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WORKERS FORUM IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

“Challenges of the labor dimension in the Americas: The sustainability of development and the urge for Freedom of association and collective bargaining”

SCHEDULE

INTRODUCTION 

In the Forum, under the leadership of the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), workers’ representatives of the region will analyze the labor situation of the Americas and its repercussions for the labor movement. Further, they will finalize the Trade Union Statement to the Sixth Summit, a document that is currently being developed and which participants will present during the Dialogue with Ministers and High-Level Representatives on April 13, 2012.


The representatives of the workers that will participate in the Forum were selected by the trade union movement through TUCA and in consultation with the United Center of Colombian Workers (CUT), the Confederation of Workers of Colombia (CTC), and the Confederation of General Workers (CGT).

Thursday, April 12th, 2012

10:00 – 11:00 am  
Opening Session

Welcome remarks

· Julio Roberto Gomez, Deputy Chair of the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas and President of CGT of Colombia
· Tarsicio Mora Godoy, President of CUT of Colombia
· Miguel Morantes, President of CTC of Colombia
· Francisco Quijano, President of the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and union leader from El Salvador
Thursday, April 12th, 2012 (continuation)
10:00 – 11:00 am  
Opening Session

Special guest’s remarks:

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS)
11:00 – 13:00
Panel 1: Sustainable development and the demands of the workers of the Americas.  

· Moderator:  Representative from CUT 

· Panelists: 

· Rosa Flerez, General Secretary of CTC 
· Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the OAS
· Mesías Tatamuez, Secretary General of the Confederation of Andean Trade Unions (CCSA)
· Beethoven Herrera, Economist and Professor 
13:00 – 14:30 
LUNCH (offered by the Government of Colombia – Convention Center Pavilion)
14:30 – 16:30
Panel 2: Freedom of association and collective bargaining, the threatened labor union movement of the Americas
· Moderator:  Representative from CTC 

· Panelists:
· Carmen Benitez, Regional Specialist in Workers Education, ACTRIV, International Labor Organization (ILO)
· Julio Roberto Gómez, Deputy Chair of TUCA
· Francisco Quijano, President of COSATE
· Tarsicio Mora Godoy, President of CUT 
16:30 – 17:00
Coffee break 

17:00 – 18:00
Presentation and debate of the Trade Union Declaration to be presented in the Dialogue between Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Social Actors on April 13 

· Facilitators: 
· Francisco Quijano, President of COSATE
· Gonzalo Berrón, Advisor of the Secretariat for Political Economy and Sustainable Development of TUCA

18:00

Approval of the Trade Union Declaration and Closing

Friday, April 13, 2012 




VI Summit of the Americas

10:30 - 13:00 
Dialogue between Governments and Social Actors

· Participation of Workers as Social Actor
