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FINAL REPORT
Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, Peruvian National Coordinator of the Summits Process and Chair of the meeting, welcomed the distinguished National Coordinators of the Summits Process, Assistant National Coordinators, Permanent Representatives to the OAS, and delegates representing States participating in the Summits Process. The Chair expressed his solidarity with the peoples and governments of the countries that had been affected by natural disasters, including the United States, Mexico, and Antigua and Barbuda.


After bringing the meeting to order, the Chair submitted to the consideration of delegations the Draft Agenda (GRIC/O.2/doc.36/17corr.1) and the Draft Schedule (GRIC/O.2/doc.37/17corr.1). Without comments on the part of delegations, the Agenda and Schedule for the meeting, which was of a private nature, were approved. At the end of the First Plenary Session it was agreed that the SIRG meeting would take place on the same day, September 14 (GRIC/O.2/doc.37/17rev.2). 
1. Opening remarks by Ambassador Antonio Garcia Revilla, Peruvian National Coordinator of the Summits Process
Ambassador García Revilla’s remarks were published as document GRIC/O.2/INF.9/17.
2. Remarks by the OAS General Secretariat
Remarks made by Ambassador Nestor Mendez, OAS Assistant Secretary General, were published as document GRIC/O.2/INF.6/17.
3. Presentation of the conclusions from the Policy Dialogue about “Democratic Governance against Corruption”
Ambassador García Revilla underscored the significance of carrying out events like the Policy Dialogue that took place on September 13, 2017, at OAS headquarters, prior to the Second Regular Meeting of the SIRG, in order to encourage reflection and substantive policy dialogue by delegations during the Eighth Summit’s preparation process. The Ambassador indicated that these kinds of side events would be planned for throughout the process. The Policy Dialogue was organized by the Government of Peru, the Inter-American Dialogue, and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.
The Chair of the SIRG gave the floor to the OAS Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, Ambassador James Lambert, for his presentation on conclusions from the Policy Dialogue “Democratic Governance against Corruption.” His presentation was published as document GRIC/O.2/INF.7/17. The Policy Dialogue was webcasted and is available at: https://youtu.be/uo3nS1DRcDQ 
4. Presentation and consideration of the Draft Calendar and Work Methodology 
Ambassador García Revilla presented for the consideration of delegations the document containing the Draft Schedule and Work Methodology for the period that runs from September 2017 to April 2018, in preparation for the Eighth Summit of the Americas. This document was distributed as GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.1/17rev.1. 

During his intervention, the Chair stated that in order to achieve concrete results in the negotiations on the Summit, Peru proposed engaging in discussions based on the following three thematic axes: Democratic Governance and Corruption; Corruption and Sustainable Development; and Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships. 
The Chair stated that he thought it advisable to have a conceptual document for each thematic axe that would be distributed prior to the SIRG meetings in September and the meeting to be held in Lima, Peru, November 2-3, 2017. He reiterated that the documents aimed to encourage reflection by delegations and were not documents for negotiation. 

The Chair noted that at the SIRG meeting in February 2018, he would present the conclusions from discussions held, including the proposed mandates or specific courses of action resulting from debate on the three thematic axes during the SIRG September and November 2017 meetings. Prior to the February meeting—in January 2018—a document with the aforementioned content would be distributed for delegations’ analysis, in order to consider a final document to be presented to the Heads of State. He reiterated that delegations could present comments and proposals in writing during the fortnight following the September and November SIRG meetings.
The Chair stated that he would invite experts to SIRG meetings to present the thematic axes and foster dialogue and discussion among the States. He pointed out that in addition to the SIRG meetings in November 2017 and February 2018, other SIRG meetings would take place if necessary. 
Additionally, the Chair underscored that addressing corruption required the commitment of diverse actors. Therefore, the open meetings of SIRG would provide an arena for civil society and social actors, including youth and the private sector, in order to obtain their proposals, recommendations, and comments so as to inspire and enrich the discussion among States. 

