Canadian National Report:
Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León for the Period October 2004 to January 2005
_______________________________________________________________________________

Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars.

This report highlights activities from October 1st 2004 to January 31st 2005 and updates the October 2004 Canadian National Report.
_______________________________________________________________________________

QUÉBEC CITY ACTION PLAN

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Migration. Canada provided training in Central America, jointly with the U.S. and Mexico, for "training the trainers" and "consular training" programs that include a basic module on smuggling and trafficking of persons, in co-operation with the UNHCR. These programs took place in December 2004.  

Human Rights of Women. Canada continues to support the CIM as the main policy-making body responsible for gender equality in the Inter-American system. Canada participated in the XXXII Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, October 27-29, 2004 where the Executive Committee for 2004-06 was elected and nine resolutions and two declarations were adopted. Canada’s two-year term as Vice-President of the CIM concluded in the fall of 2004. However, Canada was elected to serve as one of five Executive Committee Members for 2004-2006.
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS

Institutional Support. Canada provided support for a strategic defence and security review of  the Jamaican Defence Force (JDF) aimed at facilitating the development of a National Security Strategy (November 2003-November 2004). 
Independence of the Judiciary. Canada continues to fund $100,000 for the purchase of the Secure e-mail system and training for OAS member states to use the system, which allows for secure and rapid Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.

Combating the Drug Problem.  Canada finished its one-year term as Chair of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the OAS in November 2004. In its continued efforts to support CICAD's Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), Canada participated in the MEM Intergovernmental Working Group and Government Expert Group (Oct 2004). Canada's commitment to CICAD was demonstrated by an increase of 40% in its annual financial contribution for the 2004/2005 period to $140 000, where a significant portion has been directed at funding projects and activities related to the MEM process and assisting CICAD members in implementing MEM recommendations. Canada has also participated in meetings of other CICAD Expert and Working groups, including Maritime Narcotrafficking (where it chaired a sub-group), Money Laundering, and Demand Reduction. Canada was elected chair of the CICAD Demand Reduction Expert Group in December 2004 for two years, a reflection of the importance of this issue to Canada. In addition to CICAD projects funded by Canada’s contributions, Canada delivered a training workshop for Caribbean countries in November 2004, and the RCMP gave a presentation in Trinidad. 

Human Rights and Reform of the National Police Force of Peru. The Government of Canada contributed $90,000 to the Office of the Ombudsman of Peru, to provide human rights education to both the National Police Force and the Peruvian general public in regions with numerous alleged human rights abuses and areas with high level migratory traffic.  (January 04-March 05)
Guatemala Crime Scene Investigation Project. Canada provided the Law Courts Education Society of British Columbia with a contribution of $50,000 to provide training to police and prosecutors in crime scene investigation techniques with the goal of addressing widespread criminality and impunity in Guatemala. (April 04-February 05)
HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Regional Institutional Support. Canada provided  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1support for the Strategic Reappraisal of the Regional Security System (RSS) of the Caribbean (the final report was submitted in January 2005).
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Strengthening the Legal Regime Against Terrorism in Central America and Mexico. Canada provided $92,220 to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to ensure that new domestic legislation adopted by El Salvador, Costa Rica, Panama, Nicaragua, Peru and Mexico implemented UNSCR 1373 (regarding the prevention and suppression of international terrorism) through the development of the requisite knowledge and skills among the relevant national authorities.
Fight Against Terrorism. Canada sponsored $145,000 for a counter-terrorism training seminar organized by the Commonwealth Secretariat in the Caribbean that was held in February 2005, which included a significant focus on combating the financing of terrorism. In cooperation with CICTE, the OAS Office of Legal Services, UNODC, and the IMF, Canada sponsored two legislative drafting seminars: 
1)  in October 2004 in Costa Rica in which representatives from the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Guatemala, Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador participated; 
2)  in El Salvador in January 2005 to provide a more in-depth review and guidance on the country’s draft counter-terrorism bill.
Strengthening Democratic Governance of the Security Sector in Latin America. Canada provided a $50,000 contribution to support the United Nations Foundation in an initiative to develop an integrated and comprehensive approach to security sector reform in Latin America. The activities will include an assessment of security sector reform in Latin America, development of a methodology for reporting on military expenditures, the establishment of an inventory of national defence legislation and Defence White Books in the Americas, and a project on modernizing the Ministry of Defence. (July 04-March 05)
CIVIL SOCIETY

Canada provided  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1support for civil society/Defence Ministry consultations aimed at facilitating the transparent review of Peru’s defence policy and development of its Defence White Paper (Nov. 03-Sept. 04).
 

TRADE, INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY

Budgetary Support to Grenada. Canada is providing $4.8 million to help build the capacity in Grenada to withstand external shocks by establishing and supporting the Agency for Reconstruction and Development.

