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RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED BY THE MINISTERS OR OF THE HIGHEST-RANKING AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE MEMBER STATES (REMIM IV) FOR PRESENTATION AT THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

THE FOURTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OR OF THE HIGHEST-RANKING AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE MEMBER STATES,

RECALLING that the Summits of the Americas Process, begun in 1992, has recognized the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the technical advisor to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), as well as the importance of the CIM as the principal hemispheric policy-generating forum for the advancement of the human rights of women and gender equality; 

REAFFIRMING the commitments made by the governments of the Hemisphere at prior Summits of the Americas regarding the objectives of equal rights and opportunities for men and women, also identified as priorities in, among other agreements, the United Nations Millennium Declaration, and in international and regional efforts aimed at women’s full and equal participation in all spheres of society;

EMPHASIZING the importance of integrating women’s rights and gender equality in policies and programs at the national and hemispheric levels, in implementation of the mandates of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS and endorsed in 2000 by the Heads of State and Government of the Americas at the Third Summit of the Americas, whose decisive strategy is the integration of a gender perspective in order to achieve the ultimate goal of equal rights for women and equality of opportunity between women and men;

CONSIDERING that, although gender equality has been accorded greater attention in the Summits of the Americas Process, it must still be fully mainstreamed in all areas addressed in these forums;
CONFIRMING the need to intensify and deepen efforts to ensure that the subject areas of the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits reflect a commitment to women’s full citizenship and to gender equality;

BEARING IN MIND:

The Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Colombia, in April 2012, under the theme “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity”; and

That it is of fundamental importance in implementing the goal of that Summit to ensure the integration of a gender perspective in the final documents arising from the Summit; and
HAVING SEEN:

The Declarations and Plans of Action adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, Chile, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, Argentina, 2005), and the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009); and

The preparations for the VI Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in April 2012, 

RESOLVES:

1. To request: 

a. The Chair of REMIM IV to forward the proposed amendments to the draft final document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, as indicated in Appendix 1 hereto, to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at its next meeting.

b. The Ministers or Highest-Level Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States to forward as a matter of urgency to their representatives to the SIRG–the National Coordinators of their respective countries—the proposed amendments to the draft final document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

c. The Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, as part of the preparations for the Summits process, to send a representative to the meetings of the SIRG, in the CIM’s capacity as technical advisor to the SIRG in the area of gender equality, and to report on their results to the 2010-2012 Executive Committee.

d. The Permanent Secretariat of the CIM to continue to provide the necessary support for the ministerial and sectoral meetings in connection with implementation of the mandates and commitments of the Summits in the areas relevant to the CIM.

2. To urge the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) to integrate a perspective of women’s human rights and gender equality in every subject area included in the final document or documents of the Sixth Summit. 

3. To thank the people and Government of El Salvador for hosting REMIM IV, their generous hospitality, and the facilities provided to hold this successful Fourth Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States of the Americas.

SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP                                               OAS/Ser.E 

(SIRG)                                                                                                                  
SIRG/CA-VI/doc.3/11 

September 15th 2011 
Original: Spanish
DRAFT FINAL DOCUMENT OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

TOPIC:
POVERTY AND INEQUITY

(Presented by the Chair of the GRIC)

In recent years there have been significant declines in both the poverty and extreme poverty indices, accompanied by improvements in income distribution in the Hemisphere. These changes for the better occurred in a context of sustained economic growth, increased labor income, conditional transfer programs, and the implementation of countercyclical economic policies.  

However, poverty and inequity still constitute a major issue for the Hemisphere. A series of conditions have prevented economic growth from translating into less inequality and a less skewed income distribution in the region. Latin America remains the most unequal region in the world. This inequality mirrors and reinforces existing patterns of discrimination and marginalization along gender, racial and ethnic and geographic lines. This has been a constant concern throughout the Summits process, in which special importance has been attached to poverty reduction and equitable social development in the Americas.

Experts agree that, although conditional transfer programs are one a crucial mechanism for overcoming inequity in the region,  they should be formulated from a gender perspective and need to be rooted in the principle of responsible and inclusive citizenship, that is to say, accompanied by explicit commitments on the part of the citizens benefiting from such programs that their participation will be temporary and limited to the time they genuinely need them, so that once their problems are overcome other citizens can benefit from the same program. That will prevent those programs from becoming mechanisms for perpetuating poverty, inequality and handouts.