The Chair brought up the challenge of recovering collective confidence in the Summits Process and urged delegations to continue working in a constructive spirit and with ideas that contributed to the quest for consensus.
Comments by delegations
The delegations present took the floor to provide their decisive support to the Government of Peru in the preparation process for the Eighth Summit. They expressed their satisfaction about the way the Summit was being prepared, including with respect to the selection of the main topic of the Summit—which reflects a common problem—as well as the proposed methodology and calendar.
During their interventions, delegations emphasized that corruption weakens and constitutes a threat to democratic governance not only of one country, but rather of the entire region, adversely affecting development and jeopardizing the enjoyment of human rights. They recognized that over the years the Hemisphere has worked collaboratively on agreements, instruments, and mechanisms to reduce levels of corruption in the region. They noted the OAS’ pioneering work regarding adoption of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its follow-up mechanism, the MESICIC. Delegations also stated, however, that although these efforts had contributed to combatting corruption, there was still a long road ahead and for this reason it was vital to understand the difficulties that needed to be overcome in order to accomplish the Convention’s application. 
Delegations highlighted the importance of conducting a critical assessment to analyze how efforts to fight corruption in the region could be corrected and strengthened through concrete measures. In that respect, it was suggested that a mapping of inter-American and global efforts on the subject was needed—including with regard to transparency, open government, civil society participation, among others. It was likewise suggested that MESICIC’s strengthening was also needed.
Delegations also emphasized the importance of exchanging information, experiences and best practices about regional and global mechanisms and tools for preventing and combatting corruption, including measures and difficulties that the anti-corruption systems have experienced. At a regional level, specific recent efforts were highlighted in addition to MESICIC. These included the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) and the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH), which offered lessons learned about preventing and combatting corruption. It was emphasized that it was not a question of reinventing what already exists; inasmuch as the topic of corruption has been widely studied. What warranted special attention was States’ implementation of their commitments.
It was suggested that corruption was a transnational threat that could not be fought in isolation, and that there was a need to identify strategies to prevent it and bolster efforts and mechanisms to fight it. Delegations underscored the importance of involving civil society and social actors, including youth and the private sector, in the Summits’ preparation process, as well as the side events held in the framework of the Summit. The need to carefully design civil society and private sector participation was also emphasized so that their participation would be interactive and not just a matter of receiving their recommendations.
It was noted that the topic of corruption had garnered greater visibility as a result of transparency measures and contributions by the inter-American human rights system. It was further noted that it was important to develop an awareness-raising process with respect to the issue of public sector incentives, as well as an approach to some safety challenges that could help fight corruption. Reference was made to the existence of good models, like public-private partnerships.
Thanks were extended to the Government of Peru for fostering and facilitating the participation at the November SIRG meeting of all Caribbean States involved in the Summits Process.
The Chair reiterated its flexibility with respect to holding additional SIRG meetings that were necessary and confirmed approval of the Schedule and Work Methodology contained in document GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.1/17rev.1.
5. Presentation of the conceptual document “Democratic Governance against Corruption” and the first thematic axe: “Democratic Governance and Corruption”
Chair of the SIRG, Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, provided an overview of the conceptual document “Democratic Governance against Corruption” (GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.2/17), as well as the document on the first thematic axe “Democratic Governance and Corruption” (GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.3/17).
Prior to this, the Chair stated that the purpose of presenting the conceptual documents was to inspire reflection on the issue and to identify concerted and concrete measures regarding topics like transparency and access to information, government effectiveness and bureaucratic streamlining, and initiatives to fight against corruption, including legislative proposals. He indicated that these are examples of what could be achieved after discussions and contributions by the States. He also highlighted the need to have a regional assessment to recognize best practices—echoing what was addressed during the interventions—and to spot the gaps or lacunae that States could begin to work on through concrete initiatives under different kinds of cooperation. What was sought was to foster interactive dialogue aimed at determining specific actions.
The Chair explained that the Inter-American Dialogue was invited to inspire thinking on the first theme of discussion and he thanked Mr. Michael Shifter, President of the Inter-American Dialogue for his support during the debate held at the Policy Dialogue. He then gave the floor to Mr. Michael Camilleri, Director of the Inter-American Dialogue’s Peter D. Bell Rule of Law Program. 

