Canadian National Report:

Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León for the Period February 1st 2005 to May 31st 2005

_______________________________________________________________________________

Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars. The heading numbers and titles given below correspond to the areas and sub-themes of activity from the Quebec City Plan of Action.
This report highlights activities from February 1st 2005 to May 31st 2005 and updates the March 2005 Canadian National Report.

_______________________________________________________________________________

QUEBEC CITY ACTION PLAN

1.
MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER
Empowering local governments. In Haiti, Canada contributed $5 million to strengthen development and local governance in the Commune of Marmelade through agro-forestry activity, agricultural marketing and the development of watersheds. The purpose of the project is to increase and diversify agricultural production, identify new markets and apply soil conservation techniques. It is aimed at promoting local governance by consolidating and strengthening local development support structures and encouraging stronger participation by women in development support structures and training local stakeholders on issues such as civic education, gender equality, strategic planning, management/accounting and environmental protection. 

Canada also contributed $3.65 million to improve living conditions in the four communes of Haiti’s Northeast Department and thereby increase the sustainability of the process by continuing to build the capacities of local stakeholders in the areas of participatory planning, applying good governance practices, restoration, validating the environment in production areas, economic diversification and improving basic infrastructure. 

2.
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

International Obligations and Standards. In Bolivia, Canada contributed $5 million in the area of human rights through the Ombudsman's Office.
Migration. Canada co-funded production of a print and electronic training module on the essentials of migration management by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), for widespread use as a learning tool for officials and other stakeholders throughout the hemisphere and globally. Canada and Costa Rica will co-sponsor a seminar on immigrant integration for the countries and organizations of the Regional Consultation on Migration (Puebla Process) to be held in June 2005 in San Jose, Costa Rica. Holding the Presidency Pro-Tempore, Canada hosted the Tenth Annual Vice-Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Conference on Migration (Puebla Process) in Vancouver, March 8-11, for migration and foreign affairs officials from Central America, Mexico, USA and the Dominican Republic. Canada participated in the Regional Hearing for the Americas of the Global Commission on International Migration hosted by Mexico in Mexico City, May 16-17, for States, international organizations, academics and civil society. Canada also made a presentation to the Commissioners on how the Regional Conference on Migration has evolved over the past ten years. Canada worked with The Multilateral Investment Fund of the Inter-American Development Bank and the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL) to deliver two meetings in May in Toronto and Montreal as part of the Caribbean Diasporas and Development Conference Series which will review the results of surveys on remittance flows from Canada to Haiti and Jamaica.


Human Rights of Marginalized People. Canada provided a contribution of US $50,000 to the Centro Integral de Rehabilitacion de Colombia (CIREC) Seeds of Hope Project (Phase II). This project is to run for the 2005 calendar year. Canada's contribution was from January until the end of March, the first three months of the project. CIREC is a non-profit organisation whose mission is to help persons with disabilities to become independent and to assist in their reintegration to society. The Seeds of Hope project also disseminates information on the Ottawa Convention, its implementation both in Colombia and at the international level, as well as mine action awareness and accident prevention, targeted primarily at children. 

International Obligations and Standards. The Quebec City Plan of Action encourages all countries in the Hemisphere to consider signing and ratifying the CIFTA (Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking of Illegal Firearms, Munitions and other related materials). Canada recognizes that the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Convention is a strong instrument in the fight against small arms proliferation in our hemisphere.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada is not yet compliant with all measures contained within the CIFTA convention, but has made significant progress in addressing CIFTA compliance in the last year. With funding of $28,000, Canada supported a CIFTA-related initiative to establish common principles on transfers of small arms and light weapons within the OAS by promoting the establishment of a hemispheric-level instrument for basic common principles regarding the transfer of small arms and light weapons, in accordance with states' existing responsibilities under international law. The proposal incorporated a number of necessary steps towards the establishment of such an instrument, including conducting and consolidating research on existing national, regional and international norms; consulting with governmental and non-governmental experts on the form and content of an agreement; and promoting a draft agreement at the sub-regional and hemispheric levels.

