	[image: image1.jpg]SECRETARIA




	

	
	[image: image1.jpg]


2
- 2 -

SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP                            
OEA/Ser.E
(SIRG)                                                  




GRIC/M.1/INF.12/16
First Ministerial-Level Meeting for 2016





15 June 2016
Wednesday, June 15, 2016 






Original: Spanish 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
[image: image2.png]Organization of
American States




OPENING REMARKS BY 
LUIS ALMAGRO, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE OAS
I would like to take this opportunity to underscore the commitment of the OAS General Secretariat to working with the States at all stages of this important Summits process, and especially with Peru, which will be hosting the upcoming Summit. Reflecting on the reasons that have led to the convening of this annual Ministerial Meeting of the SIRG, I wish both to acknowledge the importance of the implementation review phase and to report on progress made with the initiatives arising out of this process. 
It is my pleasure to extend a very warm welcome to you at this annual ministerial-level meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group, which, as always, we are holding during our General Assembly. My congratulations to the Government of Peru for having recently agreed to preside over the Summits of the Americas Process. This SIRG Ministerial is our first opportunity to meet under the leadership of the Government of Peru in the run up to the Eighth Summit of the Americas.  
On this occasion, allow me to stress the steadfast commitment of the OAS General Secretariat to providing advice and appropriate support to this process now headed by the Government of Peru. We will continue to build on the achievements of previous summits and to monitor implementation of those achievements: the fruit of consensus among our States. 
Today, we are at a very important stage of the Summits process: the stage at which we review implementation of the initiatives arising out of earlier Summits. This meeting affords us an opportunity to engage in high-level dialogue on progress made with implementation of those initiatives and to reflect on how this process had developed and matured in the more than 20 years since it began. 
In its capacity as the coordinator of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), the OAS General Secretariat has been working to put together up-to-date information for the States as part of its follow-up to previous Summits. At today’s meeting, the Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs will address that topic. It is worth pointing out that, as a result of the Summit in Panama, the JSWG has been working on the commitments for which there was a solid consensus, with a view to emphasizing the areas of agreement that we have forged in our region and working on them in order to attain higher levels of development and prosperity.  
I would also like to take advantage of this occasion to thank the organizations making up the Joint Summit Working Group for their contributions to the process and to highlight the key role they will play in this next phase of preparation for the Eighth Summit. 
Likewise, it is important to underscore the part played by civil society and other social actors lending their support to the Summits process. We have striven to continue promoting their participation and expanding opportunities for dialogue with these groups.  Going forward, it will be important to continue strengthening forums for participation and boosting ties with these stakeholders in the process. 
I would like to conclude by stressing, once again, the commitment of our Summits Secretariat to continuing to support the Summit Presidency and the States in this process and continuing to strengthen the participation in it of both the institutions making up the Joint Summit Working Group and social actors, who are an integral part of the process.
I wish every success to Peru as the country hosting, and presiding over preparations for, the Eighth Summit of the Americas, with the resolute support of the OAS General Secretariat. 
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