Canadian National Report: Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas in the Period November 2002 - June 2003
__________________________________________________________________
Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars.
1.         MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Electoral Process and Procedures.  The Government of Canada supported the examination of issues important to political parties in the hemisphere, by contributing $150,000 to the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties held in Vancouver in December 2002, co-hosted by Canada. The participation of women in politics, political parties and campaign financing and the role of political parties and policy making were all subjects of discussion, and were identified as areas of concern within the Quebec City Plan of Action.

Fight against Corruption.  The Government of Canada actively participated in the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. With the Canadian contribution of $200,000 over four years (until 2005), the OAS is organizing meetings of the Committee of Experts, and the conferences of States Parties, as well as overseeing the dissemination of the main documents on the Follow-Up Mechanism’s website that are derived from the Mechanism’s activities.

2. HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for international Standards. Canada is a state party to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.”To ensure that Canada does not become a safe haven for any person who commits genocide, a crime against humanity, a war crime or other reprehensible acts regardless of when or where the crime took place, and to meet Canada's international obligations in seeking an end to impunity, Canada enacted the Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Act, the Geneva Conventions Act, and specific provisions within the Criminal Code as well as other legal provisions.
Strengthening Human Rights Systems.  Canada provided $239,000 over the past two years to support The Americas Network, which represents the National Human Rights Institutions of the Americas. The goal of the Network is to establish, maintain and promote respect for human rights in the hemisphere. The Network seeks to address different challenges such as increasing the effectiveness of its members while continuing to reinforce the Network’s organizational strengths. Canada provided $500,000 to support the establishment of two regional Offices of the Human Rights Ombudsman in Colombia during 2001-2002 to help promote and protect human rights in the country, and to educate others about the status and basis for human rights protection in Colombia. 

Migration.  Canada strengthened cooperation among states to address issues related to migration. With support of $100,000 from the Government of Canada, the International Organization for Migration is promoting sensitization and support for migrants’ rights through information and advocacy activities. Key to implementation is participation and networking with civil society organizations as well as the preparation of manuals and leaflets to be used by peer educators.

With the enactment of the new Immigration Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) in June 2002, Canada made it an offence to traffic in human beings. Canada identified trafficking in persons, particularly women and children, as a priority. Canada seeks an international reciprocal police cooperation agreement, which would raise global awareness of the Canadian immigration enforcement program.

Canada works within Interpol on the issue of trafficking in persons. Canada financially contributed to the production and global distribution of a bulletin warning women of the possible consequences of being offered passage to Canada by other than normal means. 
Human Rights of Women.  Canada is funding research through Status of Women Canada’s Policy Research Fund, and the exploration of policy options with government and non-governmental partners on improving access to benefits for non-standard workers. In March 2003, Canada released a new report, “Occupational Health of Women in Non-Standard Employment,” which examines factors affecting the health of women in non-standard employment. 

A report was submitted to the UN and presented at the Expert Group Meeting on “the participation and access of women to information and communication technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women” held in Korea in November 2002. The meeting was in preparation for the March 2003 UN Commission on the Status of Women, which considered this issue as one of its two themes. The work of the UN Commission will contribute to the December 2003 World Summit on the Information Society. In support of the work of the UN, Canada committed $198,200 for fiscal year 2002-03, and $441,800 for fiscal year 2003-04.

The Government of Canada produced Women in Canada 2000, a gender-based statistical guide. This publication provides a comprehensive portrait of the status of women and men throughout their lives so that the public and policymakers can better understand how different patterns of education, income, labour force participation, health status and the experience of family life affect women and men as they age. Work Chapter Updates on the Women in Canada 2000 publication are being released on the Internet for free on an ad hoc basis, the latest release having taken place May 2003.

Freedom of Opinion and Expression.  The Government of Canada strengthened freedom of expression in the Americas by providing $50,000 to PEN International, a worldwide human rights organization that works on behalf of writers who are persecuted and imprisoned in violation of their right to freedom of expression. With this contribution, PEN Canada, a centre of PEN International, is working to strengthen freedom of expression by sending appeals to governments, and by informing the work of international governmental organizations and non-governmental organisations. 

3. JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

Independence of the Judiciary.  The Government of Canada continues to support the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA), based in Chile, to improve the quality and accessibility of information on the judicial sector in the Americas. A contribution of $77,000 was provided to the CEJA to assist the organization with the preparation of an annual report on Latin American justice systems. This report contains information to assist judges, and to allow others to understand the ways justice works in different member countries.

The Canadian government will provide $1,500,000 over three years to support the efforts of the CEJA in modernizing the justice systems of the region, and in building the capacity of civil society organizations and institutions that provide public criminal defence.

The Canadian government supported the training of personnel representing key national institutions through full scholarships to the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre’s program in Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) in February 2003. In bringing together both civilian and military representatives from throughout the hemisphere, the program supported national and regional capacities to engage in conflict prevention initiatives.

Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice.  The Government of Canada provided more than $100,000 over the past 18 months and will provide an additional $85,000 over the next 18 months for follow-up to the recommendations of the IV Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Americas (REMJA IV), to assist with the expansion of the website for mutual assistance in criminal matters and for extradition. Following the recommendations of REMJA IV, Canada hosted a conference in April 2003 on mutual legal assistance in criminal matters with a view to improving and submitting a plan of action for consideration at REMJA V.

Combating the Drug Problem.  Canada has taken a substantive and visible leadership role within the OAS Inter-American Commission on Drugs (CICAD) in general, and in developing the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) in particular. From 1998-2000, Canada chaired the meetings of the Working Group, which oversaw the development of the MEM. At the December 2002 CICAD session in Mexico City, Canada was elected Vice-Chair of the CICAD Commission. Canada will host the CICAD Commission session in Autumn 2003 and take over the CICAD Chairmanship. In 2002-2003, Canada gave a significant contribution of $700,000 to CICAD, of which $300,000 went directly to the MEM. Over the last few years Canada supported several other drug-related initiatives through its annual contribution to the CICAD, including, but not limited to: training for judges and prosecutors on money laundering; support for the Andean Community Regional Anti-Drug School; and furthering a programme of nursing education in Latin America.

In 2002, Canada provided funding of $126,000 for the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA) in support of the Virtual Clearinghouse on Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs (VCATOD). The clearinghouse is an internet-based initiative to improve global policy and practice by identifying and linking credible and accurate sources of information and knowledge with civil society, government and private sector organizations and institutions. To operationalize the VCATOD, Canada provided $250,000 2000-2001, and $175,000 in 2001-2002.

On January 9, 2003, Canada instituted the Precursor Control Regulations that bring us in line with the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. The RCMP, through its National Chemical Diversion Program, liaises with the chemical industry and other government agencies to prevent the diversion of chemicals, on a national and international basis. The movement of chemicals to and from Canada is monitored, with participation from international partners.

In March-April, 2003, Canada contributed $22,000 for workshops in Source Witness Protection for officials from Mexico, Guatemala and El Salvador. These workshops shared Canadian methods of Source Witness Protection, and provided guidance on how participants could establish similar programs. Canada will follow-up with more in depth training for Mexico, during the second half of this year.

Canada assisted the Dominican Republic with the implementation of a Community Policing Program. Two Canadian experts provided guidance and instruction in support of this program.

Transnational Organized Crime.  Canada is committed to the fight against money laundering and continues to promote cooperation in this field. Canada is a Cooperating and Supporting Nation (COSUN) of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF) which is an organization of Caribbean States that have agreed to implement common countermeasures to address money laundering. The Government of Canada makes an annual contribution and has funded the provision of legal expertise to build capacity of that organization. The Government of Canada provided financial support to the CFATF Typologies exercises that took place in Trinidad and Tobago in April 2002, and in Panama in March 2003.

Canada provided training in proceeds of crime to six Caribbean investigators, in three Canadian cities, as a contribution to the Caribbean Anti-Money Laundering Program (CALP). It is anticipated that 12 more officials will receive training over a two-year period. The first group of six officials, comprising two investigators from Jamaica, the Bahamas and Trinidad will begin training in June 2003. Participants will be attached for two weeks to the RCMP Integrated Proceeds of Crime Units.

Canada is a leader in the field of money laundering investigative methods and, as such, continues to be approached by domestic and foreign agencies to provide training and assistance. Venezuela, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Cuba, Panama, Bahamas, Peru and many others have received training from experienced Canadian police officers on money laundering techniques, international banking, offshore banking and fiscal havens, operational and investigative techniques, mutual legal assistance treaties, and on the functionality of the Integrated Proceeds of Crime Model. 
Canada is instrumental in promoting the adoption of investigative techniques, contained in the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime. The Government of Canada contributed $1.5 million to the UN Crime Prevention Program, which has an impact on the countries of the hemisphere, and which provides assistance to potential signatories of the UN Transnational Organized Crime Convention.

The Government of Canada contributed $50,000 in support of the conceptualization and production of a Guide to the Legislative Reforms Required to Implement the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.

The Government of Canada contributed $200,000, over two years, to the International Organization for Migration and Covenant House (Casa Alianza), which have begun a pilot project that aims to repatriate and reintegrate Central American street children who have been trafficked to Canada and the United States. The main objective of the project is to contribute to the protection of the human rights of Honduran street children living in Vancouver and children at risk of falling victim to trafficking.