It has been demonstrated that education is the principal mechanism for leveling playing fields, because it enhances access to the labor market and constitutes a fundamental instrument for the elimination of gender-based stereotypes and it also plays a decisive role in society as a whole. A number of studies of the rate of return on investment in education show that the return is highest when the investment is carried out in the first years of life. Early childhood is therefore a vital cycle in terms of its impact, when a child's rights are guaranteed through comprehensive, timely, and high-quality education. This same effort should be made to prevent adolescent pregnancy, as a strategy that guarantees that children, adolescents and young people can develop their potential and contribute to the economic and social progress of the region.
Similarly, it has been demonstrated that societies with a greater level of equality between women and men have higher indices of economic growth and lower indices of poverty. The incidence of poverty among women is higher than among men across the continent, a phenomenon that has been designated as the feminization of poverty. Though more and more women have entered the labour market, they have done so with little protection and in a market that remains segregated along gender lines and in which significant gaps still exist between women and men and in which women remain primarily responsible for care-giving work.
Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Instructing the ministers of education and of social protection in each of our countries to formulate education policies that are socially inclusive from a gender perspective and technically and technologically diversified, and directed particularly to providing education for the most vulnerable segments of the population and for regions not yet covered by the national educational system.  Policies should also include teaching and training programs for women and girls that favour the permanent acquisition of knowledge and capacities to live in, contribute to and benefit from their communities. This policy needs to be designed within at most one year from now and its guiding principle should be responsible citizenship.

· Undertaking policy and investment initiatives aimed at guaranteeing comprehensive, timely, high-quality and egalitarian early childhood education, thereby providing the conditions required for early childhood development.

· Promote public policies and develop regional strategies for the prevention of adolescent pregnancy, which include education, access to counseling services, community communication and social mobilization processes to promote the creation of scenarios that are conducive to the development of competencies among children, adolescents and young people for the consolidation of their life projects.

· Promoting regulations of social co-responsibility for care to facilitate a balance between workplace and family responsibilities for working women and men, as well as establishing or increasing family parental leave, as well as other modalities for the care of children and dependent persons, in order to help equitably divide care-giving activities between men and women.

· Develop policies in relation to the labour market and decent work in order to stimulate an increase in the rate of female labour participation, the formalization of employment and women’s entry into positions of power and decision-making, as well as the reduction of unemployment rates.

· Ensure modifications to statistical systems so that they can compile information that is disaggregated by sex on the factors and conditions of poverty.
SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP                                           
OAS/Ser.E 

(SIRG)                                                                                                                    
SIRG/CA-VI/doc.4/11 

September 15th 2011 

Original: Spanish
DRAFT FINAL DOCUMENT OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

TOPIC:
NATURAL DISASTERS

(Presented by the Chair of the SIRG)

The dramatic increase in the number of natural disasters affecting the Americas in recent decades, the increasing vulnerability of the countries of the Hemisphere to those disasters, and the increasing economic havoc they wreak are not just matters of grave concern: they are significantly impairing efforts to reduce poverty and inequity and achieve higher levels of development and economic growth for the whole population.

Contributing to those disasters are, among other factors: excessive population growth; expansion of the agricultural frontier; the quicker pace of urban sprawl; and mismanagement of ecosystems. It is also clear that the impact of hydro-meteorological phenomena induced by climate change will exacerbate current threats and pose new ones, such as an increase in that type of phenomena and the rise in the average sea level.

Given the region's vulnerability to climate change, it needs an early warnings system to mitigate the impact of major disasters.

A differentiated analysis allows us to recognize that different sectors of the population are affected in diverse ways by natural disasters, and that these impacts are reinforced by existing gender, socio-economic, age and geographic inequalities.  Education, training, and citizen preparedness for natural disasters; stronger monitoring, surveillance, communication, early warning, and information systems; and full observance of planning, internal zoning, and construction code regulations will help develop a more comprehensive approach to natural disasters and considerably reduce their toll in terms of human lives and economic losses.

International cooperation, more robust synergies, and cooperation with regional, subregional, and international humanitarian relief mechanisms and initiatives are all of the utmost importance for developing and expanding the institutional capacities of each of the countries of the Hemisphere. They will help achieve effective risk management and strengthen public policies for preventing disasters and increasing preparedness for the complex emergencies they trigger.

It is essential to design and develop, with the support of regional, hemispheric, and international institutions, flexible financing options with a gender perspective, both to improve natural disaster risk management and adopt early recovery strategies. It is also important to explore the possibility of creating a facility that, through insurance and reinsurance, may help reduce the economic impact of natural disasters.

Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Assigning to the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) the task of drafting a Hemispheric Protocol on Disaster Prevention tailored to the geographical characteristics of the region and with a gender perspective in its design and application. This Protocol must include guidelines for education and for a culture of disaster risk prevention and reduction, based on the experiences of different sectors of the population and the differentiated impact of disasters on each sector that can readily be incorporated into each State's educational policies.

· Convening periodic meetings of our countries' Disaster Relief and Prevention Systems with a view to constructing a Regional Early Warnings System capable of forestalling and mitigating the impact of disasters and planning responses tailored to the magnitude of events and the differentiated needs of the affected groups.

· Consolidating the development of national and subregional information systems, using data that are disaggregated by sex, to facilitate the compilation and exchange of information before, during, and after emergency situations. These information systems should harmonize damage assessment methodologies, include geo-referencing of risks and responses, and identify what is needed to create the conditions for early recovery.

· Constructing a database on the humanitarian assistance available in the event of disasters, with the support of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas and with information provided by the member states, international organizations, nongovernmental organizations, and the private sector, in order to ensure that the assistance required is provided in an ideal, timely and egalitarian manner.
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TOPIC:
THE LAG IN ACCESSING AND USING
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES TO ATTEND TO THE
HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION NEEDS OF RURAL POPULATIONS

(Presented by the Chair of the SIRG)

The use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) has allowed the efficient and effective performance of a wide range of activities, from government management to the transformation of procedures and practices in the economic and social spheres of all the countries in the Americas. Nevertheless, access to ICTs is significantly lower in rural (as opposed to urban) areas of the Hemisphere and continues to be marked by gender and socio-economic inequalities. That gap is also evident in major differences with respect to connectivity.

Equitable and innovative use of ICTs will have an integrating impact within and among the countries of the Americas, as they enhance contact between governments and broad segments of the population as well as the exchange of knowledge, ways of life, and ideas among inhabitants of the different regions.

Taking full advantage of the benefits that can derive from the use of ICTs for attending to the basic needs of the inhabitants of rural areas and other vulnerable segments of the population requires the establishment of national programs for reforming the telecommunication sector, adopting international standards, introducing a legal and regulatory framework, and carrying out significant investments to overcome access and infrastructure hurdles for all sectors of the population.

Delivering education and health care through ICTs is known to generate high costs for social services as it requires substantial technological infrastructure, contents tailored to local and regional circumstances, and the training of professionals who are specialists in their particular fields and in the appropriate use of ICTs.

Initiatives of this kind in education would afford an excellent opportunity to reduce high illiteracy rates, raise secondary school enrollment rates, and improve academic performance. At the same time, they would reduce the incentives for youth to move to the cities to conclude study programs not offered in rural areas and they would contribute to a revamping of the contents of each region's programs, to higher quality in the education provided, and to the training of rural teachers to make the most of ICTs.
Telemedicine is playing an increasingly important role given the region's demographic and cultural characteristics. Nevertheless, still lacking are regional protocols for public policies with respect to electronic health care goods and services; and national regulatory frameworks validating electronic medical records from both a medical and legal standpoint as well as these health professionals' electronic interventions.

Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Establishing partnerships with the private sector, especially with companies doing business in rural or remote areas so that, in line with their corporate social responsibility policies, they play an active part in the design, executing, financing, and supervision of projects designed to bring to the communities of those regions the infrastructure they need to ensure that they have equitable access to broadband and thereby to satisfaction of their most pressing needs, especially in education and health care, and considering as essential an evaluation of the gender and ethnic impact of policies in the areas of innovation and knowledge.

· Promote actions that facilitate the access of women of all ages, particularly in rural areas and distant communities, to communications and new information technologies, such as education and training on the use of these technologies for the creation of networks, the promotion and Exchange of information, educational activities and specialized employment in economic activities.
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TOPIC:
CITIZEN SECURITY AND TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME

(Presented by the Chair of the GRIC)

The citizens and governments of the Americas observe with deep consternation the high levels of violence and insecurity that continue to beset the region. Not only do they erode the rule of law, good governance, and the effective exercise of human rights; they also pose a serious obstacle to sustained and sustainable social development and inclusive, equitable economic growth.

The nations of the Americas reaffirm their commitment to promoting and strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation to forge an effective, comprehensive and gender-responsive approach to preventing and combating all manifestations of transnational organized crime, the global drug problem and the crimes related to it, trafficking in persons, the smuggling of migrants and weapons, money laundering, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and high​tech crimes, including cybercrime.

