes of 3900 metres to 5,000 metres. The objective is to improve the productivity of potatoes, Andean roots and tubers, alpaca, quinoa and milk and to increase value added processing of these products using environmentally sustainable production practices.

11.
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Over 2004-05 and to date, Canada has increased the number of its cooperative and technical assistance projects that contribute to its implementation of the labour commitments made in the Quebec City Plan of Action. In the period June through October 2005, individual activities and expenditures within the larger scope of on-going Canadian projects in this five-month period Canada represents an investment of $650,000 in labour-related cooperative and technical assistance projects, out of the multi-million-dollar, multi-year commitment it has made in this area. This does not include this period’s activities funded or organized by others in the hemisphere, but in which Canada participated and contributed expertise. Specific projects funded in the reporting period include:

· a $434,000 investment in child labour projects in Central America, the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, and the English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean (delivered by the International Labour Organization’s International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour—IPEC); 

· $280,000 (out of a larger, $428,000 grant) in activities to strengthen occupational safety and health in Central America, Belize, and the Dominican Republic; 

· a $14,000 needs-assessment mission to the Caribbean Community to develop projects likely to focus on occupational safety and health and on the labour dimension of trade, which will be delivered in Caribbean Community countries at a cost of $1,000,000 over the next three years; and,

· $50,000 to organize and host an international conference on the labour dimensions of corporate social responsibility.

12. 
GROWTH WITH EQUITY 

Canada contributed $30,000 towards the design, editing and printing of the Proceedings for the III Inter-American Conference on CSR, held in Santiago de Chile from September 25-27, 2005. Approximately 400 people participated in this event, representing some 23 countries in the region. 

14.
HEALTH

HIV/AIDS prevention: HIV/AIDS prevention. Canada provided $50,000 in support of a pilot project in Peru on HIV/AIDS prevention. “Portal Punto J” is an initiative based on the use of the Internet to transfer information, knowledge and experiences of youth and adolescents on the prevention of this pandemic, using an innovative format and content developed by, and for, youth.

HEMA Ministerial Meeting: Canada was instrumental in the preparation of the Health and Environment Ministerial meeting held on June 16-17, 2005 and fully supports the intent and spirit of both the Declaration and the four-year Co-operation Agenda from that meeting. 

15.
GENDER EQUALITY

As part of the commitment it made during the United Nations Beijing + 10 review and appraisal process, Canada continued work on the development of a new federal strategy for gender equality. During this reporting period, a key focus was on public consultations. Beginning in Halifax on September 16, 2005, Canada began holding a series of cross-country public consultations to solicit input for Canada’s new gender equality strategy.  Electronic consultations with the general public were also launched at the beginning of September 2005.

Canada continues to support and promote the work of the Inter-American Women’s Commission (CIM) to position it strategically within the Inter-American system as the primary policy-making body on women's human rights and gender equality. No meetings of the CIM were held during this reporting period.

16.
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Second Indigenous Peoples’ Summit: Canada contributed approximately $720,000 towards the Second Indigenous Peoples Summit of the Americas. Funding helped to cover an indigenous Women's Symposium, Youth Symposium and Business Summit, which was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina October 26-29, 2005 as a contribution to the inclusion of indigenous peoples' perspectives in the Fourth Summit of the Americas. The Summit was co-organized by the Assembly of First Nations (Canada) and the Organización de Naciones y Pueblos Indígenas en Argentina (ONPIA) and included participation of indigenous peoples and groups from throughout the Americas.

Aboriginal Participation in Policy-making Process: On May 31, 2005, the Prime Minister of Canada, members of the Cabinet Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and the leaders of five National Aboriginal Organizations met for a Policy Retreat in a new spirit of cooperation and to address long-term challenges. The National Aboriginal Organization leaders signed joint accords with the Government of Canada. The joint accords reflect Canada’s commitment to renewing its relationships with Aboriginal peoples in a manner that respects Aboriginal and treaty rights and the unique place of Aboriginal peoples in the Canadian federation. The accords also reflect the Government’s commitment to strengthening the policy capacity of Aboriginal organizations to contribute more effectively to public policy making.

Aboriginal Participation and Connectivity: Preparations were undertaken for a parallel event entitled Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society as part of 

Phase II of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). Regional/hemispheric input on important connectivity issues has been contributed and funding from the Canadian government and other sources will be used to ensure the participation at the event of indigenous members of the WSIS International Indigenous Steering Committee and other indigenous people from throughout the hemisphere.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Aboriginal Integration. Canada contributed $75,000 for the continuance of a project aimed at promoting the integration of members of Bolivia’s indigenous population into the armed forces and an education campaign focussed on equitable and responsible citizenship in the military (April 05-March 06). Specifically, the funds contribute to the development of a bridging curriculum to facilitate entry of aboriginals into the Bolivian military college, and to professionalize the Bolivian Army Officer Corps.  