Prevention of Violence.  Canada supports programs and activities to prevent violence and conflict in the Americas. Canada will contribute up to $2 million to the OAS during 2003-2004 to support the mandate of the Special Mission in Haiti and its contribution to conflict resolution and, the coordination of elections through the strengthening of democratic institutions. In the Andean region, Canada supports the peace-building activities of the Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary General on Colombia through a contribution of $200,000 over two years. The Special Adviser’s efforts in Colombia focus on pursuing a negotiated settlement to the conflict and coordinating UN-system activities. This is especially important since the interruption of the peace process and the intensification of the violence. Canada provided $50,000 to the Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum (CPPF) that aims to strengthen the knowledge base and analytical capacity of the UN system in the fields of conflict prevention and management, peacemaking and peace-building. CPPF provides UN staff with more systematic channels of access to scholars, experts and practitioners outside the intergovernmental system. The Canadian contribution is also helps prevent violence in the Andean region.

4. HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 

Strengthening Mutual Confidence.  The Government of Canada contributed $50,000 to the OAS in support of the Second High Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States. The meeting assisted the small island states to formulate, and consolidate a common position on security in preparation for the Special Conference, and it contributed to confidence and security building measures between participating states.

Canada provided $50,000 to support the transfer, to civilian authorities in Guatemala, of a National Program on Arms Control. The transfer to civilian authority of the Department of Control on Arms and Ammunition, currently under the responsibility of the Ministry of Defense, to the Ministry of Interior, is one of the commitments of the Peace Agreement.
Fight against Terrorism.  The Government of Canada is committed to the fight against terrorism in the hemisphere. Canada provided $13,000 to the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) of the OAS to develop a database to serve as an online reference and referral system for both government entities and individuals with respect to terrorism issues in the Americas.

Terrorism financing is a serious problem for the international economic system and governments recognize that greater international cooperation is needed to counter terrorism financing. The Government of Canada provided financial assistance to the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF) and the Financial Action Task Force of South America for a meeting in March 2003 to facilitate cooperation in the struggle against terrorism financing.

Canada played a prominent role in the negotiations leading to the Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism, which was adopted by the OAS General Assembly in June 2002, and opened for signature. In December 2002, Canada became the first state to ratify the Convention. All of the convention’s provisions have already been implemented in Canada. 

Canada contributed significantly to the work of the 3rd Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) held in San Salvador, El Salvador. Canada stressed the need for strengthening cooperation in the fight against terrorism by implementing border control, customs control, and financial control measures. The Session also emphasized the importance of establishing formal relationships between CICTE and international, and regional organizations such as the UN, or the Financial Action Task Force, and for creating an official network of contacts on counter-terrorism issues in the OAS.

Canada participates in a number of initiatives that provide assistance to countries in the hemisphere in implementing the 12 international conventions and protocols on terrorism and the UNSC Resolution 1373. These initiatives encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat and eliminate all forms of terrorism, and contribute to facilitate the implementation of the CICTE Work Plan.

Along with the United States and Mexico, Canada cosponsored the Puebla Process Pilot Initiative, a one-week long pilot training program on border control measures. The exercise took place in nine countries, involved fifteen trainers, and provided training to more than 400 immigration inspectors and border police.

The Government of Canada contributed $87,000 to the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) Directory of Civil Aviation in June 2002, to strengthen airport and aviation security in Eastern Caribbean. 

In 2003, the Government of Canada provided funding in support of the implementation of a program on witness protection in Mexico. This program will lead to better cooperation in international investigations, as it lays the groundwork to ensure uniformity in how informants and witnesses are handled across jurisdictions. 

In the context of its commitment to fight terrorism financing, Canada provided funding for a local lawyer to build legal capacity within the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF).

Last April, on the margins of the Western Hemisphere Financial Meeting, Canada announced $5 million in funding for the Global Financial Stability Program over three years.
5. CIVIL SOCIETY 

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes.  The Government of Canada helps strengthen the participation of civil society in hemispheric, regional and national processes. As an example, Canada provided $50,000 for a recent regional Civil Society Meeting, organized through the FLACSO consortium, for the Special Conference on Security in the Americas. The meeting in Santiago helped to foster civil society participation and input into the Special Conference on Security in the Americas to be held in Mexico in October 2003. The Government of Canada gave $50,000 to provide an opportunity for government and civil society representatives in Central America to exchange views on the redefinition of the Democratic Security Framework Agreement of Central America (TMSDCA). A meeting will be organized in Guatemala in June 2003. In February-March, 2003, Canada consulted with Canadian civil society on Canadian sectoral offers under the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiations, and the Special Conference on Security.

Canada provided $30,000 in support of Human Rights Internet, a Canadian non-governmental organization, to facilitate the hosting of a two-day conference in Mexico City in May 2003 on “Promoting a Culture of Human Rights in Mexico.” This workshop fostered civil society participation in the promotion of human rights and provided examples of best practices to further encourage cooperation between government and civil society on human rights issues.

