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Thank you very much, Vice Minister Hincapié. We are grateful for your presence here today at this regular meeting of the SIRG.

To begin with I would like to welcome all the representatives of the states present at this meeting of the SIRG, and also take the opportunity to extend greetings to the representatives of the international agencies and organizations belonging to the Joint Summit Working Group here with us.

This meeting is particularly important because, with it, we will get to grips more substantively with the preparations for the Seventh Summit of the Americas, so that, at the end of this process, we can all have a hemispheric agenda that is relevant to us and whose implementation will be of benefit to all the peoples of the Americas. 
On that score, I would like to thank and congratulate President Varela and the Vice President and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama for the progress made in the preparations for the Seventh Summit.  We are sure that today's meeting will yield important information on the preparations that they have already made as well as on the expectations for the process that will culminate in a successful Seventh Summit of the Americas.

We have no doubt that, both in this preparation process which will go forward in the framework of the SIRG, and at the Summit itself, critical issues for the region will be addressed in a constructive spirit that is respectful of differences and gives constant consideration to all the region's citizens.

The active participation and support of you all is, therefore, essential in achieving that objective.

Mr. President, national coordinators, and state representatives, I would like to note that equally crucial is the full and active participation of the institutions that make up the Joint Summit Working Group as specialized international agencies. These institutions play a fundamental role, not only in preparatory work that goes into the substantive themes of the Summit, but also in the implementation phase of the mandates and initiatives that emerge from it. 

We have had regular contact with the institutions that belong to the Joint Summit Working Group, which the OAS has the honor to chair. Indeed, our last such was a meeting that we organized just a few days ago with the Vice President of Panama for resuming discussions with these international agencies regarding their support for the preparations for the Seventh Summit.

It is also important to remember that the Summits process has been enriched in recent years by the active participation of civil society, which has evolved and grown with each Summit. Social actors and civil society organizations are in a position to make meaningful contributions to the preparation process, not only by ensuring a more inclusive dialogue, but also in terms of improving the Summit's outcomes. The OAS Secretariat will remain actively engaged with the host country and the states in order to continue strengthening the active and effective participation of social actors in the process. I would also like to recognize the importance of the meeting of business leaders in the Summit's framework.
Finally, I would like here to express my appreciation for the work of the Summits Secretariat staff and reiterate our eagerness and willingness to continue working zealously under Panama's leadership throughout the entire process that will result, I am certain, in a most successful Seventh Summit of the Americas.
I predict that the coming Summit, with all the states of the Americas in attendance, will set down historical milestones for our Hemisphere, preceded as it will be by an open and constructive process of ongoing consultation and dialogue aimed at strengthening our region and benefiting all of its citizens.

Thank you very much.
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