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Summary of “Road to Panama: 1st Policy Dialogue on Prosperity with Equity”
The “Road to Panama: 1st Policy Dialogue on Prosperity with Equity” was the first consultation with civil society and social actors in preparation for the Seventh Summit of the Americas. The event took place in the Ruben Dario Conference Room of the Organization of American States on October 21, 2014 and began with a presentation by the Government of Panama on the theme for the Seventh Summit, which was followed by a panel discussion of experts on the Summit theme presented by Panama. The program ended with a series of national consultations where representatives from civil society and social actors across the hemisphere were asked for recommendations in preparation for the Seventh Summit. 

a. Introductory Remarks on the Seventh Summit of the Americas theme by   Ambassador Max José López Cornejo, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama

· Ambassador Lopez began the Policy Dialogue by presenting the theme of the Seventh Summit: “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas” and explained that, in order to structure the Inter-American conversation on this issue, Panama, in its capacity as the Host Country, had chosen to focus on the following sub-themes: Health, Education, Environment, Energy, Security, Migration, Governance and Civic Participation.
· The Ambassador mentioned underlying social factors hindering development in the region, such as: inequality, poverty, unemployment, crime, environmental depletion, discrimination and lack of social services, quality education, and the full inclusion of all citizens in the benefits of development.

· He underscored that international cooperation through participatory and multi-sectorial mechanisms is paramount to integration by identify the policies and investments to address these challenges.

· Ambassador López concluded his presentation by reiterating his President and Vice President’s special interest in the participation of civil society in the Summits Process.

b. Summary of presentation on “Economic Prosperity with Equity” by Augusto De La Torre, Chief Economist for Latin America and the Caribbean, World Bank

· Dr. De la Torre indicated that the economic challenges that the region is currently facing are very different than those faced 10 years ago.

· He advised that understanding the Latin America of today vis-à-vis the Latin America at the end of the 90s is a fundamental starting point.

· He highlighted that in the 90s; the main economic concern was instability and managing financial and fiscal crises and cycles.

· The economist underlined that today, except for certain pockets in the Caribbean, Central America, and the case of Venezuela, economic stability is the norm. 

· Mr. de la Torre also highlighted that, in a region where 50% of population lived under poverty 20 years ago, today the rate has decreased to 25% and the percentage of the population in extreme poverty only represents 12% of the total population. 

· He mentioned that the threat of a great economic crisis and the destruction of social gains do not amount to a real concern but the challenge for the future will be on how to restore growth at a pace that allows for social gains in a region that does not have experience with growth.

c. Summary of presentation on “Social Prosperity with Equity” by Ines Bustillo, Director, Washington Office, Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean, United Nations

· Dr. Bustillo concurred in saying that the region had enjoyed very significant social gains in the 90s, according to ECLAC data, and also stressed that recuperating the poverty levels that the region had prior to the 80’s “Lost Decade” took 25 years.

· She mentioned that in recent years, important progress had been achieved in many fronts: 

· In 2002, the poverty rate was at 45% and at 28% today;

· Inequality has fallen in 18 of the region’s countries;

· The unemployment rate fell from 15% in 2002 to 6.2% in 2013;

· Significant improvements in primary education coverage, although there are retention problems in secondary education and quality problems in secondary and tertiary education.

· In spite of the progress, some challenges remain:

· 1 out of 4 students in the poorest quintile finishes secondary school;

· Only 1 out of 100 in the poorest quintile finishes tertiary education.

· There have been innovations in social policy:

· Conditioned transfer programs;

· Transition to universal social policies; 

· Improvements to the institutional framework for social policy.
· The representative from ECLAC finds it noteworthy that today the agendas of finance ministers are now addressing topics of poverty and inequality.

d. Summary of presentation on “Democratic Governance” by Alicia Puyana, Professor, Latin America Social Sciences Institute

· Professor Puyana mentioned that in defining governance as a society’s ability to define and establish policies and resolve conflicts peacefully within the current legal system, the first question was whether that legal system was legitimate and if was fully accepted. Legitimacy derives from whether the State has been able to resolve a society’s basic problems or not. 

· She also indicated that the concentration of wealth leads to the concentration of decision making, that real and effective equality requires a “fair playing field,” and that property and income are the basis for equality.

· Given the current conditions, Professor Puyana predicted that governance did not appear to be an attainable goal in the short term.