6. TRADE, INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY
Trade and Investment.  The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) is an integral part of the larger Summit of the Americas process. The FTAA complements Summit objectives, such as strengthening democracy, promoting human rights and finding ways to address a range of social and economic issues through hemispheric cooperation. The FTAA is perhaps the most visible element of the Summit process, but its principal objectives of growth and development through enhanced economic integration are ultimately intended to reinforce the Summit’s broader objectives. Canada continues to play an active leadership role in the negotiations. Canada currently serves as Chair of the Negotiating Group on Dispute Settlement and is the Vice Chair of the Negotiating Group on Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties. Canada continues to champion the cause for greater transparency in the FTAA negotiations. At the April 2001 Trade Ministerial in Buenos Aires, the Trade Ministers endorsed Canada’s proposal to make public the consolidated draft negotiating text of the FTAA Agreement. This result was reaffirmed at the November 2002 Trade Ministerial in Quito, which demonstrates that our long-standing efforts to instil a new culture of transparency in trade negotiations have taken hold. In the region, Canada will push for the release of the third version of the draft FTAA at the Miami Ministerial, to be held in November 2003. In February 2003, Canada was the first country in the hemisphere to make public its FTAA market access offers. In April 2003, based on a Canadian proposal, the FTAA Vice-Ministers agreed to derestrict the Trade Negotiation Committee’s “Guidance and Instruction to FTAA entities,” which included a number of measures that will enhance the transparency of the negotiation and encourage greater participation of civil society in the FTAA process.

Canada supported the creation of the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies (CGSE) as a forum to identify a means to address the concerns of smaller economies. Through the CGSE, Canada is engaging the smaller economies of the hemisphere in delineating measures and technical assistance to cushion their adjustment to trade liberalization. As part of these efforts, Canada worked with other members of the CGSE to create a Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP) which provides a framework for prioritizing and addressing trade-related technical assistance (TRTA), in a way which reflects each country's changing needs as the stages of the FTAA process evolve. The framework for the HCP was approved by Trade Ministers in Quito in November 2002.

Canada is assisting Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua in implementing the eight customs-related business facilitation measures identified in the context of FTAA implementation. This assistance includes a workshop held in each country, complemented by two follow-up missions held within 12 months of the workshop. The workshop goals include training senior officials from Customs agencies in the World Customs Organization’s self diagnosis process, and in using the results of the self-assessment process to establish a technical assistance plan for a number of the administration’s key functions.

Corporate Social Responsibility.  The Canadian government continues to promote corporate social responsibility in the Americas. At the Third Summit of the Americas, held in April 2001 in Quebec City, leaders endorsed action items calling for the continued analysis and consideration of corporate social responsibility (CSR) at the Organization of Americas States (OAS) and, in particular, for the convening of a Hemispheric meeting on CSR in early 2002. Canada provided a contribution of $100,000 for this conference, held in Miami in September 2002.

7.
 INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT  
Telecommunications.  Canada’s domestic consultations with the private sector, civil society and government in preparation for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is well advanced. Canada expects that the WSIS will facilitate the development of a roadmap to accelerate the integration of all nations into a global information and knowledge society. 

The hemisphere, through its experience in developing a Connectivity Agenda for the Americas, will bring a unique perspective to the WSIS. Canada will work with hemispheric partners to identify key interests and concerns for inclusion in the WSIS outputs, and to ensure active participation by hemispheric leaders at the WSIS , to be held in Geneva, December 10-12, 2003.

Canada’s domestic regulatory framework provides universal service to Canadian citizens, and is considered a model of transparency and efficiency. In the hemisphere, Canada participates in the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) working groups and shares experiences and information to assist hemispheric partners in achieving the goal of universal access. Canada offered assistance to several countries in the region on a bilateral basis.

Through participation in CITEL and other multilateral fora in the hemisphere, Canada shares best practices and information on means to fulfil the Summit mandates. Canada engages with many countries in the hemisphere to provide bilateral assistance with spectrum management, understanding of technical issues, and discussions of regulatory and policy principles designed to encourage the development of an information infrastructure. 

Within the CITEL, Canada co-chairs the working group charged with implementation of the Inter-American Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA). As of April 2003, eight countries, including Canada, USA, Brazil, El Salvador and Peru are participating in Phase I (mutual recognition of testing labs) of the MRA. Mexico and Argentina are planning to join in the fourth quarter of 2003. Canada and the US are participating in Phase II (mutual recognition of certification bodies) of the MRA. In Canada, legislation supporting full participation within the MRA has been enacted.

Domestically, Canada put in place a technology-neutral policy, legislative and regulatory framework which is intended to speed the introduction of communications technologies and services in this country, entirely in accord with all aspects of the Summit mandate. The Government of Canada announced a new Broadband for the Rural and Northern Development Pilot Program, designed to ensure that rural and remote parts of the country have access to high speed networks. Funding is provided through a competitive process to bring publicly available broadband access to Canadian communities, with priority given to First Nations, northern, remote and rural communities which are currently unserved by Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) or cable modem service. This program is part of the Government of Canada's commitment to ensuring broadband access for all Canadian communities by 2005. 

