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STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS FOR PROSPERITY:

A GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL ACTOR DIALOGUE FOR ACTION

(April 13, 2012 – 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)
The forum “Strengthening Partnerships for Prosperity: A Government and Social Actor Dialogue for Action” (“Dialogue”) will be held on April 13, 2012 in the Las Americas Convention Center in Cartagena, Colombia. This Dialogue will bring together high-level government officials, particularly Ministers of Foreign Affairs, with representatives of youth, civil society, indigenous peoples, and workers.  The Dialogue is the culmination of the ongoing consultation process with civil society organizations and other social actors, which began in September 2011, in preparation for the Sixth Summit of the Americas. The principal purpose of this Dialogue is to further exchanges between social actors and the member states in order to propose initiatives and identify joint actions for the implementation of Summit mandates. 

These Dialogues between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives have been reinforced by both the Summits of the Americas process and the OAS General Assemblies. The most recent General Assembly resolution -AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11)
-, urged member states to, “Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas.” 

In preparation for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, a series of activities that revolved around the central theme and sub-themes of the Sixth Summit “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity", was carried out with social actors to help ensure an effective participation and contribution from civil society organizations and other social actors to the Summit process. This series of preparatory activities were hosted by the General Secretariat of the OAS
 under the title “Policy Dialogues: the Road to Cartagena”, and included both virtual and face-to-face components to provide ongoing and timely opportunities to effectively channel recommendations for the consideration of Member States during the negotiation of the Sixth Summit mandates.  

The Policy Dialogues Series included Virtual Consultations held via the Summit Virtual Community (SVC) to facilitate broad online participation, Policy Roundtables and Consultation Sessions to propose and compile concrete recommendations on each Summit theme. Five Summit Talk virtual forums, five Roundtable Sessions and four Consultation Sessions were held on the themes of the Sixth Summit. The final recommendations from these sessions were presented to the Summit Implementation Review Group on November 7, 2011 and on February 13, 2012, and were also shared electronically with member states and other stakeholders of the Summits Process. More information about the series can be found at: www.summit-americas.org/cs/vi_participation.html 

In addition, two other preparatory activities for the Summit will take place in March 2012.  The Third Inter-American Forum of Afro-descendants will be held in Bogota, Colombia on March 12, 2012, and a Private Sector Forum “Connecting Businesses, Connecting People in the Americas” will take place at OAS Headquarters on March 13, 2012. 

The recommendations and outputs from all of these forums and consultations on the Sixth Summit topics will be submitted to the Summit National Coordinators and the OAS Permanent Missions by March 15, 2012. 

In addition, from April 10-12, 2012, a series of pre-Summit forums with social actors will be held at Las Americas Convention Center in Cartagena, including: 

a. The Third Young Americas Forum; 

b. A Civil Society Organizations Forum; 

c. A Workers Forum; and 

d. The Fourth Indigenous Leaders Summit
These forums will enable experiences and successful projects to be shared, provide networking opportunities, as well as allow for the establishment of partnerships and the definition of strategies for implementing actions linked to the Summit commitments. More information about these activities can be found on the host country Website: www.vicumbredelasamericas.com/social-actors.html and the Summits Secretariat Website at: www.summit-americas.org/cs/vi_participation.html. 
During these pre-Summit forums from April 10-12, each of the four social actor groups will select two representatives to interact directly with member state representatives at the Dialogue on Friday, April 13. All other accredited social actor participants may attend the Dialogue as observers. 

This Dialogue will last approximately two-and-a-half hours and will provide the representatives of the CSOs, young people, workers, and indigenous peoples with an opportunity to present their recommendations to the high-level representatives of the member states’ governments on how those groups of social actors can assist in implementing and following up on the mandates of the Sixth Summit.  The Dialogue will be chaired by the Foreign Ministry of the Government of Colombia. Representatives from each social actor group will make brief interventions, followed by responses and additional inquiries from member state representatives to the issues posed.  Time permitting, additional rounds of dialogue will follow in a similar format.  The results of the Dialogue will be summarized and made available to member states and social actor representatives by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.    
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� AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11): “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”


� These sessions were jointly organized and supported by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Department of International Affairs, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.