Caribbean Regional Technical Assistance Center (CARTAC). Canada is committing $5 million to a three-year initiative extension intended to strengthen the region’s technical and institutional capacity to implement economic reform strategies in selected countries in the Caribbean. Inter alia, the project will help respond to the need for stronger tax administration and budget management, as well as for enhanced capacity for policy formulation and investment planning through economic and social statistics.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Telecommunications. Canada continued to meet with incoming delegations from various countries in the region interested in the Canadian Digital Inclusion model, and in Canada's new technologies and expertise in telecommunication policy issues.

Canada will participate in the organization and delivery of the third Regional Workshop on Computers for Schools, one of the key programs of the Canadian Digital Inclusion model, in cooperation with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA). This third workshop will focus on the Caribbean region. These workshops have been recognized and praised as an example of concrete deliverables during the last meetings of the Hemispheric Advisory Board (HAB) of the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).

Canada strengthened its role as a regional leader in the application of Information and Communication Technologies for Development (ICT4D), stressing the importance of mainstreaming information and communication technologies in National Development plans. It continues to support the design and implementation of integrated Connectivity Agendas or National E-Strategies based on principles of equity, universality and affordability, with an active and on-going participation of the private sector and civil society.

In its role as Chair and coordinator of the Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG) for the implementation of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito (ACAPAQ), Canada has been successful in generating effective dialogue and coordination mechanisms between selected international financing institutions, international organizations and other partners that are designing, funding and implementing National E-Strategies and ICT4D projects in Latin America & the Caribbean.

Canada is chairing the UN ICT Task Force Working Group on ICT Indicators, which has undertaken efforts to develop ICT indicators that measure impacts on development. This Working Group recently joined a partnership on ICT for development (ICT4D) launched at UNCTAD XI in June 2004.  The aim of the partnership is to improve and consolidate Information Society measurement activities at the regional and international levels. A number of activities have been undertaken by partnership members including a survey conducted by the UN Regional Commissions (ECLAC, ESCWA, ESCAP, ECA) on ICT indicators collected by each member country. 
E-Link Americas
Canada is providing $500,000 to achieve economies of scale through an open, standards-based, end-to-end broadband wireless solution, bundling both satellite-based and Wi-Fi connectivity for social and community development in areas of Latin America and the Caribbean where is it currently unavailable.

Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA). The @Campus project, an on-line learning program for public servants, developed jointly by Canada and Mexico, was launched in October 2004. Mexican President Vicente Fox thanked the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas and the Canadian government for their collaboration and said that the project “honours the commitments made in the framework of the Quebec City Summit”.  With financial support from ICA and the expertise of the Canadian School of Public Service, the pilot phase trained 800 public servants, helping civil service reform in Mexico.  

ICA supported the setup of a series of Wi-Fi pilot programs in Latin America to show how the technology can provide even the most remote communities with basic connectivity to support further development and education initiatives. Sites are operational in Brazil, Ecuador, Panama, and Colombia.  

ICA launched the e-Government Portal for Experts and the General Public in November 2004 (http://www.redgealc.net). This portal encourages the use of information and communication technologies as a tool to support public sector efficiency and transparency, taking advantage of lessons learned and solutions already in place.  

ICA announced the E-Link Americas project to provide Affordable Internet Access for the Americas. E-Link is a landmark project aimed at connecting the remote and underserved areas in the Americas using satellite and terrestrial wireless technologies.  E-Link Americas is a Canadian not-for-profit corporation supported by ICA, CIDA, the World Bank, OAS, and IDRC.  E-link will be providing service by mid-2005. 

Since October, ICA has announced funding for several new projects in the region: 
·  a virtual library project with CLACSO (the Social Sciences Counsel of Latin America); 
·  a Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) Project in the Caribbean; a Coordinator for the Regional Initiative of Computers For Schools; 
·  the second round call for proposals of the FRIDA Program (FRIDA is the Regional Fund for Digital Innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean); and,

·  three pre-selected projects using ICTs for rural women, HIV/AIDS awareness, and indigenous peoples (Mayan communities). 
The Inventory of Regional ICT Projects was updated to include more than 720 projects accessible in four languages to address the scarcity of regional Connectivity project information.  