Presentation by the Inter-American Dialogue
The presentation by Michael Camilleri, from the Inter-American Dialogue, was published in documents GRIC/O.2/INF.11/17 and GRIC/O.2/INF.12/17. Mr. Camilleri provided context for recent advances made in fighting corruption in Latin America, underlining its importance in contributing to democratic governance. He offered preliminary ideas and suggestions about possible outcomes of the Eighth Summit based in part on the Policy Dialogue. Echoing Ambassador James Lambert, the OAS Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, who had presented on the outcomes of the aforementioned Policy Dialogue, Mr. Camilleri reiterated that the implications of corruption are much broader:  fighting corruption is crucial for furthering a series of political objectives, reducing inequality, promoting citizen security, protecting the environment and human rights. 
He asserted that corruption also affects the exercise of human rights, causes security and environmental crises, puts the brakes on educational progress, and jeopardizes health. He underscored that corruption disproportionally affects the poor and made reference to a recent resolution of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) regarding human rights and the fight against impunity and corruption, which provides that the fight against these evils are undeniably linked to the exercise and enjoyment of human rights. 
With respect to the current status of the fight against corruption in the Americas, Camilleri highlighted that based on a recent study by the Inter-American Dialogue on Latin America that was discussed at the Policy Dialogue, corruption in the region had not necessarily increased; rather, that citizens nowadays were less tolerant of acts of corruption, while institutions were improving their fight against this scourge. He also asserted that to address corruption what was needed, among others, was better technology, a list of financial flows, an approach with positive and negative incentives, and a reduction in impunity. He identified a series of currents efforts related to transparency and anti-corruption measures adopted by governments of Latin America in the last 25 years, including international agreements, as well as anti-corruption conventions in the framework of the OAS and the UN, the Open Government Partnership, national reforms, audits, laws on access to public information, disclosure requirements, campaign financing regulations, money laundering legislation, plea bargaining laws, among others.
Camilleri offered some initial considerations on possible outcomes of the Eighth Summits, based in part on the Policy Dialogue discussion. First of all, he proposed the need to improve and/or strengthen relevant inter-American institutions and mechanisms, like MESICIC. He referred to an analysis done by Transparency International on the need to improve civil society participation and the information that MESICIC collected during its review processes, which could be leveraged to provide specific policy recommendations and support governments. He further proposed the possibility of creating a permanent rapporteurship at the IACHR that focused on corruption, as well as the possibility of creating an inter-American anti-corruption commission or court, perhaps through an additional protocol to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, which was an idea addressed in several of Mark Wolf’s documents and speeches.
Second, he put forward the idea of enhancing national capacity. There were measures that could be adopted multilaterally to support the fight against corruption domestically. For example, bearing in mind the impact that OAS inter-American model laws had had on different sectors, such as on access to public information, the Summit could task the OAS with conducting similar efforts in other areas, such as conflict of interest. Technical assistance the OAS had provided in the past to States on e-government could focus on open budgets and procurement. He also suggested that the OAS could create a list of prosecutors who are anti-corruption or investment experts who are willing to deploy for short-term assignments at the request of States, as the United Nations did with mediation. He asserted that the Summit could replicate the experience of the MACCIH, creating a roster of investigators and prosecutors from the anti-corruption council to work and support national authorities in investigations, training, and strengthening of capacities, at the behest of a State.
Thirdly, he proposed improving regional cooperation. Corruption was increasingly a transnational phenomenon that demanded effective transnational cooperation, especially regarding financial transparency and law enforcement. Bearing this in mind, the Summit could adopt principles and standards in areas such as beneficiaries’ assets and automatic exchange of information on banking and access, as in the OECD. The Summit could also take measures to encourage bilateral and multilateral cooperation, especially in investigating corruption that entailed illegal financial flows. The mandate of the MESICIC, for example, could be broadened to focus on reviewing countries so as to serve as a cooperation center. Experience had shown that law-enforcement relationships that were built based on training could be operationalized in specific investigations.
Finally, Mr. Camilleri asserted that the Laba Jato investigation showed the power of legal cooperation between countries, but also the slow and excessively bureaucratic nature of said cooperation. In that regard, the United Kingdom’s National Crime Agency recently created an international anti-corruption coordination center, which brought together specialist law enforcement officers from multiple jurisdictions in a single place to tackle allegations of corruption. This effort could be replicated in the Americas, either physically or virtually.
Dialogue among delegations on the first thematic axe “Democratic Governance and Corruption”
Delegations comments highlighted, among others, some suggestions stemming from the Policy Dialogue, such as the States’ need to be versatile in tackling the issue of corruption, above all taking into account that 90% of society’s perception regarding transparency came from social media, which had basically displaced conventional press, television, newspapers, and radio.
The Peruvian delegation highlighted the relevance of the Policy Dialogue, which provided different suggestions from prevention to the topic of incentives, which were broached by all panelists and should be addressed in greater depth. Additionally, Peru highlighted the importance of cooperation in this process of exchange and reflection among different actors involved in the issue of corruption, including the State, civil society, and social actors, as well as the private sector, the latter of which would make this inclusive process more innovative. 
The delegation of Paraguay highlighted that the value added of this process for the Eighth Summit was in the dialogue and interaction among all actors involved in the issue beyond the Summit per se. Paraguay also highlighted the need to get away from traditional mechanisms and adapt SIRG forums to a more modern dynamic. 
The delegation of Honduras proposed the need to look at the other face of corruption, which transcended that of public servants, in order to address other associated phenomena, for example, gangs. 
The delegation of Argentina addressed the impact of corruption in daily life and public policies, and in light of the conceptual document and the first thematic axe, underscored that corruption not only altered the results of public policies but also their adoption. Argentina suggested taking into account in the issue’s discussion the topic of asset recovery, provided for in SDG 16.4, as well as the IACHR resolution on corruption. With regard to transparency and access to information Argentina likewise underscored the implementation of electronic management systems to ensure the integrity of procedures and enable citizens to access timely and up-to-date information, as well as promotion of a policy on the integrity of public companies. Argentina stated that on the subject of corruption control it was important to have concrete measures in the judicial branch to improve citizens’ trust in public institutions, and that it was likewise important for the State to disseminate MESICIC recommendations.
Other issues addressed included having an assessment in the countries based on information for management. Furthermore, the importance of e-government in managing and making current and timely information available as a means to fight corruption was highlighted. 