The security of the Hemisphere requires that all states comprising it be resolutely committed to preventing and punishing terrorism and to continuing to combat it in all its manifestations, under any circumstances, and wherever it may arise, while continuing to fight all criminal activities facilitating or funding it. All this must be accomplished within a framework of full respect for domestic and international law, including international human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international refugee law.

In order to prevent and combat violence in all its forms and insecurity, it is vital to ensure close coordination among governments and the relevant national institutions and active participation by citizens, civil society organizations, communities, the media, the private sector, and academia in the design and implementation of strategies and programs to safeguard public security.

The person should be at the very heart of citizen security in order to forge safer, more inclusive, egalitarian and sustainable societies and communities in keeping with their citizens' democratic aspirations and economic, social, and cultural development.

Public policies to enhance citizen security will address the various causes and manifestations of violence and insecurity in the Hemisphere, which notably include inequality and gender stereotypes, increasingly rapid urbanization, the breakdown of traditional social networks, and demographic pressure. They will also envisage ways of mitigating those causes, such as education in egalitarian gender roles and non-violent conflict resolution, programs to protect women and men in situations of vulnerability, initiatives to encourage voluntary disarmament and foster social rejection of the use of violence, including with firearms, and other actions.

The emphasis on public spaces as sites of insecurity assumes, implicitly or explicitly, that the household is a safe space or a refuge from the violence that occurs in the streets. For women, however, the reality may be the opposite, as they experience violence, including sexual violence, largely in their homes, at the hands of intimate partners or other family members. The lack of consideration of women’s security needs, on the one hand, and their absence from decision-making and action spaces related to security, on the other hand, means that security policy in the majority of countries of the region ignores more than 50% of the population.  In this sense, security policy should visibilize women’s security needs and the promotion of their participation in decision-making and action spaces that related to security.
Likewise, the establishment of a democratic order that eliminates threats of violence and creates the conditions for safe and harmonious coexistence in both the private and public spheres, will require decisive actions to combat corruption which, in some countries and to varying degrees, has penetrated the institutional fabric of the State and now poses a serious risk to governance. Action will also be needed to reduce the widespread impunity generated by the failings of criminal justice systems. Both corruption and impunity undermine the autonomy of the State and spawn mistrust of institutions, thereby encouraging some citizens, in their quest for greater security, to take justice into their own hands and resort to private security mechanisms.

Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Strengthening and promoting bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation to prevent and combat transnational organized crime in all its forms and manifestations, within the framework of the written agreements currently in force, with full respect for the rule of law and the principles enshrined in domestic and international law, and, to that end, calling upon all citizens to participate and lend their support.

· Drawing up, in our respective countries, comprehensive plans and strategies for harmonious coexistence and citizen security, from a perspective of substantive equality, each of them specifically directed at reducing risks, preventing crime, attending to the needs of vulnerable groups, the peaceful settlement of disputes, and the rehabilitation of degraded urban environments and policies that contemplate specific measures to prevent, investigate, punish, penalize and eradicate violence against women, particularly femicide and feminicide, understood as the most extreme form of gender-based violence against women.

Adopt all the necessary and effective measures to prevent, punish and eradicate all forms of trafficking of women, young people and girls, for sexual exploitation or other ends.
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TOPIC:
PHYSICAL INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS

(Presented by the Chair of the SIRG)

Regional physical integration is crucial to the development of the nations of the Americas and to sustainable economic growth with greater equity. The promotion and adaptation of regional, sub-regional, and national infrastructure will make a decisive contribution to the integration of the region and its effective insertion into the global economy.

To overcome geographical barriers, bring markets closer together, and make the most of new economic opportunities, the countries of the Americas will have to assign priority to, and exploit every possible synergy in, the development of transportation, energy, and telecommunications.

It is obvious that the Hemisphere needs more investment in sustainable economic infrastructure to maintain a pace of economic growth that will enable it to reduce poverty and inequity and to close the gap separating it from those other parts of the world with which it maintains major trade and investment flows.

Investment in physical integration needs to go hand in hand with appropriate regulatory and policy frameworks. To maximize the benefits of those two factors, simultaneous action is required on both fronts. That can be achieved through national policies and strategies forged with a regional and integration perspective.

Investment in economic infrastructure creates opportunities for private sector participation and for tapping a variety of funding mechanisms.

Physical integration will cut the cost of transborder transactions. Productive integration will boost external competitiveness. Geographical and social development will be more balanced.