ICA Connecting People - ICA sponsored over 10 events to connect people in the region including: sponsoring the participation of 6 experts from Chile, Colombia, and Venezuela to attend the Latin American E-Business Forum “Empowering SME Exporters Through ICTs” in Brazil; the OSILAC Workshop on Measuring the Information Society in LAC, in Chile - which helped standardize ICT indicators in LAC; a Marketing Seminar for Sustainable Tourism; and sponsoring the participation of 6 experts for the “VII Latin America and the Caribbean Workshop Internet Technology Networks (WALC 2004)” also in Peru. 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT

In October 2004, Canada contributed $1 million to the World Food Programme to support operations in Gonaïves and Port-de-Paix, Haiti, the areas hardest hit by the floods caused by tropical storm Jeanne. This commitment for Haiti is on top of Canada's initial $2 million contribution to support immediate relief efforts and is part of the more than $180 million over two years committed to Haiti's reconstruction and development efforts. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

On December 17, 2002, Canada ratified the Kyoto Protocol thereby committing itself to meeting the binding emissions reduction targets within the first Kyoto commitment period (2008-2012). The 2005 federal budget commits $4 billion over 5 years for actions on climate change, which will be implemented through initiatives such as $250 million over five years to the Partnership Fund in order to deliver targeted support for large strategic projects that are jointly agreed priorities for the Government of Canada and provinces and territories; the creation of a  $1 billion Clean Fund to stimulate cost-effective action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and stimulate technology development. It is also quadrupling Canada’s Wind Power Production Incentive in order to stimulate the installation of 4,000 megawatts (MW) of wind power capacity. 

Internationally, Canada has signed Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) MOUs in the last year last year with 10 countries in the region: Argentina, Panama, Brazil, Mexico, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Ecuador. 

Canada continued to promote the objectives and implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), most recently through its participation in the 10th Meeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice in February 2005. 

Following up on exploratory work conducted under the Hemispheric Alliance of Pollution Prevention (HAP2) under a contribution agreement and, with funding from Canada, a formal relationship between the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention a non-government organization, and the Sao Paulo Cleaner Production Roundtable (SPCPRT) continued. The partners identified several potential project areas including strengthening the outreach capacity of an NGO member of the SPCPRT board, integrating sustainable consumption into the activities of small and medium sized enterprises, and conducting training sessions on pollution prevention planning. Further funding is being sought before initiating these projects. 

Based on the exploratory work conducted under the Hemispheric Alliance of Pollution Prevention (HAP2) under a contribution agreement and with funding from Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), a formal relationship between the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention and the São Paulo Cleaner Production Roundtable (SPCPRT) is being pursued. Phase I of this new project will strengthen the capacity of the South American partners in sustainable production and consumption by sharing the knowledge and experience of the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention in information sharing, training and pollution prevention planning. The work will also allow the South American partners to leverage the success of the Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable, an existing North American Pollution Prevention Partnership and a newly launched Pollution Prevention World Information Network (P2WIN).

Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange (P2Rx) and the Pollution Prevention World Information Network (P2WIN) have used information technology to build a partnership. By expanding the existing exchange system, P2Rx and P2WIN are able to leverage resources and seamlessly share content.  This partnership furthers P2WIN’s successes in increasing access to P2 information throughout North America and globally.

Environment and Natural Resource Management. Canada continues to provide financial support to the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas (HEMA) process and the activities of the HEMA working group. 
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Canada continued playing a key role in the 13th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML) as a member of the troika of past, present and future Chairs of the Conference. Canada continues to actively contribute to the process of organizing the 14th IACML to be held in October 2005. 

Canada contributed $400,000 to the International Labour Organization (ILO) for the implementation of a two-year initiative to “Strengthening Governance in Costa Rica’s Labour Administration.” This initiative focuses on the promotion of respect of workers’ rights and working conditions as well as on strengthening the capacity of Costa Rica’s Labour Ministry to fulfill labour commitments related to free trade agreements.
Canada sponsored, along with its NAFTA partners, two key events:

1. A seminar on Incomes and Productivity in the Global Context, held in Washington, D.C. on October 22, 2004, where participants from Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. exchanged ideas and experiences on the linkages between employment, incomes and productivity in the North American region in the context of heightened global competition and production chains.

2. A conference on Trafficking in Persons in North America, held also in Washington, D.C. on December 6-7, 2004.  Participants, including representatives from governments, international organizations, NGOs, and employer and labour organizations, explored the various dimensions of trafficking in the United States, Mexico, and Canada, with a special emphasis on the labour aspects of trafficking.  

EDUCATION

Canada is providing $500,000 to replicate Canada's Computers for Schools Program in countries in the Hemisphere, through the establishment of long-term partnerships between governments, educational institutions, the private sector, NGOs and civil society.

HEALTH

Health Canada continued to work with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to manage several small-scale technical assistance projects that are financed through the Canada-PAHO Biennial Program Budget (BPB) funds. The BPB funds enable the mobilization of Canadian health experts to work with countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to improve health conditions.  