Canada cooperated with Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico to draft the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito (ACAPAQ) which was approved by CITEL in December 2002. The ACAPAQ will help the countries of the hemisphere to understand the nature of connectivity, in order to develop a model for developing each country’s connectivity agenda in fulfilment of the Summit mandate. The ACAPAQ has been recognized by the World Telecommunication Development Conference and the Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union as a high priority for implementation, thereby demonstrating significant global recognition. The document was presented to Senior Telecommunications Officials at the CITEL Assembly in August 2002, and was forwarded by the OAS Executive Secretariat for the Summit Process to all member states.

Canada (as CITEL Rapporteur on Connectivity Matters) is working with an ad hoc interagency group to identify and classify connectivity projects underway in the Americas, to identify gaps and overlaps of activity, and to develop projects and a funding model to implement the Agenda for Connectivity. In addition the group is developing an outreach program to engage regional and sub-regional agencies and organizations at the highest possible level in pursuit of the Summit mandate on Connectivity.

Connectivity - Institute for Connectivity in the Americas.  The Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) continues to work with partners in Canada, governments of the hemisphere, the OAS, international funding institutions (including the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank), educational institutions, and civil society towards achieving its mission goal of “Connecting People, Connecting Ideas, Connecting the Americas.”

In mid-May, ICA completed a third regional consultation “ICTs in Action: Strategies for Social Development in Central America.” Consultations have already taken place in the Southern Cone and the Caribbean, followed by ‘Connectivity for Indigenous Peoples of the Americas’. These events boast increased communication and cooperation between the multi-sectoral participants, both face-to-face and online using ICA’s discussion groups. The virtual discussion groups, in addition to the events, are beginning to produce a number of innovative connectivity project ideas. On April 10, 2003, ICA supported the first of a series of tele-learning events, streamed and broadcast, in collaboration with Carleton University (Canada) and the Global Development Learning Network of the World Bank focussing on Latin American Monetary and Fiscal Policy.
To connect ideas and highlight best practices, several case studies and reports have been published on ICT success stories in Latin America and the Caribbean. The topics of the case studies and reports include: e-government, computers for schools program implementation in Latin America, tele-centres as part of the community, a national connectivity project, and research into a Caribbean distance education network. The ICA announced a municipal e-government awards program in Monterrey, Mexico, in partnership with Asociación Hispanoamericana de Centros de Investigación y Empresas de Telecomunicaciones of Spain.  
ICA’s hemispheric advisory board met for the 3rd time in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on June 3-5, 2003. Among other digital pioneers from across the Americas, the OAS, the IDB, the World Bank, and ICA’s founding Canadian stakeholders are represented on the Board. ICA is incubated at the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in Ottawa, Canada. A full list of projects, case studies and events can be found on the website at www.ICAmericas.net.  
Transport.  Transportation initiatives stemming from the Summits of the Americas process are monitored and encouraged under the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI). The WHTI acts as a forum for cooperation and the exchange of information among the transport ministries of the 34 Summit countries.

The WHTI is currently overseeing and/or planning activities in a number of areas that correspond to priorities identified by Transport Ministers of the Americas, who meet biannually at WHTI Ministerial meetings. Canada presently chairs the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety, Security and Assistance (GEASA), and the group leading efforts to create and implement theWestern Hemipshere Transportation Data System. Canada leads efforts to coordinate and harmonize policies on the Transportation of Dangerous Goods. 
Canada actively participated at the most recent WHTI Ministerial, held May 8-9, 2003 in Ixtapa, Mexico. The Joint Ministerial Statement that was issued called for the creation of a transportation security working group, and encouraged the WHTI Executive Community to explore the possibility of having a working group dedicated to furthering air transportation liberalization.

Canada chaired the Executive Committee of the WHTI for several years, before handing over the leadership in late 2002 to Brazil. However, Canada continues to play a key role in the WHTI Executive Committee, participating in meetings and offering support to the chair.
The Executive Committee is responsible for liaising with regional organizations having transportation mandates and programs in order to increase inter-organizational cooperation thereby reducing duplication of efforts. Having been made aware of the work of the WHTI, the Inter-American Ports Commission resolved to coordinate its activities with the WHTI. Furthermore, the Executive Committee began to explore possible funding relationships with international financial organizations to further its goals.

8.  DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

The Multinational Andean Project: Geoscience for Andean Communities (MAP:GAC) transfers Canadian geoscience technologies to the National Andean Geoscience Institutions of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela to enhance their capacity to efficiently and effectively supply the required services to provide geoscientific information fundamental to disaster management. Through this collaboration, updated and integrated geoscience and geospatial information on natural hazards will be provided for land use planning and natural hazard mitigation. Canadian experience and expertise will assist these nations to identify, integrate and disseminate information on natural hazards, hydrological factors and geology in specific areas to aid land use planning. The Project began in June 2002 and has an expected completion date of 2008. The Geological Survey of Canada, as the lead Project partner, administers the estimated $12 million in funding being provided by Canadian International Development Agency.
Canada provided nearly $50,000 in May 2003 for the reconstruction of community and sanitary infrastructure in Sante Fe, Argentina that was damaged by flooding.

