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Challenges of the labor dimension in the Americas: The sustainability of development and the urge for Freedom of association and collective bargaining
DECLARATION

We, the workers of the Americas, represented by the continental organization, the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), gathered in Cartagena, Colombia on April 12, 2012, to debate about the situation among our countries, have adopted this Declaration before the VI Summit of the Americas. This summit is produced in the framework of the debates that the labor union movement of the region has been having towards the completion of the Second Congress of the TUCA, which will be held from April 17 to 20 in the city of Foz do Iguazú, Brazil, and that will bring together more than 250 delegates from 59 union organizations from 27 countries of the continent, representing more than 50 million workers.

The regional economic situation from the viewpoint of the workers

In the last years the region has displayed an economic context distinguished by two groups: the South American countries growing at a more accelerated pace and the North American, Central American and Caribbean countries growing more slowly, perhaps with the exceptions of Dominican Republic and Panama. Meanwhile, the global crisis most likely affected the United States and the economies of the region that are dependent on the US market.
The option of some countries, for policies of increases in minimum national salaries, the various cash transfer programs and the investments in infrastructure can explain the more positive economic results.
In another way, the countries that still maintain a growth-restrictive fiscal and monetary policy, prioritizing fiscal adjustments or high interest rates, have impeded the economic growth combined with the reduction of the social inequalities with the assembly of a State that ensures universal public services of high quality.

In this context we consider the right path is strengthening the role of the state with the perspective of social inclusion and deepening the process of regional integration to overcome the crisis. And in the case of the United States, we ask for definitions and quicker measures and to overcome the political impasse, which has held back the energetic advance to overcome the social and political crisis. Furthermore, this is important for the future of Latin American and Caribbean countries that are most dependent on the US economy.  
We consider that an important agenda exists of debates and definitions that are fundamental for a new strategy of development in the Americas. The first fundamental point refers to the fiscal issue that burdens taxes on the large portion of our countries is insufficient to take on the investment in the extension of basic and quality public services for the population. And when it is sufficient, it provides a system of concentrated taxes in the consumption and not on the earnings, provoking a strong regressive tributary burden, and a large part of the collected taxes are transferred with the payment of interest and financial services.

It is important to underscore that government current spending is a driving force of economic activity by encouraging the demand. It is the guarantee of the provision of quality and universal services such as education, health, social protection, among others. It is not enough to build schools and hospitals if teachers and assistants, doctors and nurses, among other professionals, are not hired with decent wages and working conditions.

However, economic growth alone does that ensure social and environmental sustainable development. This needs to be accompanied by policies for the generation of decent work, social protection, fair income distribution and environmental policies.

The crisis and speculation have made explicit the currency problem faced by the continent. It is necessary to reconfigure the currency issue in the region, taking into account the ongoing regional integration process. It is necessary to develop and provide financial and currency instruments for countries to trade with national currencies or reciprocal compensation instruments.

The economic deregulations, as well as the financial and commercial liberalization, and in particular, labor flexibility, are the causes of the current crisis. It is fundamental to revert the instruments that led to this explosive situation to allow the construction of alternatives for economic development in which dynamism and sustainability coexist with growth and income distribution and the generation of decent work.

Finally, we denounce in terms of Foreign Direct Investment in Latin America, that it verifies in many sectors the presence of innumerable transnational companies in circumstances that give them privileges in terms of legal, labor, customs, and tax matters. We demand that the governments respect and enforce the respect of our labor, economic, social and environmental rights, and the national and international regulations before abuses and wild exploitation of our natural resources on behalf of the transnational companies. In particular, it is urgent to make available the solution of the impacts against the environment and to the rural, indigenous and afro-descendent communities, who are forced to displacement and dispossession of their territory.
Policy evolution in the Americas

The political, economic and social changes that took place in several Latin American countries represent the opposition to the neoliberal policies implemented since the 80s. This transformation was fundamental to address the current crisis. Those, like Brazil, that succeeded in resisting the financial turmoil adopted measures to preserve public investment, employment, consumption and production. However, the recession was profound in the majority of countries that adopted conservative measures such as spending cuts and reducing salaries and jobs.

The changes indicate the prevalence of political and social forces seeking forms of organization and representation in opposition to the Washington Consensus. The origins of such movements are the struggle against dictatorships. During the peak of the wide confrontation against neoliberalism, it was made evident the creation of a platform that brought together trade unions, campesinos (peasants), indigenous and women’s organizations, non-governmental organizations and political parties. 