In addition to these ongoing projects, a number of Canadian experts were invited to provide technical assistance to various organizations in the region. Topics include:

$ 
Chile - microbiology and enteric pathogens

$ 
Dominican Republic - meeting to establish PAHO’s Advisory Committee on HIV/AIDS/STI

$ 
Trinidad and Tobago - workshop on ethics in health research

$ 
Argentina - workshop on homecare

$ 
St. Lucia - behavioural risk surveillance survey

$ 
Brazil - health human resources

$ 
Mexico - Technical Advisory Group for Vaccine Preventable Diseases

$ 
Nicaragua - indigenous health 

$ 
Chile - occupational indicators of health

National Tuberculosis Program in Ecuador. Canada is providing $1.2 million toward strengthening Ecuador’s National Tuberculosis programme. Working with Ecuador’s National Tuberculosis programme (NTP), the Canadian Lung Association will expand the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) tuberculosis management strategy to three additional provinces in Ecuador (Tunguragua, El Oro, and Manabi).
Combating Hidden Hunger in Latin America. tc "Combating Hidden Hunger in Latin America " \l 5Canada is providing $20 million for a research programme designed to combat hidden hunger in Latin America, resulting in the incorporation into the diet of rural and urban poor of bio-fortified high iron and zinc rice and beans and quality protein maize and beta carotene cassava and sweet potato. In turn, this will contribute to reducing vitamin A and iron and zinc deficiencies that are prevalent in many poor areas of the region.

GENDER EQUALITY

Gender Equality Basket Fund in Bolivia. Canada is contributing $1.1 million to a Common (Basket) Fund created by the Government of Bolivia in support of the implementation of the 2004-2007 National Plan of Policy Objectives for the Full Exercise of Women’s Rights. The Plan seeks to promote gender equality and equal opportunities for women and men in the access to resources and sustainable development benefits.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Aboriginal Integration. Canada  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1supported a program aimed at promoting the integration of members of Bolivia’s indigenous population into the armed forces and an education campaign focussed on equitable and responsible citizenship in the military. This included translation into Spanish of the doctrinal manual “Duty with Honour: The Profession of Arms in Canada”, (February 04-January 05).
2nd Indigenous Summit. The Government of Canada has provided $39,000 to the Assembly of First Nations and other Aboriginal Organizations in Canada and Argentina to help plan the 2nd Indigenous Summit of the Americas to be held in Argentina in October, 2005.

 

Aboriginal Connectivity. The Government of Canada is playing an active role through the Aboriginal Canada Portal Working Group in the planning and execution of the "Connecting Aboriginal Peoples Forum" to be held in Ottawa, March 14-18, 2005. The program for March 17-18 focuses on international priorities in the area of Indigenous Peoples and connectivity. The outcomes of this forum will provide a basis for planning the 2nd Indigenous Summit of the Americas and input by states and Indigenous Peoples to Phase II of the World Summit on the Information Society to be held in Tunis, November 2005.

Indigenous Rights. Canada continues to participate in the OAS negotiations on the Proposed Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the provision of funding to help broaden the indigenous participation in the negotiations. 

In cooperation with various partners, Canada is redesigning the Indigenous Peoples Partnership Program (IPPP). Originally announced at the First Indigenous Peoples Summit of the Americas in 2001, the IPPP seeks to facilitate partnerships between Canadian Aboriginal organizations and Indigenous Peoples organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean. It is expected to be a more flexible and responsive IPPP, which maintains a clear focus on promoting sustainable development and contributing to reducing poverty for Indigenous communities. The redesigned IPPP will be launched in March, 2005.
DECLARATION OF NUEVO LEÓN

ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH EQUITY TO REDUCE POVERTY

Seed Production and Marketing in Nicaragua. Canada is committing $2.8 million to provide technical assistance and training to support production techniques and practices aimed at greater economic yields, organic methodology, and certification, and improving seed quality. Marketing services are geared toward improving the organisation among producer groups and integrating them formally into the production and marketing chains.

MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Fight Against Corruption. In March 2004, Canada committed $350,000 to support operational costs of the Follow-up Mechanism over the next two years, and to support the development of a technical co-operation pilot project to facilitate the implementation of the Committee of Expert’s recommendations in the first four reviewed states. Canada through its Human Security Program is providing $50,000 per year until 2005 in order to support the work of the Committee. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Rehabilitation of Juvenile Delinquents. The Government of Canada provided $50,000 to hold two symposiums involving the security sector and civil society to establish best practises on issues of juvenile delinquency and the rehabilitation of young offenders. One symposium was held in Guatemala City on November 10-11, 2004 and the other in San Salvador on December 1-2, 2004. 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

Justice Sector Monitoring. Canada is  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1supporting a Venezuelan civil society initiative to monitor the quality of information available and practices of governmental organizations, particularly in the justice sector  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(March 04-Jan 05).
Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA). Canada is providing $50,000 to the Parliamentary Centre to support the organization of the Plenary Meeting, to hold executive meetings and support the Terrorism and Women Parliamentarian Groups with the goal of improving cooperation and dialogue in the hemisphere.
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