18.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Education: Canada provided $43,000 to support an early childhood development conference that took place in Regina from June 2-4, 2005. The funding supported the international conference, Plan-It Quality: Environments in Early Learning and Child Care Linking Research, Policy and Practice. The conference provided the opportunity for an international dialogue on all aspects of quality learning environments. Among other topics, the conference examined the role of quality early learning and child care environments in protecting children's health and safety, supporting their social and emotional development, and stimulating children's cognitive and language learning. 

Education: Canada contributed $1.2 million to UNICEF in order to further support a pilot project that works on preventing illegal recruitment of indigenous minors in Cauca and in western Antioquia, Colombia. Education, communication and the participation of youth organizations are emphasized for assisting the young victims of the Colombian conflict. The methodologies integrate youth perspectives into the work with communities, local authorities and civil society organizations.

Education: Canada also committed to add $1.2 million to the $600,000 UNICEF/IOM project Prevention and Assistance to Minors Who are Victims of the Armed Conflict in Colombia. The new 3-year project will be implemented by the International Organisation of Migration (IOM) and will build on the successes achieved in the initial pilot project. The project will focus on the social insertion of excombatant youth that have graduated from the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare (ICBF) child excombatant program in Antioquia. This project will work on preventing recruitment of urban youth in municipal centers and surrounding sub-urban areas of Antioquia and will also support the social and economic reinsertion of under-aged ex-combatants. More importantly, this project also will help achieve the level of operational depth required for long-term sustainability of the pilot project by assisting the Colombian government agencies to incorporate project methodologies as part of their standard operation procedures nation-wide.
DECLARATION OF NUEVO LEÓN

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Human Rights: Canada provided $50,000 for the second phase of a project to prevent human rights violations in Central America, particularly in the context of human trafficking. Canada’s contribution enabled CIDEHUM (the international centre for migrants’ human rights) to organize five workshops and develop strategies for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, in support of the work of NGOs in these countries. 

Persons with Disabilities: Canada provided funding of $1,057,802 for nine projects with disability organizations to help persons with disabilities gain employment. These projects enable persons with disabilities to gain valuable employment skills through services such as skills enhancement, work experience and career counselling. This funding supports a broad array of employment projects for persons with disabilities who are unemployed and who are not normally eligible for employment benefits under Canada’s Employment Insurance Act.

Persons with Disabilities: Canada provided funding of $970,773 for a project with the National Network for Mental Health to help Canadians with disabilities gain employment.  This project gives people with disabilities a chance to gain skills through training, career counselling and work experience. 

Empowering Local Governments: Canada has contributed $11.6 million over seven years for the second phase of the Fund Management Centre aimed at innovating the delivery of the official development assistance program in Haiti. The Canadian Local Fund Management Centre in Haiti (CGF) is a single administrative unit for the various local support funds that are managed from within Haiti. The CGF not only makes it possible to coordinate fund activities more effectively and maximize the synergy between them, but it also has more human, material and logistical resources. It is able to provide better support to local partners and build their capacities. It is also a valuable tool for promoting improved knowledge sharing and taking more systematic advantage of lessons learned during bilateral program delivery in Haiti. In short, it helps improve the quality and effectiveness of the official development assistance Canada provides to Haiti. 

Empowering Local Governments: Canada has contributed $5 million over four years to the Development and Employment Fund (FODEM) for poverty reduction in Haiti. The Fund will be used to support local initiatives that take advantage of economic and community opportunities. Among other things, the Fund should endeavour to support projects managed by local populations. The tangible goal of the project is to support rehabilitation/construction activities for community and economic infrastructure that are basic and vital elements of sustainable local socio-economic development. Overall management of the project will be the responsibility of the joint committee in charge of the CGF, which includes representatives from Canada and Haiti. 

Health and Education: Canada is contributing $19 million to the Health and Education Fund (FSE) in Haiti for 2005-2010. The objective of the FSE is to help satisfy basic human needs in the areas of basic education and primary health. Its goal is to improve the quality and governance of and access to basic education and primary health services for disadvantaged populations in regions targeted by Canadian cooperation. 

In the health sector, the goal is to strengthen Haiti’s health system through: (i) joint action and coordination of all stakeholders in the sector; (ii) the involvement of populations in managing local health systems; (iii) support for service delivery, particularly within the framework of the minimum service package; and (iv) strengthening the management abilities of key stakeholders in the health system. 

In the education sector, the goal is to strengthen Haiti’s educational system by: (i) improving the quality of education through professional development for teachers and reviewing and providing educational material; (ii) increasing educational supply by rehabilitating schools; (iii) enhancing governance by strengthening the management abilities of key stakeholders in the system; and (iv) increasing internal and external efficiency. 