Political polarization between the “new” and the “old” was evident in several countries that elected progressive governments. Many of the conservative groups resorted to coups and secession movements, among other illegal methods. These campaigns articulated by conservative forces were supported by the mainstream media, which is expanding its capacity as the main “opposition party” to progressive governments in the continent.

The challenge for workers is to contribute so that the economic, political and social transformations become structured and permanent. There is still much to be done regarding the democratization of labor relations. Few governments actually carry out policies to strengthen the role of trade unions in society as actors of development, income distribution and strengthening of democracy.

There are contradictions between progressive governments on social dialogue. In general, the political culture and the labor relations in the Americas are authoritarian. There is no consensus-building tradition and the scarce current experiences in the promotion of social dialogue are fragile. Full freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining are still a utopia in many countries. Union activity involves risking one’s life in places such as Colombia, Honduras and Guatemala. There have also been setbacks in the United States, such as the law that prohibits the unionization of public sector workers in Missouri.

There is a democratic deficit to be overcome by the promotion of respect to human rights, freedom of association and participatory consultation mechanisms. Social mobility – which has expanded in several countries of the region – presents trade unions with the challenge of organizing social groups that now represent an important section of the economy and the labor force.

We appreciate and support the construction process of different entities and bodies to facilitate the integration of the region and points out that the presence of the trade union movement in these dynamics is fundamental. The architecture of the Union of Nations of the South (UNASUR) and the creation of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) account for the pursuit of an articulated regional response that is highly advisable in times of crisis and global turbulence. The Congress expresses its concern for the retraction of other traditional processes, such as the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), the Central American Integration System (SICA), the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR) and the Bolivarian Alliance of Peoples of the Americas (ALBA).
We regret the exclusion of Cuba from these Summits and the explicit veto of the United States to their invitation. The logic of the Cold War ended 20 years ago, and it’s inconceivable to maintain the embargo of Cuba and the anti-democratic exclusion of the brother country in international forums like this Summit and the OAS.

Thirty years after the tragedy of the Malvinas War, we ask the presidents of the VI Summit of the Americas to pronounce the opening of dialogue between Argentina and the United Kingdom, to find a diplomatic solution to the fair complaint of Argentine sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands, based in the principle of territorial integrity.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, after decades of dictatorships and fratricide wars - most of them due to and nourished by the cold war -, a period of stability is now taking place with more established democratic processes, albeit in some countries social struggles are still criminalized.

It is important to highlight the serious attack against democracy, human rights and regional stability of the coup d’état in Honduras in June 2009. For trade unionism of the Americas it was clear that the most retrograde interests of our countries and their articulations with their transnational partners will not hesitate to act against democracy and its peoples when their interests are at stake. That shameful act has not been overcome yet. The criminals that overthrew the Honduran democracy are running free and unpunished, and have expanded their power and influence through the illegitimate and accomplice government set up by the de facto regime.

Although the majority of the countries of the continent have ratified ILO Conventions 87 and 98, in many of them freedom of association and collective bargaining are dead letter either because legislation distorts these conventions, or because of profound and unpunished violence. In these conditions, it will be impossible for the region to advance towards the creation of decent work for everyone. The full and universal exercise of these rights continues to be a pending assignment of most governments of the region. We draw the attention of governments in Latin America who state they are leftist, but consider labor action and unions themselves as corporative, ignoring freedom of association. These governments seek to co-opt unions or to only deal with those who support them unconditionally. The independence and autonomy of the trade union movement is a necessary condition to further the progressive and leftist projects.
Freedom of association and collective bargaining, our priority in the Inter-American system.

In order to consolidate social peace and attain higher levels of human development, it is indispensable to recognize the legitimacy of trade union organizations and their participation in the establishment of working conditions and impact, and on the adoption, execution and evaluation of public policies. Freedom of association is the instrument of active participation of citizens for nonspecific rights (civil and political) to be applied inside enterprises. It is important to apply democracy in the workplace. Without freedom of association, there is no democracy or access to rights in the workplace. Each State is responsible for the protection of workers at the national and regional level, and in the framework of international institutions.

We denounce that the American continent is still the most dangerous for trade union activity. Violence against unionism has been covered up and strengthened by grave and systematic impunity, affecting the entirety of workers and violating their rights.