Questions from participants to panelists of “Road to Panama: 1st Policy Dialogue Prosperity with Equity”

a. Barbados

· What is the status of the mandates’ implementation? Going back to previous summits, what is the track record (in percentage) for implementation?

b. Belize

· What is the impact of political corruption in our cyclical model of growth based on election cycles? Comment on the impact on economic growth and equity.

· Latin America and the Caribbean have been the victims of indentured servitude, slavery, and bonded labor. What has been or will be the discussion or action on how to change the effect of this, especially psychologically and physically?

c. Costa Rica

· How can the recommendation of ensuring greater sustained economic growth in the region be aligned with concerns about sustainability, given the pressures facing the environment at the global level?

· What role is south-south cooperation currently playing in the region to address economic and social inequality?

d. Guatemala
· If Latin America and, specifically, Central America had a population with more resilience and a better attitude, it could lead us to prosperity with equity; why not invest in the development of human capital?

e. Jamaica

· Although poverty in the Caribbean is the widest of Latin America and the Caribbean, it is necessary to focus on the pockets of poverty and stagnant growth in the region. How can we change the “rules of the game” to prevent inequality?

· Is mandatory training and workforce development in all places of work a viable option to promote equality and to foster sustainable economic growth?

· Uganda, which had a remarkable response on HIV prevention at the beginning of the epidemic, is seeing a reverse. This threatens to be the case in Caribbean countries that have legal barriers steeped in cultural values. Can the region develop region-wide legal instruments for regional public health, since we have new equally challenging illnesses like Ebola, which know no borders?

· Nations that can barely afford training specialists often have these specialists migrate to more developed nations (brain drain), which is a lose-lose scenario for specialist and nations that have invested in them. What strategies are or need to be put in place to stem the capital and human resource flight?

f. Peru

· Given the current economic deceleration, what is going to happen to social gains? 
· What possibility is there of the OAS promoting the creation of Ministries of Economic Inclusion in its 34 member states?
· What concrete actions and policies can be implemented to address the growing problem of public insecurity?
· Identify those “external winds” referred to by the panelists, which are decelerating economic growth in the region’s countries. Are we talking about development models that the countries are using?
· In a perspective of “prosperity with equity,” how can we overcome the inequalities in the education of indigenous populations, if there are still differences between public and private schools in much of Latin America?

· Are more transfers of technology needed so that our countries export added-value products instead of just raw materials?

· How have public-private partnerships for investments in the areas of health, education, social investments, etc. worked in other countries?

· How is the use of revenue from direct and indirect taxes for infrastructure projects being implemented in other countries? 
· How can social investments be encouraged without the political effects of vote seeking?
· The “demographic explosion” is causing social problems in our region. How can this problem be adequately addressed to promote economic growth with economic and social resources?
· Consultations prior to mining and energy investments have created enormous social conflicts due to a lack of understanding about these investments and how they are imposed on populations. What impact have such consultations had in other countries of Latin America?
· What percentage of the budget is assigned to education in other countries, given that education levels are very low compared to other parts of the world? 

· The analyses are interesting and seem to be considering Latin American society as homogeneous, without considering the ethnic groups that make it up; it would be interesting to see how that growth has benefited indigenous and Afro-descendant populations. How will that well-being benefit those groups in the long term, given the reductions in their levels of political representation they are facing in our states? 

g. Washington, DC

· Address the relation between race and poverty in the Americas.
· What is the program for civil society participation in preparation for the Seventh Summit?
III. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Barbados
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General Comments:

· The representatives were of the view that there is a need to look at the role of agriculture, particularly as it relates to food and food security.

· It was the view that while there are similar issues related to the quality of education, the challenge in the Caribbean was different to that of Latin America.  In addition, it was argued that education should be broadened.

· There was a view that health care is not properly being provided in the public sector thereby making inequality acute.

· Small Island Developing States (SIDs) by definition are vulnerable and are therefore subjected to inequality and poverty.

· Partnerships should involve not only the private sector but also the wider civil society. There was a view that they could lead to positive outcomes.

· Youth unemployment is one of the existential challenges and a driver to inequality.

· The voice and participation of civil society was absent from the panel discussion.

· There is a need for a genuine process for civil society participation.

· In the Caribbean, there is a need to protect the gains of the middle class to prevent them from slipping into poverty.

· We must be able to create more comprehensive policies going forward which promote an equal distribution of wealth, assets and income. 