Human Rights of Women. The Government of Canada approved funding of $5 million over five years (2005-2010) to the Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC) for its Sisters in Spirit initiative, to ensure that NWAC has the capacity to collaborate with other Aboriginal women's organizations and the federal government to: undertake research to assess the extent and causes of racialized and sexualized violence against Aboriginal (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) women in Canada; and to monitor trends; engage in public education initiatives to increase knowledge and understanding of the problem; and inform policy direction and development. Canada committed $1 million for the period 2004-2007 to address issues of violence against Aboriginal women.  

Canada provided $368,000 to Pauktuutit Inuit Women's Association of Canada for its initiative to focus on empowerment and capacity building for Inuit women working to prevent violence against women and on increasing gender equality in Inuit community-based fisheries organizations. (March 05–August 06)
SWC has also contributed $323,000 for an initiative of the Canadian National Coalition of Experiential Women to implement its national strategic action plan to improve the situation of sex workers through strategies to change policies, programs and services at local, provincial and national levels and to develop pilot projects in three provinces that will enable provincial sex worker associations to work with social services departments and other stakeholders to overcome barriers to social assistance for those leaving prostitution. (March 05–July 06)
3.
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS

Institutional Support. Canada provided support for phase II of the Strategic Defence Review of the Jamaican Defence Force aimed at making recommendations as to the capability, size and shape of the Jamaican Defence Force in the context of the nation’s overall approach to security (April 05-March 06). 
Canada also provided $90 000 for human rights training for the National Police Force of Peru (Jan 04-March 05).
Canada continued to provide capacity-building training for Guatemalan officials in the area of crime scene investigation (April 04-Feb 05).
Prevention of Crime. Canada also worked closely with numerous OAS Member States to secure the inclusion of crime prevention as a component of a sound criminal justice system (and its rightful place in the work of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice across a range of issues, including: youth justice, victims, trafficking in persons) in the Bangkok Declaration, in particular a reference urging implementation of prevention strategies in line with the UN Guidelines on Crime Prevention (2002). Through its participation to the 11th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (UNCC11), Canada placed particular emphasis on the role of local governments, and of civil society in respect of all stages of effective crime prevention - from the identification of priority crime and security issues to the evaluation of preventive efforts. Canada provided $100,000 in funding to support the UNCC11 and a UN Congress workshop, entitled Strategies and Best Practices for Crime Prevention, in particular in relation to Urban Crime and Youth at Risk, which allowed for the participation of representatives from Chile and Brazil. Additionally, Canada contributes $300,000 annually to the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime in Montreal, a forum of exchange for national governments, local authorities, specialized institutions and NGOs, and a source of technical assistance (with training seminars forthcoming in Mexico, Brazil). This funding also goes to support an annual Colloquium on crime prevention.

Prevention of violence against children. Canada contributed to the North American Regional Consultation meeting, scheduled to take place in June 2005, Toronto, for the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence Against Children.

Transnational Organized Crime. Canada continued to support efforts in respect to the prevention of trafficking in persons by way of providing financial funding to a follow-up conference (Vancouver, May 17-19, 2005) of a cross-sectoral Regional Roundtable on Trafficking in Persons. Consolidated results of an international review on preventive practices will be available imminently. 
Combating the Drug Problem.  Canada demonstrated its commitment to CICAD (Inter-American Commission for the control of Drug Abuse) by increasing by 40% its annual financial contribution for 2004 and 2005, where a significant portion is directed at funding projects and activities related to CICAD's Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) process and assisting CICAD members in implementing MEM recommendations. Canada was endorsed to chair and host the MEM Intergovernmental Working Group in its review of the MEM over the next year, and was elected chair of the CICAD Demand Reduction Expert Group in December 2004 for two years. Canada has also actively participated in meetings of other CICAD Expert and Working groups, including Maritime Narcotrafficking (where it chaired a sub-group), Money Laundering and the Governmental Experts Group. Canada also delivered a regional Advanced Drug and Organized Crime workshop in the Caribbean. Canada also provided its response to the Final Country Report, tabled at the 37th Session of the CICAD (April 2005), based on the 3rd MEM Evaluation Round. 