We condemn the impunity with which many private and public employers physically, economically and socially abuse workers, their leaders and trade union organizations. We denounce that trade union organizations have also been hit hard by labor practices and legislations that obstruct trade union organization and collective bargaining, both in the private and public sectors. The dismissal of leaders and/or founders of trade unions, the pretense and cheating of the work relationship, the proliferation of pseudo-trade unions dominated by employers (sometimes called “protection contract unions”), as well as the use of juridical concepts, such as intermediation, outsourcing, labor cooperatives and social terms on “paper” are devices to circumvent labor and union rights, make work conditions flexible and increase the precariousness of work.
We deplore the fact that some governments of the region do not heed the observations and recommendations of ILO regulatory watchdogs in order to adjust their legislation and practice of the principles and postulates of those international standards.
We reject the iron-cast opposition of some governments to the recognition of the right to collective bargaining in the public sector, as well as the entrepreneurial stance according to which collective bargaining must take place, in their case, at the business level and not per sector of activity, in an articulated matter and other modalities, including the international one. The Congress also rejects the practice of direct agreements or pacts as they are deeply contrary to trade unionism and also because of their limitations to the legitimate exercise of the right to strike, in violation of ILO principles.

It’s necessary as a true commitment of the governments for the promotion of the right to unionize, to collective bargain and to undertake collective actions for all workers of the public sector, including the police and armed forces, working closely with the Public Services International and other Global Unions Federations. Reinforce the campaign for the ratification of ILO Conventions 151 and 154 in all countries of the Americas; and the guarantee of the right of workers to undertake cross-border industrial actions in order to promote respect for fundamental labor rights across the world.

About the other topics of the Summit:

Regional Integration

We support the strategic option of our countries aiming at integration with sustainable development as its common denominator. In the context of the crises, the countries of the global South must reinforce regional integration as strategy through our autonomy in respect of global financial and commercial flows. International insertion of our economies cannot be guided by corporate logic and market interests. The companies, among them the so-called “Latin-transnationals”, which continue to be the largest beneficiaries of public credit and in many cases have reproduced the worst social, environmental and labour practices of the corporations of the North.

We maintain the historical union position, which, upholding resistance in face of free trade agreements, proposes the idea of fair trade at the bilateral, bi-regional and multilateral level and true integration processes of the economies and peoples at the sub-regional and regional level.

We express our concern about the semi-paralysis of some integration processes during the first half of the 2000 decade, several reasons have led to a semi-paralysis while the dynamics of the free trade agreements has multiplied. It is a double negative impact: on the one hand, the advance of the free trade of the Americas that led to the crisis of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN) and the stalemate of the Central American Integration System (SICA), and on the other, the retraction caused, among others, by the global economic crisis of processes that were displaying more dynamism, such as the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR) and the Bolivarian Alliance of Peoples of our America (ALBA).

We consider that it is fundamental to resume the integration dynamics of the region, strengthening processes already underway, endowing them with a profile increasingly focused on the challenge of contributing with a more socially and politically inclusive region. It requires the mandate of converting social, political and cultural integration into the main task of States and of the diverse organs created for sub-regional integration. 

We applaud the integrationist initiatives that evade the purely commercial logic and seek an identity based on values and common identity of the peoples of the region, such as solidarity, cooperation, respect for differences, autonomy and sovereignty. The Congress values the process and functioning of the Union of Nations of the South (UNASUR) and the recent creation of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). UNASUR, which includes political actions in defense of the independence of the region and its democratic institutions, and innovative mechanisms for health, infrastructure, education and social matters. The way in which social participation of this process will be reinforced is still a pending assignment that has been at the center of the action of the TUCA, the sub-regional trade union coordinating councils and many affiliates in South America and other regions too. This situation is similar to that of the Community of Latin America and Caribbean States (CELAC).

We recognize the trade union dynamics fostered at the Organization of American States (OAS) and its different organs where recently trade union participation has gained more weight. Trade unionism of the Americas considers that the OAS still needs to define the role it will play in the new political geography of the world and the region. The success of the coup d’état in Honduras is proof that the old hegemonic tendencies of the hardcore policy of sectors of the US Administration persist within the OAS and are decisive in its different organs. Therefore, it is necessary to utilize said scenario to question that kind of position and demand the changes that the new regional reality poses to the hemispheric body. Meanwhile, organs such as the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor can function to leverage actions in defense of the interests of trade unionism of the Americas if a clear strategy of political impact is defined.