· There is a need for effective poverty alleviation programs that encourage sustainable livelihood and facilitate participatory democracy.

· All stakeholders must ensure that democracy works.  The success of democracy cannot be left solely to the politicians and political parties. 

· Civil Society can play a role in ensuring that OAS mandates from the Summit are implemented in a timely manner.

· The issue of gender is critical to discussions about prosperity and equity.  This issue was not mentioned in the dialogue.

· Participants were disappointed with the competing narratives in the discussion.  For example, one of the presenters informed that poverty factors had increased in Latin America, and another informed that that there was no increase. 

· Participants further emphasized that education does not guarantee one a future.  The question asked was, how do we introduce guarantees?

· Participants felt that elements of human rights in relation to women, children, etc., should have been included in the discussion.

Recommendations:

1. There is a need to invest in quality education and access at the tertiary level for all within the next three years.

2. Youth unemployment is one of the existential challenges and a driver to inequality. A greater emphasis should be placed on increasing the access of youth to employment opportunities.

3. In the Caribbean, there is a need to protect the gains of the middle class to prevent them from slipping into poverty. We must be able to create more comprehensive policies going forward that promote an equal distribution of wealth, assets and income. There is a need for effective poverty alleviation programs that promote equity and facilitate the building of a participatory democracy.

4. The gender dimension should be emphasized in all discussions since inequality affects men and women differently.

5. The issue of discrimination on the basis of race has been used to exclude and marginalize groups in society. There should be a sustained effort in the hemisphere to eliminate all forms of discrimination and to bring marginalized groups into the mainstream.

6. Civil Society should be invited to participate in future discussions.

7. Partnerships with civil society could lead to positive outcomes.

8. There is a need to have more data on the Caribbean so that it may be discussed as an equal with other regions. We would like to see an increase of regional data use by 50% by this time next year.
IV. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Belize
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General Comments:

· Current barriers to prosperity: Fear of victimization; when individuals do not contribute or participate because of the fear of being perceived as partisan; reluctantly to give feedback; complacency; legal barriers.
· Establish a citizen profile of a good citizenship.
· Urgent need to become more participatory/more involved/more interested in engagement.

· Obtain data and information to conduct effective planning, monitoring, evaluation and review.
Recommendations:

1. Capacity building is necessary to become more entrepreneurial and to attract investments. 

2. Infrastructure or cultural barriers may also deter growth and must be addressed through economic policies.

3. Growth must be sustainable, equitable and inclusive.

4. Achieve universal (equal access) to education at all levels (childhood to higher education)  with  standardized  evaluation methods for students.

5. Achieve full inclusive education according to international standards.

6. Higher education collaborating with public and private sector to build degree programs that fit the demand of the labor market.

7. The importance of teacher training must be underscored.

8. Greater emphasis must be placed on preventative healthcare.

9. Strengthen our primary, secondary and tertiary health systems.

10. Strengthen our ethical standards through our Board of Ethics.

11. Effective oversight by the Ministry of Health.

12. Promote healthy nutritional practices.
13. Achieve transparency, accountability and integrity, as well as good management of public resources and strategic ways to enforce accountability.
14. More women for elective offices.
15. CSO must be willing to stay neutral and establish regulatory framework.
16. Create an enabling environment that will ensure strong, independent and objective media

17. Provide mechanisms for public participation in policy making.
18. Transition to fully renewable sources of energy to include hydro, solar, biomass, etc. because of the present energy system and concern about its reliability and security.
19. Call on service providers to lower energy rates.
20. Provide energy subsidy or energy voucher programs to offer equitable access; liberalizing market.
21. Incentivizing initial overhead costs for renewable or alternative energy sources.
22. Natural resources should be protected through collaborative efforts with neighboring countries.
23. Place greater emphasis on educating the population on the vulnerabilities of our natural resources.
24. Promote clear, structured approaches to creating opportunities to retain and attract a skilled labor force.
V. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Bolivia
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Recommendations:

1. Guarantee access in both metropolitan areas and rural communities, in order to democratize opportunities and productive economic entrepreneurship, education, health. States face the challenge of creating democratically accessible alternative sources of clean energy: wind, solar, etc.

2. The state must guarantee autonomy and sovereignty in the management of generation, distribution, and redistribution for the general population.

3. Consider environmental rights (Mother Earth), consider the rights of the subjects of rights (indigenous peoples) in the framework of the right to free, prior, and informed consultations, as provided for in the constitution and international conventions.