Investments aimed at making trade easier and safer are essential for ensuring that integration infrastructure operates smoothly. Physical integration initiatives and projects among the countries of the region will depend on measures to enhance efficiency and security in crossborder commercial transactions through initiatives, programs, and projects designed to facilitate trade.

Today, transportation and logistics costs constitute one of the major obstacles to the insertion of the region in regional and global economies, due to insufficient road coverage, poor quality physical infrastructure, and disparate regulatory frameworks.

Given that a very large share of world trade is maritime, the region's ports urgently need to expand their capacity and become more efficient. The modernization of port infrastructure will require an efficient institutional framework for prioritizing investments, particularly since that involves finding solutions to problems of access, congestion, human conflicts, insufficient investment, and obsolete regulations for maritime ports and services.

Physical integration of electricity grids, harmonization of the regulations governing energy markets, and strengthening of the region's generating capacity will all boost energy efficiency and security.

Broadband is now a basic resource for economic growth and social development of all people, in all their diversity, with a direct impact on employment generation, innovation, increased productivity, improvements in education and health care, and more effective public management. It is vital to assure those benefits for the countries of the Americas and narrow the divide between them and the developed countries through initiatives that lower the high cost of services and of the units receiving them and foster a review of the regulations governing them.

It is necessary that infrastructure projects contemplate the needs of all sectors of the population, in all their diversity, and the differentiated impact they have in the lives of men and women and their contribution to the economy. 

Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Forging and implementing an ambitious national agenda to direct and regulate investment in physical infrastructure, taking into consideration a regional and global vision that contemplates the specific needs of a diverse population, and contributing to the creation and coordination of regional public goods. The formation of public-private partnerships and the participation of different financing entities and mechanisms will ensure a holistic approach and efficient execution of this initiative.

· Design and build safe cities as negotiated public spaces that are inclusive of diversity, democratic in terms of the actors that seek the expansion of citizenship and from a critical view of existing social and sexual arrangements.

· Instructing the Ministers of Finance, Transportation, and Infrastructure of the Hemisphere to immediately explore the possibility of reaching joint criteria among the nations of the Americas, which each country may use to construct its own physical infrastructure investment agenda, thereby contributing to the effective integration of the Americas.
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TOPIC:
PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

(Presented by the Chair of the GRIC)

`
Partnership for development affords the nations of the Americas great opportunities for strengthening democracy, boosting their social development, advancing egalitarian economic growth with equity, and reducing poverty.

The objective shared by the countries of the Hemisphere of promoting and defending democracy and fundamental rights and freedoms with gender equality, and of ensuring their economic stability and progress with social justice has enabled the region to establish and apply legal instruments and strategies imbued with a spirit of solidarity. That spirit of solidarity induces the countries of the Americas to cooperate in the various spheres of inter-American relations, within a framework of acknowledgment and respect for their social, political, and economic diversity.

Furthermore, the region has already witnessed a number of successful instances of horizontal and triangular cooperation that reflect the skills acquired by countries in the region and testify to their enormous potential for transmitting knowledge and best practices and, occasionally, as sources of funding.

The progress achieved encourages the nations of the Americas to broaden and expand their spheres and mechanisms for cooperation.

Indeed, greater bilateral, regional, and multilateral cooperation is essential for jointly and effectively countering the negative impacts that external shocks may have on the economies of the region and their ability to generate employment.

Resolute steps are also needed to advance cooperation projects that both deepen integration within the region and further its insertion into the global economy from a vision of full equality and citizenship and with respect for existing differences. Stepped-up cooperation to develop infrastructure and other regional interconnection mechanisms will enable the nations of the Americas to pool their efforts to tackle the still pending challenges of achieving equality, sustainable development, fighting poverty, and consolidating democracy, and to enjoy the fruits of prosperity.

With a view to designing and implementing effective, practical, and sustainable strategies, and to promoting forms of cooperation capable of achieving national and hemispheric development goals, in accordance with the Millennium Development Goals an effort will be made to promote partnerships, dialogue, and the participation of all sectors of society, especially business, labor, and academia.

Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:

· Fostering and strengthening partnership for development in every sphere of inter-American relations and, in particular, in areas promoting the expansion and development of infrastructure and of any mechanism to enhance regional interconnection, as a substantive contribution to effective integration in the Hemisphere and its further insertion into the global economy.

· Seeking to guarantee that all development programmes and policies are designed and implemented in a manner that is coherent with acquired international commitments related to human rights, gender equality, disability, environmental sustainability and diversity.
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