4.
HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Strengthening Democratic Governance of the Security Sector in Latin America. Canada provided a $50,000 contribution to support the United Nations Foundation in an initiative to develop an integrated and comprehensive approach to security sector reform in Latin America. The activities will include an assessment of security sector reform in Latin America, development of a methodology for reporting on military expenditures, the establishment of an inventory of national defence legislation and Defence White Books in the Americas, and a project on modernizing the Ministry of Defence. (July 04-March 05)

Institutional Support to Combat Illegal Arms Trafficking. Canada provided $19,000 to support a seminar on the proliferation and illegal trafficking of small arms and light weapons that focused on OAS initiatives to enhance hemispheric security through the management of weapons arsenals and the collection, identification and destruction of small arms and light weapons. The project enhanced the implementation of National Multi-Discipline Commissions for the Control of small arms and light weapons trafficking within the OAS Central American Project for Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons. The seminar was hosted in Managua at the request of the Government of Nicaragua with no less than one high-level Military, Police, and Government Official from each participating nation.

Fight Against Terrorism. Canada is an active participant in the work of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), working closely with the CICTE Secretariat to encourage cooperation and to provide further training and other assistance to our hemispheric partners, including for emergency response to terrorist attacks. Canada also continues to play a leading role in the development of the hemispheric cybersecurity strategy. In recognition of its contributions to these efforts, Canada was elected Rapporteur at the Fifth Regular Session of CICTE held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, February 16 - 18, 2005. Canada invested $90,000 into the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Aviation Security Awareness Program in Latin America and the Caribbean to fund aviation security implementation workshops and audit seminars, including 4 workshops in Mexico in February and March 2005 and a security audit seminar for Latin America in Peru in March 2005.

7.
INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Transport. Canada has led a number of initiatives under the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI), whose next Ministerial meeting will be hosted by Brazil in August, 2005. Canada has created and encouraged the development of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Data System (WHTDS), begun work towards the establishment of a Dangerous Goods Working Group, and chaired the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Security (GEASA). The GEASA is comprised of senior aviation safety and security officials, brought together to study the safety and security needs of the Western Hemisphere, prioritize safety and security initiatives and deal with funding and implementation issues. Canada approved a $90,000 budget to help initiate the process of the implementation of GEASA’s Aviation Security Awareness Training Program in Latin America and the Caribbean Regions (CAR-SAM/AVSEC Training Program). Nine Aviation Security Workshops and one seminar have been delivered since the beginning of the Program; over 500 participants from across the Americas will be provided with critical International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) tools to integrate into their airport and aviation facility operations.

Telecommunications. Through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas, Canada announced funding for: a virtual library project with CLACSO (the Social Sciences Counsel of Latin America); a Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) Project in the Caribbean; a Coordinator for the Regional Initiative of Computers For Schools; the second round call for proposals of the FRIDA Program (the Regional Fund for Digital Innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean); and three pre-selected projects using ICTs for rural women, HIV/AIDS awareness, and indigenous peoples (Mayan communities). Canada also sponsored the travel of the winners of the first Latin American Awards for Digital Cities (ICA/ACHIET) to Ottawa to take part in OCRI’s SmartCapital training programs. The Inventory of Regional ICT Projects was increased to more than 720 projects accessible in four languages to address the scarcity of regional Connectivity project information.  

Regional Support for Telecommunications. Canada sponsored the participation of six experts from Chile, Colombia, and Venezuela to attend the Latin American E-Business Forum “Empowering SME Exporters Through ICTs” in Brazil; the OSILAC Workshop on Measuring the Information Society in LAC, in Chile - which helped standardize ICT indicators in LAC; a Marketing Seminar for Sustainable Tourism; and the participation of six experts for the “VII Latin America and the Caribbean Workshop Internet Technology Networks (WALC 2004)” also in Peru. 