Experiences in access to public information and transparency were addressed. Access to public information could be seen as a tool to prevent corruption and enable citizen participation. It was important to speak about active transparency, which was a paradigm shift. It was not just a question of whether there was access to information or not, but rather how access was provided and what the obligation of States was with respect to making available the information regarding its work. This was related to the thematic axe on government effectiveness and bureaucratic streamlining. It was highlighted that preventing corruption was not just a Government issue, and that these efforts had to involve both the public sector, understood in the broad sense of the word, including state-owned businesses, as well as the private sector, which was the other face of corruption. 
The Colombian delegation emphasized the issue of transparency and access to information, as well as the reporting of crimes using technology. It further emphasized education, in particular training campaigns in schools and the importance of verifying whether current studies on corruption were accurate and truthful, as well as whether experts that prepared such studies were duly qualified. 
For its part, the delegation of Brazil shared some of the advances its government had made in fighting corruption, including approval of a public information access law, an anti-money laundering law, and an anti-corruption law. Brazil also stated that its government had participated in the fight against corruption in international arenas, like the United Nations, OECD, and that it was a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

The delegation of the United States highlighted the importance of considering the way in which corruption affected security. Some significant issues in that respect included gang-related crime, drug trafficking, and human trafficking. It was also important to consider the punishments for these crimes.
6. Presentation by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on civil society and social actors, the Fifth Young Americas Forum, and the III CEO Summit of the Americas 

The Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, Ambassador James Lambert, made a presentation regarding the work that the Summits Secretariat had been doing in coordination with the Government of Peru and with the support of the OAS Civil Society Relations Section to ensure the effective and inclusive involvement of this sector in the Summits preparation process. The presentation was published as document GRIC/O.2/INF.10/17. 
Mr. Luis Viguria, Executive Director of the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), made a presentation on progress regarding the Fifth Young Americas Forum, which would be held in coordination with the government of Peru and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. His presentation was published as document GRIC/O.2/INF.8/17. Mr. Viguria stated that 500 young people would participate in the Fifth Young Americas Forum and thereunder the forums and dialogues would place emphasis on:
· Diversity, with the aim of promoting involvement of youth from all social classes, young migrants, young people from rural areas, young pregnant women, young indigenous people, LGBTI youth, among others. 

· Real participation through in-person and virtual consultations.
· Training to teach how to use tools and become agents of change.
The priority issues for young people included entrepreneurship, youth employment, sustainable development, migration, education, science and technology, and gender equity.
Delegations’ comments focused on:  the importance of maintaining an open dialogue with young people and obtaining their inputs about the Summit’s topic; essential issues for young people like work and innovation; the need to formulate public policies to create employment opportunities for young people, including employment opportunities achieved through personal merit. 

With respect to the Third CEO Summit of the Americas, Mr. Camilo Fernández de Soto, Specialist from the Inter-American Development Bank, presented progress regarding this event, which would take place in Lima, Peru, April 12-13, 2018. He referred to 10 working groups, among them the working group on transparency, that made up the Americas Business Dialogue, whose main objective was to present recommendations to the Heads of State. He stated that for the November SIRG meeting, he would make the 10 working groups’ preliminary recommendations available, which would allow countries to identify those recommendations that resonate within their countries. He likewise referred to the Dialogue’s participation in ministerial meetings in the framework of the OAS, such as the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA) and the Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in September in Chile and Mexico, respectively. He suggested having round tables as part of the Summit where Heads of State could hold discussions with business people. 
7. Final considerations, other business, and adjournment of the meeting
At the final SIRG session, the Chair emphasized the need to: interact with civil society and social actors in more dynamic and interactive formats; create a specific arena for indigenous peoples’ participation; identify anti-corruption mechanisms and what has been achieved and remains to be achieved on the issue; exchange best anticorruption practices among the countries of the region; and create human and institutional capacities relevant to the issue.
Without further comments from delegations, the Chair of the SIRG adjourned the meeting on Thursday, September 14.
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