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1. Introduction

The Seventh Summit of the Americas is to take place in Panama on April 10 and 11, 2015, and will bring together the heads of state and government of the Americas to deal with the topic “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas.” The Summits of the Americas Secretariat, in collaboration with the Department of International Affairs of the Organization of American States (OAS), is organizing a series of activities to facilitate participation by civil society and social actors in preparation for the Seventh Summit.
In this context, a first round of consultations with civil society was held, which included a policy dialogue, national consultations in several member states, and a virtual forum. 

The first virtual forum focused on the following three thematic axes:

(a)
Economic prosperity with equity
(b)
Social prosperity with equity
(c)
Democratic governance and citizen participation
The forum, open from October 21 to November 11, 2014, provided representatives of the Hemisphere’s civil society and social actors with the opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences and to offer the member states comments and recommendations on the theme of the Seventh Summit. The results of that virtual forum were compiled in this report, which was distributed to the states in preparation for this meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group. 

The virtual forum was organized by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and moderated by Jackie Arango, a Colombian researcher with experience in social innovation, the design of user-centered programs and products, and social entrepreneurship.

2. Purpose of the consultation

The topics examined at this virtual forum were focused on the three points identified above and, in connection with each point; the participants were asked the following questions: 

a) Economic prosperity with equity

· As a social actor, what do you believe is the biggest challenge of the region in terms of equitable economic growth?

· Can you provide examples of public policies created to support equitable economic growth and which could be replicated at a regional level?

· In which way are you or your organization contributing to the building of an equitable economy?

· In your opinion, what should be the hemispheric strategies to build prosperous and equitable economic systems in Latin America and the Caribbean?

b) Social prosperity with equity 

· Which major challenges hindering equitable social development are currently affecting Latin American and Caribbean societies? 

· Which public or private strategies are currently being implemented to improve these conditions?

· Which other strategies would you recommend to address the issue of social inequity in the region? 

c) Democratic governance and citizen participation 

· Which citizen participation mechanisms are currently being used in the region?

· What are international organizations, local and national governments doing to promote greater citizen participation?

· In your opinion, how does citizen participation support better democratic governance?

3. General summary of the forum’s results

The forum was available in English and Spanish and was attended by a total of 25 participants, who presented the observations and recommendations summarized below. 

3.1 Economic prosperity with equity: 

· Public policy: Since the creation of public policies in any country facilitates policies, laws, and developments that remain in place over time, we propose the development of policies with emphasis on: 

· Science, technology, investigation, development, and innovation 

· Fiscal measures for internal and external economic growth. 

· Social and labor inclusion. 

· Inclusion and a focus on the population: Having an equitable economy requires an equitable society. Proposals and comments:
· Include different groups in all labor-related areas, including communities and populations of African descent, indigenous peoples, people with disabilities, gender equality, and individuals reincorporating into society after various regional conflicts. 

· Acknowledge diversity, interculturality, and the potential and tendencies of the market, bolstering the participation and access of the most affected sectors. 

· Equitable distribution of wealth: The following proposals were offered:

· Improving access to goods and services that can raise the living standards of society, in order to close social divides. 

· “The fair and effective distribution of wealth is the key to the region’s growth.”
· Infrastructure: 

· Investing in roads and transportation is very important in order to facilitate ties between different countries and regions for exchanges of goods, products, and services. 

· Partnerships between universities, companies, and states: 

· The development of plans and strategies in the University-Company-State triangle is important for the development of actions and concrete solutions to real problems and situations.

· “Promote and strengthen public-private partnerships as a consolidation mechanism for creating and increasing employment, production of social capital.”
· Good practices: the use of equitable economic models that have been tested in other regions and countries, such as those that “combine the investments and complementary efforts of the state and of local and international companies.” 
· Agriculture as a source of wealth: 

· Various agrarian reforms, promoted by farmers’ groups and associations, were proposed.

· Investments are needed for improvements in renewable energy that will enable solar energy to be used to improve the economy and funding for agriculture. 

· Identify family farming models that will facilitate sustainable microenterprises.

· Job market 

· Acknowledging the needs and problems of each region, as a joint responsibility, will enable the development of new ideas, projects, undertakings, and processes for resolving those needs and creating greater labor inclusion. 

· “Recognizing the diversity and intercultural nature of populations as strengths that impact their new social transformation.”
· Skill-based hiring. 