We consider that the mobility of capital and the need to establish financial regulations to combat speculation with commodities that makes our economies vulnerable to external manipulation urgently require the establishment of a new regional and global financial architecture. The creation of Banco del Sur and the implementation of the Single Regional Payment Clearing System (SUCRE) constitute alternative regional mechanisms to address the dependence of traditional centers of global financial control and generate the rationale of protection of the region, meeting the needs of countries, in particular to make non-speculative investments which achieve a positive social and economic impact. As part of these regulatory measures, all the sectors call for financial transactions tax (FTT) as a necessary measure, which is recognized by many governments across the world. It is also advisable to increase the control of tax evasion and contraband.

Communication

We draw attention to the role and influence of the large media groups and corporations on the functioning of our democracies. These groups increasingly represent the interests of big business in our countries. Additionally they have taken on a lead role in the public debate and now occupy the space of many democratic institutions.
We reject the formation of monopolies and oligopolies in terms of ownership and control of the communication media, which influence decision-making on the functioning of democracy and act as de facto power.
We reaffirm the need to understand communication as a space of strategic dispute, of the exchange between ideas and of the projection of our democracies. Communication is a fundamental human right which must be exercised by all of society. Likewise, human rights cannot exist without freedom of expression, freedom of the press and freedom of information. It is important to underscore the lead role of the State to ensure freedom of expression for all actors and sectors of society, securing the legal, technological and communicational conditions for such purpose. 

Regional integration agreements must identify communication as a core issue for reunification and solidarity between our countries. The different continental campaigns of social movements have proven the predominant role of networks, of alternative and popular media, of community radios and TVs, of blogs and websites, of social videos and footage, in the promotion of the integration of peoples.

We express our concern regarding the criminalization of the alternative media and in particular of community radios, in the continent. Community radios are also a space for citizen participation and social development. Therefore, the State must guarantee the creation of media channels by popular movements and trade unions.

We declare that the radio-electric spectrum is property of humanity and its management is sovereignty of the States. In this regard, the initiatives undertaken by governments of the region are promising in that they establish rules and regulations for radio and television, preserving freedom of expression. In order to avoid concentration it is fundamental to divide the frequencies in three, i.e. a third for commercial media, a third for the government and another third for social organizations. Legal frameworks must also include social auditing mechanisms for commercial and State-controlled media.

We point out that the new information and communication technologies (ITCs) have created significant possibilities for unions due to their low cost, scope and structure. The fight for the democratization of communication also seeks to ensure universal access to information technologies and broadband.

We condemn all acts of violence, harassment and murder of journalists in different countries, which turns Latin America the most dangerous region for journalists. The situation is cause for great concern in Mexico, Honduras and Colombia. 

Governments must work to confront media concentration, recover the public nature of communication and promote diversity of actors in media ownership. The freedom of expression that we defend is contrary to corporate media interests that only see mass communication as an instrument for profitability and impact on decision-making at the highest levels;

We demand the freedom of expression and the full exercise of this right for men and women, as well as the execution of the right to information and communication. 

Poverty and Inequality

There is a positive relationship between economic growth and poverty reduction. However, these changes to advance toward the development are not permanent and sustainable. The economic crisis and lower growth verified in 2009 led to unemployment and poverty increases.

The union movement of the Americas demands the adoption of policies to tackle the poverty that affects a third of the Latin American and Caribbean population. It will fight to make social inclusion – which is being accomplished in some countries to some extent – become permanent. This goal will only be possible with a stronger development model with income distribution and universal social protection. For this a salary and distribution of earnings policy is also necessary that reduces the elevated breach existent between capital and work.
Today practically a third of the Latin American population is poor or destitute. In spite of this incipient reduction, inequality continues in the region. In the United States the crisis had an unprecedented social impact in the last 52 years. According to the US Census Bureau, in 2010, 46.2 million were living under the poverty line. This number has continued to rise in the last 4 years, reaching the highest poverty rate since 1993. Today in the country three of every twenty persons are poor. Additionally, the lack of health coverage rose to almost 50 million persons and average income decreased 6.5% according to the US government. This situation, together with the reality of employment, indicates the profound impact of the crisis - despite the fact that poverty in the US involves higher levels of welfare in comparison to Latin America.

Although citizen insecurity is an issue affecting the entire population, violence against women is not considered as such. The most extreme form of the continual insecurity suffered by women is feminicide. Worldwide 65,000 women die every year, victims of all kinds of violence. The number has also risen in our region. In Guatemala, for example, more than 5,000 women have been murdered in the last decade. 

