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Dear Indigenous Organizations of the Americas,

The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) sends warm greetings and cordially invites you to the seminar on “Mechanisms for Indigenous Peoples’ Participation in the Organization of American States,” to be held June 22-24th, 2010 at the OAS headquarters in Washington, DC.

The primary objective of the event is to present the mechanisms of participation of indigenous peoples and their representatives in OAS activities. Concurrently, such organizations will have the opportunity to enrich their knowledge of each other as well as foster a dialogue that will deepen understanding and integration of indigenous organizations on the Inter-American system. 

The event will begin on June 22nd with a capacity building workshop organized by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  The seminar will continue on June 23rd with a series of presentations given by the General Secretariat of the OAS on the various ways in which indigenous organizations can participate in OAS activities. Afterwards, representatives from indigenous organizations will have a space to dialogue through regional panels about the mechanisms of indigenous peoples’ participation in the OAS. The event will end in the afternoon of June 24th, with an open roundtable discussion to present the final conclusions of the event. The OAS will then publish a document compiling the outcomes of the event. 

The Seminar is open to the all people interested in this theme. If you would like to participate, please fill out the registration form and email it to summitcso@oas.org and dil@oas.org. The registration form can be found on the Web Page www.oas.org/dil/indigenous_peoples.htm. Please note that each participant must cover his or her own expenses. For those who cannot attend the event, the sessions will be broadcast live on the OAS Web page: www.oas.org/en/media_center/webcast.asp. 

Additionally, the Summit of the Americas Secretariat gladly announces that the Summits Virtual Community (SVC) will be available to all those individuals interested in contributing to discussions on the seminar. This Community provides a virtual space designed to offer its visitors the opportunity to register and participate in forums and discussion groups, as well as obtain materials, such as documents, videos, links, etc.  In the SVC, the visitor can also share comments and opinions with other people who are interested in common themes. To participate, go to the following website: www.summit-americas.org/svc. 

Also, it is our pleasure to announce that the General Secretariat of the OAS has financed the participation of 38 representatives from indigenous organizations, so as to assure the geographic representation of the different countries in the region, and we expect these representatives to share the information discussed in the seminar with their respective communities and countries. 

For more information about the event, please go to website: www.oas.org/dil/indigenous_peoples.htm and www.oas.org/en/topics/indigenous_peoples.asp. 

The Department of International Law, with the three areas of the Organization responsible for the event, the Summit of the Americas Secretariat, the Secretariat of External Relations, and the Inter-American Human Rights Commission, express their sincere thanks and looks forward to your participation.

Washington, DC. June, 2010


