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PROPOSED PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES FOR THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS 
OF THE SEVENTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

(Agreed at the Second Regular Meeting of the SIRG of 2014 on November 18th)

The purpose of this document is to propose procedural guidelines to guide the preparatory work for the Seventh Summit of the Americas, which is to be held in April 2015. 
General Considerations
1. The Seventh Summit negotiation process will be based on dialogue and cooperation and, emphasizing consensus, will be guided by the principles, rules, and practices of the Organization of American States.

2. The host country will present a technical document with proposals for specific actions, to be considered by the states. This “Mandates for Action” document, which is to be adopted by the Heads of state and Government during the Seventh Summit, will be distributed to the member states during December 2014, for negotiations to begin at the following meeting of the SIRG.

3. During the negotiation meetings on the “Mandates for Action” document, the states will be provided with technical advice by the organizations that make up the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), as the states deem necessary.

Presentation of proposals

1. Prior to the start of the negotiation process:

The proposals and/or amendments that the states wish to present on the draft “Mandates for Action” document must be sent to the SIRG coordination office with sufficient notice for them to be translated into the different languages and compiled as a working document.

The proposals and/or amendments will be published as they are received and will be available in electronic format.
2. At the regular meetings of the SIRG / Presentation of proposals and/or amendments during the meeting:

Proposals and/or amendments presented to plenary sessions during the meeting must deal with the topic under discussion; they will be projected onto the screens installed in the meeting room. The final document from each meeting will be published in accordance with the progress made by the plenary during the negotiation process.
Working Groups and Consultations

During the negotiations, the need may arise for a working group to be set up or for consultations to be held to reconcile positions and reach consensus. The Chair may suggest the creation of working groups and/or informal consultations, to be coordinated by the country proposing the text under consultation; these will not be provided with interpreting services.

Texts agreed on by a working group or informal consultation shall be presented to the plenary of the SIRG either during the current session or at the start of the following plenary session, as determined by the Chair. Should a working group or the parties in a consultation require more time to reach consensus, they shall file a request for an extension after reporting to the plenary on the current status of their negotiations.

Contributions of ministerial processes to the Seventh Summit negotiation process


The chairs of each of the ministerial processes holding meetings prior to the Seventh Summit will be invited to attend the next regular meeting of the SIRG after the conclusion of the corresponding ministerial meeting and to present a report to the SIRG. This is intended for the SIRG to remain apprised about the progress made in implementing the sectoral-level mandates, and for the SIRG to use the information provided by the ministerial processes in preparing and negotiating the following Summit as the SIRG deems necessary and appropriate. 

Recommendations and contributions from social actors
The recommendations and contributions to the preparatory work of the Seventh Summit made by civil society and social actors will be conveyed to the SIRG and presented, at the start of the first plenary session of each SIRG regular meeting, by a representative or spokesperson appointed for that purpose by the civil society organizations and social actors themselves.

Negotiation calendar
A work calendar for the Seventh Summit of the Americas preparation process appears below.
	December 2014
	· Distribution of the draft “Mandates for Action” document for consideration by the states (prepared and presented by the host country)



	January 15, 2015
	· Deadline for the states to submit their initial comments and proposals on the “Mandates for Action” document, to be presented to the SIRG’s first regular meeting in 2015 



	22-23 January 2015 (date to be confirmed)
Panama City
	Regular meeting of the SIRG

· Presentation on the work of civil society and social actors in preparation for the Seventh Summit

· Discussion and consideration of the draft “Mandates for Action” document



	Week of March 9, 2015
(date to be confirmed)
Panama City
	Regular meeting of the SIRG

· Presentation on the work of civil society and social actors in preparation for the Seventh Summit

· Presentation on logistics issues in preparation for the Seventh Summit

· Discussion and consideration of the draft “Mandates for Action” document



	Week of April 6, 2015 
(date to be confirmed)
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· Discussion and consideration of the draft “Mandates for Action” document



	Week of April 6, 2015 
(date to be confirmed)
Panama City
	SIRG Ministerial 

· Discussion and consideration of the draft “Mandates for Action” document”
· Dialogue among the ministers of foreign affairs of the Americas 
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