8.
DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Health. Through the Guyana Flood Recovery Project, Canada allocated $2.7 million to help the stricken communities of Guyana recover from the floods that occurred between December 2004 and February 2005. The project will be completed in October 2005. The recovery efforts include: assisting the Government of Guyana to undertake urgent repair work on their drainage and irrigation system, and helping restore the livelihoods and health conditions of the population in the affected areas. 

National Implementation. Canada’s Joint Emergency Preparedness Program (JEPP) supports capacity building for emergency preparedness at the provincial/territorial and municipal levels. Revisions to the JEPP took effect in November 2004 and to continue to allow for cost sharing of Critical Infrastructure Protection projects with the Provinces and Territories. The initial projects funded focused on building partnerships and knowledge sharing between owners of critical infrastructure in the provinces.
9.
ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Multilateral Cooperation on Regulatory Measures. The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable development (WSSD) encouraged countries to implement the Globally Harmonized System for Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) as soon as possible, with a view to having the system fully operational by 2008. Several countries in the Americas are also engaged in the GHS, which will also be discussed at the upcoming Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas meeting (June, 2005). Canada is currently consulting with stakeholders on recommendations for implementing the GHS.

Natural Resources Management and Social Development. Canada committed $640,000 over 15 months to improve the health and quality of life for the inhabitants in 45 communities of El Salvador by ensuring that they receive a potable water supply free from contaminants such as arsenic and heavy metals. Canada has also committed $10 million over 8 years to improve quality of life and economic well-being of residents of the semi-arid northern highlands of Nicaragua through improved management and use of water. This project aims to improve governance and promote institutional strengthening; improve natural resource management for environmental protection and agricultural production; and provide water supply and sanitation for rural residents. 

Natural Resources Management and Good Governance. Canada is providing $160,000 over two years to assist the environmental assessment agency, SETENA of the government of Costa Rica, and its partners in ongoing reforms to improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and predictability of the Costa Rican environmental assessment process, in order to achieve a more hospitable climate for national competitiveness and foreign investment, while safe-guarding the country's natural environment and important eco-tourism industry. Canada will also contribute $340,500 over 2 years to assist in modernizing the provision of strategic information by the Costa Rican Government to the agricultural sector by promoting institutional and technical strengthening of key entities, cooperation between the public and private sectors while creating participatory spaces and institutional coordination at all levels nationally, regionally and locally. Furthermore, Canada will contribute $300,000 over 2.5 years to contribute to the development of an improved metrology infrastructure that will assure the integrity of measurements that Costa Rican small and medium size enterprises require to access external markets and to verify conformity to standards. It will also assure the accuracy of measurements needed to ensure public safety and to protect the environment. 

10.
AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Canada has contributed $1.4 million to a 3-year project in Paraguay, where the Canadian partner, SOCODEVI, will work with small and medium sized dairy producers to improve the market competitiveness of dairy cooperatives in Paraguay, and the standard of living of cooperative members.

Canada contributed $6.15 million to improve the living conditions of the rural population of the Department of Nippes in Haiti by promoting agro-forestry models that provide improved management of natural resources through agricultural marketing and the capacity-building of local stakeholders to initiate and manage local development programs in a participatory and democratic manner. 

11.
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Canada supported several labour-related cooperative and technical assistance projects including: a $434,000 investment in child labour projects in Central America, the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, and the English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean (delivered by the International Labour Organization’s International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour—IPEC); $150,000 (out of a larger, $428,000 grant) in activities to strengthen occupational safety and health (OSH) in Central America, Belize, and the Dominican Republic; an $11,000 needs-assessment mission to the Caribbean Community to develop projects likely to focus on OSH and on the labour dimension of trade, which will be delivered in Caribbean Community countries at a cost of $1,000,000 over the next three years; $35,000 for the initial delivery of what will be on-going training in mediation and conciliation to Chilean government, business, and labour representatives; and $50,000 to organize and host an international conference on the labour dimensions of corporate social responsibility.
14.
HEALTH