We underscore that in Latin America and the Caribbean, 7 of every 10 persons have no protection whatsoever for injuries, accidents and illnesses related to the workplace. The trade union movement of the Americas continues to defend a comprehensive system of labor hazards and occupational diseases, with prevention and the protection of workers at the forefront, and which is not merely a buffer behind which companies can hide. Thus, we also denounce violations to the right to a stronger labor stability and the dismissal of workers in defenseless state because of HIV, cancer, or other illnesses.
Although there is high unemployment in our countries and we continue to struggle in relation to the quality of employment and salaries. In turn, in the countries most affected by the economic crisis the situation is still dramatic and affects mostly women, black and indigenous populations.

As of 2008, the labor and social situation has deteriorated considerably in the United States and the countries most dependent on its economy. On the contrary, in several countries of South America the cycle of improvement of working conditions and living conditions was maintained due to strong redistributive public investment policy.

In Canada unemployment increased almost 30%, particularly among women (31%), the long-term unemployed (50%) and youth (14%). Lower quality of employment is also recorded. Full-time employment decreased (2%) and part-time or temporary work increased (5 and 13%). Furthermore, collective bargaining coverage decreased (2%) and multiple employments rose (2%). In Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean unemployment has risen between 20 and 50% in the last three years (Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras).
The phenomenon of “entrepreneurship” has captured most countries as an alternative formula of promotion of employment for youth and women. It’s an important economic factor but doesn’t replace integral public policies of creation and promotion.

The application of the neoliberal model in our region heightened the scourge of child labor. Mass unemployment and poverty have brought children to the workplace and they play the role of adults in their family responsibilities. The creation of decent work and integral development of our countries, such as active political sectors in the state are the only path to resolve this problem in the continent.
There are few data available on youth unemployment in our region but we can estimate that unemployment is between 20% and 40% depending on the sub-region. Poverty rose by 6 million during the last few years, reaching 46 million. More than 50 million people live without health insurance.

The principal characteristic of this period has been the reduction of absolute and relative poverty in certain countries, giving space to the process of social mobility. The same thing occurs with the inequality of income (Gini coefficient). Since 2002, the majority of countries reverted the negative tendency of the previous decade (Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Venezuela, Ecuador, Uruguay, Costa Rica, Nicaragua). Nonetheless, as mentioned before, Latin America continues to be the most unequal region in the world. 

The mercantilization and privatization of education promoted by neoliberalism and initiated in our region in Chile under Pinochet, continues to be a threat for our nations due to the social resistance, of educators, students, and educative community. We denounce the imposition of privatized policy, the over-exploitation of educators, the de-professionalization of decent work, the proposed cuts to education, the overcrowding of students, the cuts in the payroll of teachers and administrators, among other bad things that compromise the future of our countries and we demand the adoption of education policies that guarantee a public, free and high quality education without intermediaries.
In conclusion, we support the multiplication of the experiences implemented in several countries of the region to address the recent world crisis show the validity of strong State policies ensuring employment, of social policies guaranteeing the rights of the population and of the implementation of fiscal, monetary and budgetary instruments to overcome the crisis.

We demand that they be proactive in confronting the effects of the worldwide crisis. Furthermore, they must take advantage of this situation to overcome the neoliberal, walking on the path of development with social inclusion, eliminating its exclusive base in the primary sector of the economy.

Citizen Security
Increasing poverty and inequality have been the breeding ground for the emergence of violent phenomena in our societies. The proliferation of organized crime, linked to drug-trafficking across the region, is a reflection of social exclusion leading to the loss of collective horizons and projects, in particular of young persons. To combat this situation with more violence, this time by the State, will not solve the underlying structural problem caused. The union movement demands governments to pay close attention to these realities and apply inclusive public policies and respect for human rights.

Conflicts often have roots in economic and social deprivation. Allocating additional resources, including in the framework of development assistance, to generate decent work, particularly for young people, constitutes an essential element to address the causes of instability and social conflict. 

We draw attention to labor human rights, especially to trade union rights, which are still the object of multiple violations in our region. In most countries of the Americas there is evidence of growing repression and criminalization of social protests, widespread violence, anti-union policies, and human rights violations.

We condemn the practice of terrorism in any of its forms, and question the approval by various governments of anti-terror denominated legislations that violate the right to freedom of organization, to public demonstrations and do not accept citizens using their voice to defend their rights, which has turned into a policy to criminalize social struggles. 

