Canada’s National Report: Executive Summary (Nov/02 - June/03)
Canada has committed $440 million since the Quebec City Summit to activities that support the Plan of Action.  Three new funds will provide an additional $20 million over the next four years: the Post-Summit Fund; the Indigenous Peoples Partnership Program; and the New Programming Approaches Project with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development.

Electoral Processes and Procedures.  Canada provided $150,000 to the II Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, co-hosted by Elections Canada and the OAS in Vancouver, December 2002. 

Transparency and Good Governance.  Canada helped launch the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA)  “virtual parliament,” which was used for the first time in January to prepare for the II Forum.

Fight Against Corruption.  Canada contributed $200,000 over four years (until 2005) to the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.  The OAS will use Canada’s contribution to organize meetings of the Committee of Experts and Conferences of States Parties.

Strengthening Human Rights Systems.  The Americas Network represents National Human Rights Institutions of the Americas.  Canada has provided $239,000 over the past two years, as well as $500,000 to support the establishment of two regional offices of the Human Rights Ombudsman in Colombia in 2001-2002.

Migration.  Canada provided $100,000 to the International Organization for Migration to promote migrants’ rights through information and advocacy activities. 

Human Rights of Women.  The Agenda for Gender Equality is a Canadian initiative to advance women's equality, funded with $20.5 million over five years.  In October 2002, Canada acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and Canada’s Florence Ievers was elected Vice President of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Women.  

Access to Justice.  Canada is providing $1.5 million to the Justice Studies Centre of the Americas to improve quality and accessibility of judicial information in the Americas.  

Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice.  Canada contributed over $100,000 and will contribute a further $85,000 over the next 18 months to follow up recommendations of the IV Meeting of Justice Ministers in March 2002.  In April 2003, Canada hosted a meeting of hemispheric experts on mutual legal assistance.

Combatting the Drug Problem. Canada has played a substantial leadership role within the OAS Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and in developing the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM).  At the December 2002 CICAD session, Canada’s Paul Kennedy was elected Vice-Chair.  Canada contributed $700,000 to CICAD for 2002-2003, of which $300,000 goes to the MEM.

Transnational Organized Crime.  Through Canada’s contribution to the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force, 12 Caribbean officials will receive training over a two-year period.  Canada contributed $1.5 million to the United Nations (UN) Crime Prevention Program, which has an impact on the hemisphere.

Prevention of Violence.  Canada contributed up to $2 million to the OAS for 2003-2004 to support the Special Mission in Haiti.  Canada supports the peace building activities of the UN Special Advisor on Colombia ($200,000 over two years).

Fight Against Terrorism.  In December 2002, Canada was the first to deposit instruments of ratification for the Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism. 

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes.  Canada provided $50,000 to a regional civil society meeting, organized through the Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales 

 (FLACSO),  to prepare recommendations to governments for the upcoming Special Conference on Security in the Americas.  Canada held consultations with domestic civil society on Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiations in February; and in March to prepare for the Special Conference.
Trade and Investment.  Canada is Chair of the FTAA Negotiating Group on Dispute Settlement and is Vice Chair of the Negotiating Group on Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties.  At the April 2001 Trade Ministerial in Buenos Aires, the Trade Ministers endorsed Canada’s proposal to make public the consolidated draft negotiating text of the FTAA Agreement. Canada has committed $24 million over the next four years to assist smaller economies with trade-related technical assistance.

Connectivity - Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).  Through Canada’s contribution of $20 million to ICA, a number of events have been hosted by ICA including a regional consultation in Central America, Connectivity for Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, and a tele-learning event focussing on Latin American Monetary and Fiscal Policy.  Several case studies and reports are now published on a variety of topics related to Information and Communication Technologies for development in Latin America and the Caribbean.  A municipal e-Government awards program was also announced.
Telecommunications.  Canada was a co-drafter of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito (ACAPAQ), shared with the region in November 2002.

Transport.  Canada has led several initiatives under the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI), including the Western Hemisphere Transportation Database (WHTDS) and working towards the establishment of the Dangerous Goods Working Group.

Disaster Management.  Canada is providing $12 million in funding for the transferral of geoscience technologies to the National Andean Geoscience Institutions of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Colombia and Venezuela to enhance their capacity to utilize geoscientific information for disaster management. 

Environment and Natural Resources Management.  Following the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas (HEMA) meeting which Canada hosted in March 2002, Canada hosted the first meeting of the HEMA Task Force in Montreal in May 2003.  Canada ratified the Kyoto Protocol in December 2002, the first country of the Americas to agree to binding emissions reductions.  In December 2002, the Species at Risk Act was approved.  Canada is a leading member of the Mines Ministries of the Americas Conference. 

Labour.  As chair of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), Canada is providing  up to $1.2 million to facilitate implementation of the Ottawa Plan of Action arising out of the XII IACML, which call for concrete initiatives to achieve labour and employment goals.

Health and Health Sector Reform.  Canada provides significant bilateral support, including $15 million to Bolivia (2002-2009) to support  its  Comprehensive Health Program, and $990,000 to Argentina (2003-2007) to support the Healthier Future Project.

Indigenous Peoples.  The II National Connecting Aboriginal Forum was held in Ottawa in March 2003, including 40 Americas indigenous representatives.  In February 2003, Canada provided $50,000 to the OAS to assist indigenous representatives attend the Working Group on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People.  Canada provided $100,000 to the Indigenous Women’s Summit in December 2002.

Cultural Diversity.  Canada is promoting the New International Instrument for Cultural Diversity within the Americas, most recently through the Second Experts Seminar held in Halifax, Nova Scotia in March 2003.  

Education.  Canada will contribute $20 million over five years for the Education for All Fast-Track Initiative for Honduras. An additional $3 million will be provided to support reforms of the education system in Brazil.
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