Long-term care. Canada provided $26,000 for a project supported by PAHO on long-term care for senior citizens with a loss of autonomy, including a working meeting held in Uruguay in March. This  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Technical Collaboration among Countries (TCC) involving Canada, Quebec, Argentina, Uruguay and Chile has three key deliverables: a policy framework for the implementation of long-term care services for seniors with loss of autonomy; a charter of rights for seniors receiving long-term institutional care services; and the design of a client assessment and evaluation instrument. 
International Convention on Tobacco. The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) is the first international treaty negotiated under the auspices of the World Health Organization (WHO), which sets out minimum standards for domestic tobacco control initiatives, and provides a framework for international co-operation. The legislative and regulatory framework from Canada’s approach, along with Canada’s extensive experience in tobacco control programming, inspired much of the design of the FCTC. Canada was among the first 40 member states to ratify the FCTC, which allowed the Convention to come into force on February 27, 2005.  Ratification ensures Canada's participation in the Conference of Parties (CoP), which is the governing body tasked with the implementation of the Convention. The first meeting of the CoP, expected to be held in early 2006, will be especially important because implementation priorities, financial obligations, interpretation of articles, and other critical issues will be discussed.

Social Development. Canada contributed $100,000 for the period of February 1 to August 31, 2005, to cover the costs of activities involving consultation, logistics and the services of technical experts necessary to develop a trilateral initiative among Canada, Brazil and Haiti to meet fundamental human needs in terms of health care for target populations and groups in Haiti through cooperation with the Brazilian government.

16.
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Aboriginal Participation, Women’s Rights and Connectivity. Canada facilitated the participation of indigenous representatives from Canada and Latin America and the Caribbean in two important international processes focussing on women's rights and connectivity: the 10-year review of the Beijing Declaration and Plan for Action at the 49th session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (New York, March, 2005) and the International Indigenous Thematic Conference for Phase 2 of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) (Ottawa, March, 2005). Diplomatic and sectoral representatives of several Latin American states also participated in the WSIS conference.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Aboriginal Integration. Canada contributed $75,000 for Phase II of a project aimed at promoting the integration of members of Bolivia’s indigenous population into the armed forces and an education campaign focussed on equitable and responsible citizenship in the military (April 05-March 06).
18.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Education. Canada worked in close collaboration with other donors to support Nicaragua’s national basic education sector plan within the context of the Education for All Initiative. Canada’s contribution of $16.5 million over 7 years will provide essential incremental resources for the Government of Nicaragua to use increasing access to, and quality of early childhood, primary and junior secondary schooling, and in improving governance. Canada has also contributed $1 million in support of a 3-year project in Argentina to provide youth with training in information technologies, management skills, and job skills applicable to the tourist industry. The project is modeled on Industry Canada's successful Computers for Schools model. 

Conflict Resolution for Adolescents. Canada supported the Conflict Resolution for Adolescents II initiative supported by Foster Parents Plan and Canada. The goal of this project is to promote increased awareness among youth, teachers, and parents of peace-building concepts and methodologies and to improve the Colombian capacity to progress towards peace building while addressing some of the key causes and intensifiers of violence among adolescents. (April 1st, 2005 - March 31st, 2010)
DECLARATION OF NUEVO LEÓN

ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH EQUITY TO REDUCE POVERTY

Education. Canada committed $16 million over 5 years in support of the reduction of rural poverty in Nicaragua and Guatemala, by improving the ability of vulnerable groups to expand their productive activities and by improving access to basic services, such as water, sanitation and education. Canada also committed $10.4 million over 7 years to help reduce poverty and contribute to the socio-economic development of the communities of Sololá Department of Guatemala, via sustainable rural development generating jobs and income. Furthermore, Canada has committed $2.8 million over 3 years to help improve the ability of approximately 1,000 sesame-producing families in western Nicaragua to increase their productive activities and meet their basic human needs while creating awareness of gender and environmental issues. 

Increased Efficiency in Public Aid. Canada contributed $11.6 million to help reduce poverty in Haiti by increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of official development assistance allocated to Haiti under the jurisdictions of local funds. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Canada supported two symposia in Guatemala City and in San Salvador involving the security sector and civil society to establish best practices on issues of juvenile delinquency and the rehabilitation of young offenders (Sept. 04-March 05).