9. 
ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Environment and Natural Resources Management.  Canada hosted the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas (HEMA) meeting in Ottawa, in March 2002, at which Ministers agreed to meet every four years before each Summit of the Americas, and where they established a number of priority action areas that required concerted efforts, including the creation of a task force charged with making concrete recommendations following-up on the HEMA process. 

Canada continues to work with our counterparts in the region and international and regional organizations to further develop the HEMA Task Force. The Task Force is expected to meet three times this year to complete its work. The first meeting of the HEMA Task Force was held in Montreal, May 22 and 23, 2003. Upon completion of its work, the Task Force is expected to present a report with recommendations to Ministers of Health and the Environment of the Americas. 

Canada and Chile decided that one of the four priority areas of their work program under the Canada - Chile Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (CCAEC) would be in the area of health and environment. With Canadian government funding, the cooperation between Canada and Chile expanded to include two activities on health and environment in their 2002-2003 work program. The first activity was a workshop in Chile to strengthen the implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal. The second activity was a Policy Forum on Health and Environment that took place in Santiago in November 2002. It examined air quality indicators and the health effects of air pollution on vulnerable populations in both countries with the view to sharing information and policy approaches. 

On December 17, 2002, Canada ratified the Kyoto Protocol thereby becoming the only country in the Americas committing itself to meeting the binding emissions reduction targets within the first Kyoto commitment period (2008-2012). Canada is working with key stakeholders throughout the country to implement our national plan for climate change. Canada spent $1.6 billion on climate change since 1998. The 2003 federal budget committed an additional $2 billion.

The Species At Risk Act (SARA) received Royal Assent on December 12, 2002. The goal of this Act is to prevent the extinction of wildlife and to help in the recovery of those species that are at risk because of human activities. The Act builds on existing laws and programs at the federal and provincial levels because the protection of wildlife is a responsibility shared among the different levels of government in Canada. Some of Canada’s international obligations under the Biodiversity Convention are met by the enactment of this Act. Canada is pledging $33 million over two years to implement the act, which is in addition to the approximately $45 million per year that was previously allocated for developing a national strategy on species at risk.

Canada will contribute $10 million over the next five years to help rehabilitate the Artibonite River Watershed along the border between Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

Hemispherically, Canada has been a leader and active member of the Mines Ministries of the Americas Conference (CAMMA) since 1996. This ministerial level forum serves as a venue for the exchange of information and best practices, policy discussions, the development of programs related to the sustainable development of minerals and metals, and the identification of areas of mutual interest and collaboration. Within CAMMA, Canada is a member of the Coordinating Committee mandated to implement the action plan and decisions arising from the 2001 VI CAMMA ministerial conference. The International Working Group, which acts as a liaison between CAMMA and other international mining fora is currently led by Canada. Canada holds the leadership of the multi-stakeholder Mining and Communities Working Group, whose objectives include studying and developing guidelines for improved interactions between communities, business and government. 

Canada and Guyana entered into a Memorandum of Understanding for the Guyana Mining Environmental Capacity Building Project in 1998. This project is developing environmental expertise in several of the key institutions involved in mining in Guyana. The Government of Canada is providing $3.75 million to support this project through June 2004.

The Government of Canada committed to help develop a National Orphaned and Abandoned Mines Initiative (NOAMI). Funding for the 2003-2004 funding year will be approximately $100,000, contributed by both the mining industry and federal and provincial governments.

Canada created a team of experts committed to conduct research in the area of sustainable mine waste management, to assist industry in addressing challenges and finding long-term environmentally acceptable approaches to reduce liability for environmental contamination. An estimated budget of $750,000 has been allocated for 2003-2004.

The Mine Environment Neutral Drainage (MEND) initiative is a co-operative research program that is directed by a partnership of the Government of Canada with industry, provincial and territorial governments, and non-governmental organizations. The most recent MEND project was launched in 2001 as a research-based program that is to focus on Canadian priority issues. In partnership with the mining industry, a budget of $300,000 has been allocated for 2003-2004.

10. 
AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
The Agricultural Environmental Stewardship Initiative (AESI) contributes to environmental stewardship by addressing national environment priority issues such as water quality, soil health, wildlife habitat and biodiversity, and greenhouse gas emissions, through education and awareness, technology transfer, and stewardship tools. This initiative builds on the regionally-sensitive National Soil and Water Conservation Program (NSWCP) model and will complement the other national environmental initiatives focusing on climate change, wildlife habitat and livestock issues. 

