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Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, National Coordinator of Peru for the Summit Process and Chair of the Meeting, welcomed the distinguished National Coordinators for the Summit Process, Deputy National Coordinators, Permanent Representatives to the OAS, and delegates of the member states taking part in the Summit Process.


The Chair began the Meeting by submitting the Draft Agenda (GRIC/O.1/doc.41/18) and the Draft Schedule (GRIC/O.1/doc.42/18 rev.1) for consideration by the delegates. There being no comments by the delegations, the Agenda and Schedule for the private Meeting were adopted.

1. Remarks by Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, Peru’s National Coordinator for the Summit Process.

Ambassador Antonio García Revilla’s remarks were published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.14/18.

2. Remarks by the OAS General Secretariat

The remarks by OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, were published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.10/18.
3. Presentation of the Conclusions of the Workshop “Governance and Institutions in the Infrastructure Sector”

The Conclusions of the Workshop “Governance and Institutions in the Infrastructure Sector” were presented by Mr. Pablo Brassiolo, Principal Research Economist of the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), and published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.11/18/rev.1 

4. Presentation by the Chair of the Draft Lima Commitment  “Democratic Governance  against Corruption”

In his presentation, Ambassador García Revilla apologized for the delay in circulating the Draft Lima Commitment, due to involuntary circumstances that had required additional consultation.


He said that the Chair’s goal had been to present a concrete, practical, action-oriented document. He pointed out that it was divided into seven sections:

a. Transparency, access to information, protection of whistleblowers, and freedom of expression;

b. Reinforcement of democratic values;

c. Financing of political organizations and election campaigns;

d. Prevention of corruption in infrastructure works;

e. International legal cooperation and asset recovery;

f. Strengthening of inter-American anti-corruption mechanisms; and

g. Follow-up and reports.

He also stressed that the document includes instructions for organizations and institutions in the inter-American system and the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). 

He emphasized that the document presented was a product of the political dialogue sustained by states during previous meetings and of the preliminary conclusions of the forums conducted by civil society, the private sector, young people, and other social actors.

The Chair of the SIRG proposed devoting a first round of interventions to the sharing of general impressions regarding the document, to be followed by a paragraph-by-paragraph reading of the document. 

5. Consideration of the Draft Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption”

The Draft Lima Commitment, “Democratic Governance against Corruption” was submitted for review by the delegations. They discussed the topics to be addressed at the Summit and proposed new paragraphs to be included in the Draft Lima Commitment. Some of the topics discussed were: the importance of including text about the 2030 Agenda in the document; the strengthening of the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), including the possibility of updating that Convention; the importance of taking vulnerable groups into consideration; and promoting coordination among civil society actors, local governments, parliaments, businessmen, and academia through forums for dialogue and participation, so as to create or strengthen innovative mechanisms for consolidating robust anti-corruption strategies.


Another topic highlighted in the discussions was education, particular with respect to strengthening education in democratic and civic values so as to promote democratic governance, bring about the changes in attitudes needed to prevent corruption, and forge a culture of respect for legality and transparency. Some delegations reiterated the need to request the OAS Secretary General to prepare a report, together with MESICIC and other international mechanisms, on synergies between the already existing mechanisms in the Hemisphere.


The delegations ended their remarks by saying that they supported including language in the Draft Commitment that recognized the importance of the work done by the Summits Secretariat in the Summits of the Americas process and would like to see it further strengthened.

6. Presentation by Ambassador James Lambert, OAS Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, on work done by civil society and social actors in connection with preparations for the Eighth Summit. 

In his presentation, published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.9/18, Ambassador Lambert provided a summary of activities undertaken by the Summits Secretariat with the Government of Peru to continue promoting the participation and contribution of civil society actors in the preparations for the Eighth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Lima, Peru on April 13 and 14, 2018.
7. Presentation of progress made by the Americas Business Dialogue and the Fifth Young Americas Forum

a. Americas Business Dialogue
Mr. Fabrizio Opertti, Chief of the Trade and Investment Division of the Inter-American Development Bank, described progress made since the Third CEO Summit of the Americas organized by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Government of Peru.

b.
Presentation by the Fifth Forum of the Americas
The presentation on progress made with the Fifth Young Americas Forum was delivered by Edgar Maestre, Latin America Program Manager of the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT). The third progress report on the Youth Participation Process for the Eighth Summit was published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.12/18, which described inputs received between November 1, 2017 and January 31, 2018, in response to the virtual consultation that received about 600 replies in the member states.

c.
Presentation by civil society and social actors

Ms. Gina Romero, Executive Coordinator of RedLad and Coordinator of the Pasca Project, and Ms. Rosario Villegas of Colectivo Uniones Perú took part in the meeting and described the work done preparing their participation in the activities of civil society and social actors in connection with the Eighth Summit.  The RedLad presentation was published as document GRIC/O.1/INF.13/18. 
8. Organizational and logistical progress for the Eighth Summit of the Americas

Ambassador Julio Muñoz, Head of the Working Group in charge of logistical arrangements for the Eighth Summit of the Americas, gave a brief description of the preparatory meeting held on February 6 and 7, 2018.
9. Comments by delegations

Some delegations commented on new proposed texts they had worked on jointly for the Draft Lima Commitment, including some on education, in informal consultations with the delegation of Colombia. They also mentioned additional language being prepared on vulnerable segments of the population and on the need – pointed out by the delegation of Bolivia, in particular – to restore the Indigenous Forum, which had featured in previous Summits.

10. Final considerations, other business, and adjournment of the meeting

Ambassador Antonio García Revilla said he appreciated the high level of the comments that had been made in the course of the negotiations and added that it would be very important, during the next round of negotiations, to find and agree on action-oriented language. He asked delegates to note the following deadlines and dates in the run-up to the Eighth Summit.
· [image: image1.jpg]February 23, 2018: Deadline for delegations to submit their comments on the Draft Lima Commitment to the Secretariat.
· March 7, 8, and 9, 2018: SIRG negotiations meeting. Lima, Peru.
· March 22 and 23, 2018: Second preparatory meeting.

· April 10 and 11, 2018: Civil Society Forum (for civil society and social actors in coalitions), Lima, Peru.
· April 12, 2018: Dialogue between social actors and high-level representatives of governments, Lima, Peru.

· April 13 and 14, 2018: Eighth Summit of the Americas.
There being no further comments by delegations, the Chair of the SIRG thanked the organizations taking part in the Joint Summits Working Group and the delegations of the countries taking part in the Summits Process for their participation. He declared the meeting adjourned on February 9, at 4:00 p.m.
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