· Entrepreneurship: owners of large businesses can support the ideas of young entrepreneurs “to develop and construct their ideas and business areas so that the uncompetitive, untapped parts of our economy can become more accessible to the different levels of society.”
· Innovation
· “Innovation is the oxygen of business.” Companies and the state must invest more in innovation, to enable developments that focus on real, creative, and innovative needs in order to create more employment and raise living standards. 

3.1.2 Social prosperity with equity: 

· Education: This was the forum topic with the liveliest discussion. The comments and recommendations on the topic included the following:

· For an equitable society, it is important that the educational systems are in line with the region’s requirements and needs. 

· Public education must be high-quality and free of charge. 

· Education must focus on a country’s specific needs and its economic vocation. 

· “Education must have no distinctions: neither in infrastructure, nor in education quality, nor by regions and/or social strata. 

· We propose making private social investments for the education and employment of women, young people, and the most vulnerable segments of the population.

· “Education at all levels and styles must be a permanent effort to meet the challenge of overcoming poverty and attain economic growth with equity, with human capital that pursues innovation and creativity to build wealth from diversity and interculturality in a framework of rights, freedom, and autonomy.” 

· Inclusion:

· “There is a close correlation between poverty and race. Thus, the Afro-descendants of the Americas are an ethnic population segment with the highest levels of vulnerability in terms of access to goods and services such as education, health, housing, employment, etc.”
· Increase the possibilities of employment based on people’s capacities and skills. 

· Create programs to close gender gaps. 

· Basic needs:

· Lack of political action by governments in implementing programs to overcome unsatisfied basic needs. 

· Vitally important that the right to basic human needs be taken into account, such as nutrition, water, housing, medical care, access to information, to education, to personal freedom and choice, tolerance in inclusion and access to higher education, etc.

· Overcoming poverty:
· Social programs for overcoming poverty require the development of high-impact projects and must address specific situations, such as malnutrition among babies and children, teenage pregnancy, mortality among expectant mothers, domestic violence, and child labor.
· Strengthening the capacity for work:
· Strengthen the individual and collective capacities of poor populations to enable them to enter the job market.
· “Economically and socially successful countries have invested in their populations and their civil society organizations, accumulating the human capital that is today recognized as the key to growth through competitiveness.” 

· Violence and security: 

· Identify plans and strategies for the development of agreements and public policies in pursuit of equitable justice. 

· “One immense challenge: insecurity in our cities.” Few public or private strategies are visible. 

· Family: 

· Place priority on care for early childhood and for the neediest families. 

· We propose a culture centered on the family and its security, economic and social security for education, universal educational coverage, training, and career paths. 

3.1.3 Democratic governance and citizen participation
· Academia and education:
· The work of the academic sector (primary, secondary, and professional) plays a very important role in society and in democratic participation: if people are educated about the importance of participation, our democracy will be greater and better. 

· “Education must make a very special contribution to democratic governance; for that, it must prepare well disposed and properly qualified individuals, together with citizens committed to democratic civil culture who can develop critical opinions and put them into effect from their earliest years.”
· Organizations and civil society: 

· Civil society organizations have the task of encouraging society as a whole, particularly young people, to participate in dialogue processes with the private sector, the government, and the general public, through different youth associations. 

· Legal framework: 

· “Legislation must encourage the emergence and participation of NGOs by creating a legal framework that respects freedom of association and the relations that arise between those organizations and the rest of society.” 

· The growth of civil society and its participation must be accompanied by a legal framework that encourages them. 

· The implementation of regional laws that allow the development of strategies for citizen participation and democracy is important. 

· Young people as protagonists: 

· Young people must become agents for change who can transform society with tools based on participatory public policies. 

· We propose creating meeting spaces for young people to allow the structuring of participation processes, defined by the same structure of participatory democracy. 

· Meeting spaces 

· Spaces for meeting and discussing, such as forums, are of vital importance, provided that they go beyond consultation and opinion to produce action and creation. 

· Forge public and private partnerships in which citizens and organizations participate as social actors. 

· Create and generate collectives of civic commitment. 

· Lack of democracy: 

· We propose constitutional amendments to prevent threats to democracy in the region. 
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Annexes 

a. List of participants 

	English-language forum 
	Spanish-language forum 

	Trinidad and Tobago 
	1
	Colombia 
	9

	Guyana
	4
	Argentina
	2

	Haiti 
	1
	Peru 
	2

	Colombia 
	3
	Dominican Republic 
	1 

	Total
	9 
	Uruguay 
	1

	
	
	El Salvador 
	1

	
	
	Total 
	16
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