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Chair of the SIRG, His Excellency Fernando Núñez Fábrega, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama;
Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation;
Secretary General José Miguel Insulza;
Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin;
National Coordinators of the Summits Process; 
Representatives of the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group;
Distinguished delegates;
Civil society representatives;
Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is an honor for me to join you here today, in my capacity as Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the issue of Summit implementation and follow-up, which was assigned to this Summit Implementation Review Group by the Heads of State and Government from the Second Summit of the Americas in Santiago, Chile, and reaffirmed at subsequent Summits. 
As the delegations will recall, focusing on the central theme of the Sixth Summit, “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity,” in April 2012 the Heads of States and Government of the region held a frank, open, and certainly substantive conversation, agreeing on action-oriented mandates in five main areas:  poverty and inequality; infrastructure; citizen security; access to technology; and disaster prevention and mitigation. Furthermore, the implementation phase of the process has been focusing, of course, on turning these mandates into action to benefit our citizens. This being a process, during this phase we have focused not only on the commitments undertaken in Cartagena de Indias but also on those from previous Summits, with the full commitment and support of the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). As you know, this Working Group comprises 12 international organizations. 
In executing its work as JSWG coordinator the OAS, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, has been collecting follow-up reports that the institutions have been producing as part of their activities and programs. 
In this context of coordination, and in order to create greater synergies among the JSWG partner institutions, we met with these institutions last week at OAS headquarters, at the invitation of the OAS Secretary General. At that meeting we spoke openly and frankly about the implementation and follow-up phase of the Summits process and endorsed the institutions’ full commitment to forging partnerships to implement the Summits mandates through concrete action.  We hope to make these meetings with the JSWG regular, as they strengthen the commitment by the international and multilateral organizations to the process and to moving forward in implementing the mandates that we have been given. In addition, the group of institutions held a very successful meeting with the United States Undersecretary of State, and joint efforts were discussed. As members of the JSWG we also discussed the preparation of an Action Plan for greater coordination, to include as well initiatives to implement the mandates. 

As regards the reports submitted by the JSWG, I would like to highlight some of the programs being undertaken by the institutions. By the way, detailed information on each of these initiatives is available from the Summits of the Americas Follow-Up System (SISCA), an online tool devoted to following up on the mandates from the Summits. It facilitates the preparation and submission of national and institutional reports.
On the issue of integrating the physical infrastructure of the Americas, partnering with Colombia and the United States, the OAS, the IDB, and the World Bank have been developing the Connecting the Americas 2022 program that seeks to provide all citizens of the hemisphere with access to electricity by 2022. This program is part of and complements the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA) program, coordinated by the OAS. It was launched at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain.
The Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) has also been working on projects related to this issue of integration and infrastructure focusing on issues of urban mobility, support for the integration of South American regional infrastructure, and support for public-private partnerships in infrastructure project financing.
In the case of the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), funding has been provided for a number of infrastructure-related projects, mainly in transport and infrastructure issues in Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Costa Rica. 
On the issue of poverty, inequality, and inequity, CAF also has a number of projects focusing on eradicating inequality and fostering inclusion, and improving the quality of education and schools. 
The International Labour Organization (ILO) has been conducting youth employment programs, programs to eradicate child labor, international labor migration programs, and programs to formalize labor in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), meanwhile, has been promoting women-led agricultural businesses, the contribution of agriculture to local development, and innovation for productivity and competitiveness.
CABEI is also in the process of implementing programs related to home loans, loans for female heads of household, irrigation agriculture programs, and MSME and social inclusion support programs.

The OAS is also continuing to firmly support the Inter-American Social Protection Network, and recently launched the Knowledge Portal, thereby creating a virtual community forum for strengthening the exchange of experiences and best practices in social protection issues. 
In terms of the issue of poverty as well, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) conducts programs related to strengthening protection frameworks to meet the specific needs of migrants and to promote access to justice and social services for migrants.
On the issue of disaster risk reduction and management, CAF has a comprehensive program to management of natural disasters; PAHO is conducting a safe hospitals in the Americas program; and CABEI provides funding for the “Resilience Agenda” for Central America.

With respect to the issue of access to and use of information and communication technologies, PAHO has been pursuing an eHealth Strategy and Plan of Action, and ECLAC has a Regional Broadband Observatory, which is an important source of information on the design and monitoring of public policies geared towards the universalization of this band. 
Finally, on the issue of citizen security and transnational organized crime, the OAS is developing its program on the hemispheric approach to combat transnational organized crime; CAF is promoting new policies to control and prevent citizen insecurity; and CABEI has been funding the Program to Strengthen the Prison System in Central America.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has also been preparing a report on the security issue, with input from other international agencies and institutions. 

Distinguished Chair, let me take this opportunity to thank the Joint Summit Working Group institutions for their interest and commitment and for the information you have sent us – information that I have shared in summary form.
It must also be noted, Distinguished Chair, that some states have sent us their mandates implementation reports, and I would like to take this opportunity to encourage those that have not yet done so to send them to us, using the SISCA to submit these reports. 
Finally, as a complement to the follow-up and implementation effort being undertaken with the States and the JSWG, the Summits Secretariat has also continued to work with stakeholders following the Summit process, and several virtual consultations have been held, through the Summits Virtual Community. An in-person consultation was also held this past March. This consultation focused on the implementation stage of the Summits process and offered participants an opportunity to share ideas and experiences related to the process of implementing mandates from the Sixth Summit.
Distinguished Chair, I am pleased to also present today the publication entitled “Volume VI: Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process. From Port of Spain (2009) to Cartagena de Indias (2012).”

This volume includes the "Mandates Arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas" and the Communiqués agreed upon, as well as the approved documents from the ministerial meetings held between the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the Sixth. 
This compilation is an important part of the institutional memory of the Summit process and provides governments, multilateral agencies, social actors, academia, and the general public with a point of reference on the Summits process.
This document is also available online, on the Summits Secretariat website.  
In closing, Distinguished Chair, distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegation, I simply wish to reiterate the Summits Secretariat's commitment to continuing to firmly support this process, which is so important to the states, to the JSWG institutions, and to civil society. 
Thank you very much.
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