There has been steady progress in the development and progress of the Agriculture Policy Framework (APF) since it was announced last June, with the transition phase from planning to implementation of the new programs on April 1, 2003 almost complete. The emphasis of this phase has been on consultations and round tables with a wide range of groups and individuals, including parliamentarians, civil society and members of the scientific academic communities, based on the five priorities of the APF: food safety, environment, science and innovation, renewal and business risk management. A significant amount of feedback and suggestions were received and are currently being analysed.

The Canadian Agricultural Rural Communities Initiative (CARCI) was established to help sustain and develop agricultural rural communities in Canada. CARCI funding is available for rural coordination organizations that impact on rural agricultural communities, projects that develop community partnerships which respond to rural development issues; workshops, conferences and seminars which allow the sharing of experiences and solutions for addressing common agricultural rural community issues; and research.

The Canadian Adaptation and Rural Development Fund (CARD) provides assistance to the Canadian 4-H Council to further develop leadership and citizenship skills. It provides support to encourage 4-H efforts which address key issues in agriculture and rural Canada for rural youth, thereby enhancing the long-term viability of the agri-food industry. 

A National Rural Conference was held April 4-6, 2002 in Charlottetown, Canada. The 

Canadian Office of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) was an important sponsor of this Conference. Most recently, a National Rural Conference was held in Orillia, Canada on May 2-4, 2003. IICA Canada Office sponsored three rural youth from Latin America to attend the conference.

11. LABOUR 
Canada is a leader in addressing the labour dimensions of the Summit of the Americas process and has served as Chair of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML) since October of 2001.  

The Ottawa Declaration and Plan of Action coming out of the XII IACML called for a concrete set of initiatives that build on the labour and employment commitments mandated by the Quebec Summit of the Americas’ Action Plan. Work under the Action Plan focused on the following key objectives: (1) Promoting the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work; (2) Strengthening the capacity of labour ministries to implement labour laws and policies, focusing on the needs of smaller economies; and (3) Working towards a deeper understanding of an agreement on the labour dimensions of the Summit of the Americas process. Under the Ottawa Action Plan, a series of international workshops were held to study the impact of trade and economic integration on labour, economic security, gender issues and occupational health and safety. Canada is offering up to $1.2 million to facilitate implementation of the Ottawa Plan of Action.

12. 
GROWTH WITH EQUITY
Development Financing.  Canada committed $38 million over seven years to the Caribbean Development Bank’s Basic Needs Trust Fund. This Fund provides resources targeted at improving conditions in poor rural communities through the delivery of basic public services, such as the provision of water systems, schools and health facilities.
Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility.  The Government of Canada supported the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Colombia with $1 million to secure greater respect for its mandate from all armed groups, authorities and civilians, so it can continue carrying out effectively its activities focusing on protection, assistance, visits to detainees and dissemination of humanitarian principles. Canada supported Peace Brigades International in Colombia with $300,000 to accompany people or organizations under threat, make regular visits to conflict zones, distribute information about the evolution of the conflict, work with civil and military authorities, and carry out public relations and lobbying work to give international support to those under threat. Canada contributed $200,000 to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for its work in Colombia to facilitate coordination among UN Agencies, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Organization of Migration, other inter-governmental organizations, and civil society to address the humanitarian needs of internally displaced people.

13. EDUCATION

Canada will contribute $20 million over five years for the Education for All Fast-Track Initiative for Honduras. This funding will support national education sector programming, including ensuring universal access, improving the quality of basic education, reducing gender disparities, keeping children in school and providing training for teachers. In addition, Canada will be providing $3 million to support a Secondary and Professional Reform project in Brazil that has the goal of rendering the educational system more responsive to the rapidly changing needs of the labour market.
Science and Technology.  The Northeastern Brazil Groundwater Project (PROASNE) is a Canada-Brazil collaboration that seeks to achieve sustainable access to safe drinking water, and in so doing, reduce child mortality and contribute to eradicating extreme poverty and hunger. Canadian expertise and technology are helping introduce, in Brazil, a new and more efficient approach to groundwater resource exploration, development and management that will ensure long-term sustainability of rural communities, especially in periods of drought. The transfer and adaptation of modern Canadian technologies will improve the way the groundwater resources of the semi-arid northeast of Brazil are developed and managed, which in turn will translate into more abundant and better quality water for the population. The Project was initiated in April 2000 and has an expected completion date of March 2004. Canada is providing funding of 1.6 million over the life of the project.

GlobeSAR-2 is a geomatics technology transfer program focused on the use of RADARSAT technology for improved resource management in Latin America. The primary purpose of GlobeSAR is to prepare participating countries to use data from the Canadian remote sensing satellite RADARSAT-1 and to strengthen their capability to use radar data for resource management applications. Built on the success of earlier radar data programs, GlobeSAR-2 involved 11 Latin American countries including Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, and Uruguay. Funding of $4.5 million was provided by Canada.
After a six-year duration, the GlobeSAR-2 project was successfully completed in March 2003. Discussions and proposal development are in progress, with hopes to have new GlobeSAR activities in Latin America developed in the near future.

