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Remarks by His Excellency Nestor Mendez, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS
First Regular Meeting in 2018 of the 
Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

Lima-Peru, February 8, 2018

Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, National Coordinator of Peru and Chair of the Summits Process
Distinguished National Coordinators of the Summits Process
Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs
Representatives of the institutions in the Joint Summit Working Group
Distinguished delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen
It is a very special pleasure for me to welcome you to this first regular meeting in 2018 of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG). I would like to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate the Government of Peru for its leadership and commitment in preparing and steering this process leading up to the Eighth Summit of the Americas.
Above all, and on behalf of all of us, I thank you for the warm welcome to this beautiful country. After a lengthy phase of reflections and exchanges among member states regarding the central theme of the Eighth Summit and its subthemes, we are gathered here today to initiate the phase for negotiating the draft Lima Commitment, “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” which the Chair has circulated and which we hope the leaders of the Americas will see fit to adopt in April.
The scourge of corruption and its adverse impact on democratic governance and citizen security, on the implementation of public policy, and on development in general, as well as on the exercise of the rights of millions of people affected by the diversion of public funds and the resulting exacerbation of poverty and inequality, constitutes a tremendous challenge and a debt that all States in the Hemisphere will eventually have to pay. As a multi-sector, multi-disciplinary and cross-cutting phenomenon, corruption demands the attention, participation, and cooperation of a range of actors and strategic partners. They include, apart from the government sector, the private sector, civil society, international organizations, academia, and other stakeholders.
The Eighth Summit is a unique and huge opportunity for all the Hemisphere’s leaders to reach a consensus on the sustained and meaningful actions against corruption that the citizens of the Hemisphere are expecting. Following Barbados’ recent ratification of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the now 34 States parties to it have committed to cooperating to prevent and combat corruption throughout the Hemisphere.
[image: image1.jpg]Ladies and Gentlemen, the process to date in the substantive preparation of the Eighth Summit has been remarkably constructive. Discussions in the September and November meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group have provided National Coordinators with a greater understanding of  the governance challenges faced in our countries and the many innovative practices and mechanisms, both national and regional, that have been employed to address them.  Parallel policy forums like yesterday's session hosted by the CAF and the OAS have enriched discussion, as have contributions from the members of the Joint Summit Working Group. I congratulate our host for these extraordinary efforts and the OAS Summit Secretariat for providing support to the government of Peru.
I would also like to underscore the important part played by civil society and the social actors participating in the Summits Process, including youth and the private sector. Today, Secretary Lambert will address the progress being made in respect of civil society by the Summits Secretariat in coordination with the Government of Peru, which has yielded important recommendations and reflections by civil society in preparation for a Hemispheric Dialogue between spokespersons for civil society coalitions and National Coordinators in March and in connection with the Summit in April.
As regards the Americas Business Dialogue which, since 2012, following the Cartagena Summit, has been coordinated by the Inter-American Development Bank, it is worth noting that it dates back to the Summits Process in 1995 (the Miami Summit). One of its forerunners was also the Private Sector Forum of the OAS, which has been held in connection with the OAS General Assembly sessions since 2005.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the States that have been filing reports in follow-up to the Summits Process and I invite them to continue sharing their initiatives and work in that important area of responsibility. I would, finally, also like to thank those countries that have been contributing resources and funds to enable the Summits Secretariat to go about its work.
Very many thanks to all and I wish you very a productive day. Thank you very much. 
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