4. Guarantee the effective rights of these subjects (indigenous peoples and Mother Earth) through the strength of the guarantees provided by the state’s institutional framework

5. Begin serious reflection on the limits of growth at a time of climate crisis.

6. Challenge of creating awareness (among the general population) regarding the responsible and efficient use and management of energy and the environment (culture of respect toward Mother Earth).

VI. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Costa Rica
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Recommendations:

1. Increase in 0.20% the amount of annual national GDP invested in the production and use of renewable energy, over a period of two years.

2. Comprehensively strengthen the primary and secondary education curriculums to promote values of civic and social coexistence in order to bring about a 20% reduction in violence toward other children and adolescents.

3. Promote entrepreneurship through technical education in accordance with the 

needs of economic sectors, in order to reduce local unemployment levels.

4. Distribute international cooperation in the Latin American countries taking into account the development needs of the country in the application of technologies  .

5. The state will promote, within 3 years, a cooperative enterprise that will have a 30% share of an economic sector in each province of the country, to encourage the democratic distribution of wealth.

6. Target 3% of international cooperation on strengthening democratic governance by the creation of one or two public state policies, over a period of 4 years, geared toward fostering the effective and equitable administration of resources and toward minimizing social inequalities, chiefly in the most vulnerable regions, in the framework of sustainable development.

VII. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Guatemala
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Recommendations:

1. Minimum increase of 20% in the performance statistics of students at the primary, basic, and diversified levels, in both reading and mathematics.

2. Reduce levels of violence through the implementation of preventive policies at the community level. Promoting secondary and tertiary prevention.

3. Provide technical training for 20% of the economically active population, targeting young people.

4. 20% migration from the informal economy to the formal economy.

VIII. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Jamaica
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General comments:

· CARICOM should provide relevant socio-economic data for the Caribbean to more effectively participate in the discussions of the VII Summit.

· In discussing democratic governance, the concentration of power and wealth, and how it relates to inequality and to what extent that leads to inequality in Jamaica should be considered. Are public institutions working for the general welfare of society? Government leaders should be held accountable for their performance.

· The presentations made by panelists during the live webcast did not include reference to several issues that are of importance to Jamaica and the CARICOM region. These issues include: corruption, crime and violence, natural disasters, public health and communicable diseases, housing and displaced persons.

 

Recommendations:

1.        Within 8 months, secure the agreement of the International financial multilateral institutions to grant more concessional terms when extending loans to developing countries in the Americas to enable their governments to make reasonable provisions for the poor, and to prevent undue social and economic hardship, in order to secure equity and to avoid increased poverty.

2.
Within 18 months, conduct and complete a review of the anti-corruption and good-governance institutional regimes of all CARICOM States, and table the findings, together with remedial recommendations where necessary for the strengthening of the regimes in keeping with international best practices in corruption control and good governance, integrity and transparency standards in government.

3. 
Transform education systems over a five year period by providing greater access to vocational training in order to improve entrepreneurship and enable greater levels of prosperity.

4. 
Implement policies over a five to 10 year period that will enable youth to participate in enhanced food security strategies, while facilitating the capacity for employment.

5. 
Increase the production capacity of prisons by at least 50% in 5 years to enable prisons to become more self-sufficient.

IX. Results of National Consultation with Civil Society and Social Actors in Peru
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Recommendations:

1.
Create projects for carbon credits and promote and increase forestation and reforestation by 3% at the national level within a period of 5 years.

2.
That States, in collaboration with civil society, create schools for youth leadership in order to strengthen political parties.

3.
Establish forums for citizen participation within local, regional, and national governments, with emphasis on the promotion of the capabilities of young people without discrimination.

4.
Urge member states to negotiate agreements for citizen diplomacy through cultural, technological, and educational exchanges at all levels of education.

5.
Promote an inclusive reform education in the medium- and long-term to strengthen quality public education with international standards, based on adequate and sufficient budgets and with gender awareness.

6.
Promote public health policies that guarantee that resources are channeled into assisting the most vulnerable and excluded segments of the population, such as expecting mothers, children under the age of 3, and for work in the areas of health education and violence against women.

7.
Redistribute public spending with priority on the health and education sectors.

8.
Implement a development strategy that encourages productive diversification and specialization.

9.
Implement a development strategy that encourages the acquisition of technology from abroad

10.
Implement a development strategy that encourages the implementation of technology.
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