14. 
HEALTH
Health and Health Sector Reform.  Canada is an active participant in the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), where Canada is the second largest financial contributor. In March 2003, Canada welcomed the new Director of PAHO, Dr. Mirta Roses, on her first official visit to Canada, where discussions were held as to how Canada and PAHO could better work together on health related issues in the Americas. The Government of Canada is providing $15 million during 2002-2009 to support Bolivia's Comprehensive Health Program, which will continue to support reforms in the public health care system to improve service delivery. Canada allocated $990,000 during 2003-2007 to support the Healthier Future Project in Argentina to respond to the health needs of aboriginal and rural women in one of the poorest provinces of Argentina.

With respect to communicable diseases, the Government of Canada is channeling $1.5 million through Foster Parents Plan during 2003-2005 to support its HIV/AIDS prevention work with youth in Honduras.
15. 
GENDER EQUALITY
Women continue to make significant progress in many spheres of Canadian society in recent years. Expanded Employment Insurance maternity and parental benefits, the Family Violence Initiative, and pay equity have made a difference for Canadian women.

Canada focuses its work on gender equality issues in three areas, specifically: (i) improving women’s economic autonomy and well-being; (ii) eliminating systemic violence against women and children; and (iii) advancing women’s rights. As Vice-President of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Commission of Women(CIM), Canada continues to advance the interests of women in these three areas. Canada is working towards strengthening and modernizing the CIM in order to position it strategically within the Inter-American system as the primary policymaking body on women's human rights and gender equality.

Canada ratified the United Nations Protocol to Prevent Trafficking of Women and Children, and in June 2002, a new trafficking in persons offense came into force within Canadian law. In October 2002, Canada acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, which provides Canadians an additional mechanism to advance their human rights.

In Canada, the Pay Equity Task Force is reviewing federal pay equity legislation, and will release recommendations in June 2003.
16. 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Canada, working closely with partner agencies and aboriginal organizations, manages an active program in the Americas, including bilateral programs with Brazil, Chile, Mexico and the United States.  

The second annual Connecting Aboriginal Canadians Forum was held in Ottawa, March 24-26, 2003. A heavy emphasis was placed on the international aboriginal community at the forum this year, with 40 participating indigenous representatives and experts from the Americas and various multilateral organizations. This Forum was an ideal opportunity for indigenous and government representatives to exchange best practices and lessons learned. Canada committed $110,000 towards assisting indigenous representatives to participate in this event.

In March 2003, Canada committed $80,000 to holding an extensive program of meetings in Brazil with government agencies, including the National Foundation for Indigenous Affairs, Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Health and Education, the federal Congressional Committee responsible for Indigenous Affairs, and state and municipal governments, as well as indigenous leaders and academics. 

In March 2003, representatives from the Forum of Federations in Ottawa and the Government of Canada attended a conference on fiscal accountability in indigenous organizations. The conference was organized by the Forum of Federations in Oaxaca, Mexico and was attended by indigenous representatives from Canada, Brazil and Mexico. 

In February 2003, the Government of Canada provided $50,000 to the Special Fund for Indigenous Populations at the Organization of American States, which assisted indigenous representatives from the Americas in attending the Working Group on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, February 24-28, 2003 in Washington.

Canada provided $100,000 towards hosting Indigenous Women’s Summit in Oaxaca, Mexico, which was held November 30 to December 4, 2003. This Summit was opened by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Rigoberta Menchu and brought together representatives of indigenous peoples organizations from throughout the hemisphere for discussion on strategies to secure indigenous women’s rights.

In November 2002 Canada participated in a seminar in Washington, D.C. on Indigenous Rights to Land, Territories and Natural Resources. This seminar was organized by the Organization of American States as a contribution to the elaboration of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples. The Government of Canada ensured that a chief federal land claims negotiator, would be available to present at the event.  

Canada, on February 3, 2003, released a plain language document concerning matrimonial property on-reserve. The plain language document is currently being distributed amongst stakeholders.

17. 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY
Canada continues to promote the New International Instrument for Cultural Diversity within the Americas, most recently by hosting the Second Experts Seminar held in Halifax, Nova Scotia from March 27-28, 2003. Representatives from 24 countries in the Americas attended the seminar on cultural diversity, including both trade policy and cultural policy experts. Also, in attendance were delegates from six multilateral organisations and civil society representatives from eight countries. Participants reaffirmed the need for an international instrument that would encourage cultural diversity internationally and domestically. Such an instrument should not only preserve current cultural policies, but would allow for the development of such policies in the future. This issue is particularly relevant for developing and least developed countries, many of which do not have such policies in place.
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