Our region has the highest index of violent crimes against unionists in the entire world and impunity is almost complete. This situation is particularly chronic in countries such as Colombia, Guatemala and Honduras. 122 trade unionists have been murdered, among leaders and defenders of union rights, between April 2008 and December 2011. Of that total, no case has been individualized and prosecuted nor have the perpetrators of the murders been convicted. In Venezuela the situation of violence associated with the disputes between several sectors of economic activity has led to a high number of murders of workers, including union leaders, which in general have gone unpunished.

We consider that the situation of Honduras is still extremely serious. As of the coup d’état on June 28, 2009 situations of violence, persecution and harassment continue and have cost the lives of union leaders, campesinos, journalists and other social and political activists. These crimes have not been prosecuted and widespread impunity continues with breaches of the Constitution. The scenario has deteriorated further during the government of Porfirio Lobo, heir of the coup d’état, emerging from elections with over 70% abstention, organized by the de facto government in an environment of repression and persecution of all the sectors that condemned the military coup, thereby prolonging instability in the country and the region. 

We warn about the serious situation of Guatemala, a dramatic expression of human rights violations, including labour rights. Flagrant violations of freedom of association and collective bargaining, as well as a high degree of impunity in respect of all types of crime, characterize the country. This calls for unified actions at the regional and international level, beginning at the national level with the government’s compliance with its obligation to respect and guarantee the fundamental rights of its citizens. It is also necessary to support and promote the missions of the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala at all the relevant levels, including United Nations, the European Union and their member states.

We permanently demand governments to act in an exemplary manner in murder cases of union and social leaders in our region. Once again we demand Colombian, Guatemalan and Honduran authorities to identify and prosecute the perpetrators, secure the integrity and life of unionists, as well as freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining;
The arms race represents exactly the opposite of a culture of peace and non-violence: the escalation of the military industry entails the escalation of war as business. If international institutions are concerned about peace, they must vehemently condemn this arms race. The labor movement of the Americas believes that this continent must be a space of peace, tolerance and respect for differences. The resources allocated to weapons could be assigned to social development programs.
We advocate for a significant reduction of military expenditure and use the resources to meet urgent social needs, international development cooperation and the conversion of the weapons industry into production for peaceful objectives. We demand urgent measures to limit the arms trade, halt illegal weapons trafficking in the region, in particular through strict border controls in producing/ exporting countries, foster population disarmament programs, as well as greater restriction of arms commercialization and tenure;

We reject the existence of foreign military bases in any country of the region as they obstruct regional peace and foster mistrust between our countries, promote the arms race and undermine the principle of self-determination of peoples, as well as national sovereignty over their territories. It is necessary to establish a foreign demilitarization program and the suspension of new military bases in the region.
We recommend the establishment of a foreign demilitarization program, declaring the suspension of new military facilities, as well as the establishment of a timeline for the withdrawal of military bases, missions and foreign troops from countries of the Americas;
We condemn the situation of systematic violation of the rights of indigenous and afro-descendent peoples, who have been violated by the States themselves and different stakeholders, we recommend promoting respect and consultation with the indigenous and native populations and the full application of ILO Convention 169 on indigenous, rural and tribal peoples in independent territories. The union movement of the Americas defends participatory and decision-making institutions of indigenous peoples. These consultations must be binding and respected by governments.
For everything that we have said:

We demand the end of anti-union violence and the urgent respect of freedom of association and collective bargaining and the derogation of all of the laws and regulations that violate these fundamental rights in our continent. Without an active public power in the protection of these basic rights our nations are stripped of the capacity of their workers to organize and advance towards the inclusion and social justice of our nations in the Americas.

We demand the recuperation of the role of the state as a promoting agent of sustainable development and social inclusion as the market alone, commercial licentiousness, labor flexibility, and the economicide deregulations promoted by neo-liberalism have demonstrated being wrong and only promoting concentration, exclusion and poverty in the region.

Against the idea of every person for themselves, we demand urgent and concerted action from our governments in the region to confront the crisis, deepening cooperation between the countries and regional integration, as an option for autonomous and alternative development. The end of the unilateral exclusion of Cuba and the militarism of the Americas are central elements for the deepening of democracy in the Hemisphere and we demand concrete measures for this quick end.

The American labor movement is committed to deepening social mobility and dialogue, but, fundamentally, committed to action to advance toward a free, fair and sustainable Hemisphere.









Cartagena, Colombia
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