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INFORMATION BULLETIN
The following information will serve as a guide in preparation for attending this meeting:
1. VENUE
The First Regular Meeting of 2015 of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) will take place in Panamá on January 22nd and 23rd, 2015 in the Bolivar Room of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Interpretation services will be available in the four official languages of the OAS.
2. AIRPORT AND ARRIVAL
The Government of Panama will offer transportation from the airport to the official hotel (suggested below), and from this hotel to the meeting venue and vice versa. Please communicate the names and itinerary of the participants that require this support to the following email address: mlecaro@mire.gob.pa. 
3. GROUNG TRANSPORTATION
Transportation will be provided on the days of the meeting from the Hotel – Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Hotel. 
4. ACCREDITATION
The delegations and institutions that are participating in the First Regular Meeting of 2015 of the SIRG must address their official accreditation notes to the following addresses no later than January 12, 2015:
Summits of the Americas Secretariat

E-mail: GRIC@oas.org 

Fax: (202) 458-3665


19th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.


Washington, D.C. 20006

5. DRESS CODE
For the meeting, business attire is required (Suit and Tie).
6. LODGING
Delegations will be responsible for the cost of all lodging and dining.
The hotel suggested for the lodging of delegations is the TRYP by Wyndham - Panama Albrook Mall. Transportation will be provided from this hotel to and from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the days of the meeting. 

Hotel Information:

TRYP by Wyndham - Panama Albrook Mall

	ROOM TYPE
	SPECIAL RATE

	TRYP Single or double (1 or 2 guests)
	$115.00 + 10% taxes 

	Junior Suite 
	$165.00 + 10%  taxes

	Suite 
	$195.00 + 10%  taxes


Contact: Yadzia Saavedra 

Sales Manager
Email: ysaavedra@tryphotel-am.com  

Phone: (507) 307-0300

7. VISAS
Delegates with Diplomatic, Consular, Official or Service passports do not require visas, with the exception of Suriname. 
Delegates with ordinary passports from the following countries need to request visas: Cuba, Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Suriname. 

8. WEATHER
The weather in Panama is pleasantly tropical, with two seasons: rainy and dry. The rainy season goes from May to December, with occasional sunshine during the day. During the dry season, known as “summer”, which runs from mid-December to April, pleasant winds blow permanently. 

The meteorological conditions in Panama forecast for the period of the VII Summit are as follows:

· Average máximum temperature

31.8 º C

· Average minimum temperature

23.4º C

· Average relative humidity

83%

· Average temperature


24.5o C

9. USEFUL INFORMATION
Local Time
TMG-5

Electricity
120V (240V available in hotels);

Taxes

All purchases in Panama are taxed at a rate of 7% (Taxes for Transfer of Personal Property – ITBM), with the exception of medicine, food and school supplies. 
Tips

In some restaurants, tips are included in the bill. It is customary to leave a 10% tip on the total amount consumed. 

Airport tax

For international commercial flights, the airport tax is included in the cost of the airfare. 

Business hours
Commerce / shops: 9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 7 days a week

Banks: 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
ATMs are available 24 hours a day
Public offices: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Telephone code: 00507 

Phone numbers of interest:

· 106 – International calls via operator
· 105 – Local time
· 102 – Telephone assistance services

· Tocumen International Airport +507 238-2700 
Shopping Malls:

· Multicentro - Balboa Avenue
· Multiplaza Punta Pacífica - Balboa Avenue
· Albrook  Mall – Adjecent to the Transportation Terminal 

· Centro Comercial El Dorado - Ricardo J. Alfaro Avenue (Tumba Muerto) 

· Centro Comercial Los Pueblos – Vía Tocumen
· Metro Mall - Vía Tocumen – Entrance to Cerro Viento,  national route to Airport.
10. CURRENCY
The official currency of Panama is the Balboa. However, the currency in use is the United States Dollar. 

11. POINTS OF CONTACT
The Government of the Republic of Panama chairs the meetings of the SIRG y and its coordination falls under the Summits Secretariat. If you require additional information, please feel free to contact:
	Government of Panama
	Summits of the Americas Secretariat


	Max José López Cornejo 

National Coordinator
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Panama
Phone:  (507) 5011-4253

E-mail: mjlopez@mire.gob.pa 
	Beatriz E. Piñeres

Summits Specialist
Summits of the Americas Secretariat/OAS 

Phone: 1 (202) 370-0667

E-mail: bpineres@oas.org 
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Miguel Lecaro

Executive Coordinator of the VII Summit of the Americas
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Panama
Phone: 011 (507) 511-4100 Ext. 4058

E-mail: mlecaro@mire.gob.pa 


	Jennifer Molina

Administrative Officer and SIRG Support
Summits of the Americas Secretariat/OAS 
Phone: 1 (202) 370-0707

E-mail: jmolina@oas.org  
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