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The Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress adopted, by consensus, the “Declaration of San Salvador for Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas,” recognizing, among its main aspects, the tourism sector’s significant contribution to national efforts to reduce poverty and social inequality, to improvements in the standards of living of host communities, and to the sustainable economic development of our countries. 

The links between the issues addressed in San Salvador and the topics selected for the upcoming Summit of the Americas can be set out as follows:

· Thematic Axis 1: Poverty and Inequality

In line with the commitments acquired at the Fifth Summit of the Americas and also in accordance with one of the thematic axes to be considered at the Cartagena Summit, the Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress, held in San Salvador on September 29 and 30 of this year, chose as its principal topic “Tourism: A Challenge for Addressing Poverty,” and, in their final declaration, the member states recognized “the significant contribution of the tourism sector to national poverty and social inequality-reduction efforts and to the enhancement of the quality of life of host communities, to sustainable economic development of our countries, particularly in job creation, relaxation, recreation, business opportunities, and the development of micro, small, and medium-size enterprises, particularly for vulnerable populations, such as women, children, racial and ethnic minorities, and indigenous peoples as well as its multiplier effect and excellent potential for long-term growth together with its important cultural and social benefits.” 

In this context, the Nineteenth Congress endorsed the initiative to “create a financing and cooperation mechanism among the national ministries and authorities of tourism, through a hemispheric tourism fund, with voluntary contributions and taking into consideration the participation of the private sector and international organizations, to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development.”

Initial contributions were announced by eight of the member states’ delegations, for a total of $200,000; this amount will be used as seed capital to create the fund which, it is hoped, will grow with additional voluntary contributions from the other member states and contributions from other sectors involved with the tourism sector, to ensure its maximum impact.

In addition, at the Nineteenth Congress, among other important topics, the tourism ministers and high authorities studied the promotion of cooperation programs and projects in the tourism sector that emphasize the crosscutting nature of tourism and its ties to other sectors of our countries’ economic and social development.
· Thematic Axis 3: Natural Disasters

In 2010, in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10), the OAS member states acknowledged the importance of tourism cooperation in the Americas, recognizing “that natural and man-made disasters have the potential to adversely impact the tourism sector, particularly, the competitiveness of the micro, small, and medium tourism enterprises.” 

They also noted “the importance of urgently reducing the vulnerability of the tourism sector in the member states to natural hazards through the development of national natural disaster risk reduction strategies, mutual assistance, technical cooperation, land-use planning, and improvement of building codes oriented to the tourism sector.”

[image: image1.jpg]Similarly, the San Salvador Travel Congress noted “the importance of security in the tourism sector and the need to approach it from a multidimensional perspective that considers, inter alia, reducing risks associated with natural and man-made disasters and with the adverse impact of climate change.” It also stressed the importance of promoting “public policies and cooperation activities among the member states, with a view to strengthening disaster prevention and management and response systems.”
· Thematic Axis 4: Access to Technology

In the Final Declaration of the Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress, the ministers and high authorities noted the importance of promoting “all aspects of innovation and investment in the tourism sector and increased use of modern information and communication technologies, including social media networks.” They also agreed to “promote and strengthen sustainable tourism support mechanisms through, among others, micro-credit programs, utilizing existing financial institutions, the use and the transfer of new technologies and technical assistance to facilitate production of quality goods and services and job creation, encouraging an entrepreneurial culture.”
The tourism ministers and high authorities also agreed to promote sustainable tourism in the Americas and to recommend that our Heads of State and Government endorse the Declaration of San Salvador for Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas and that elements of it be incorporated into the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Sixth Summit of the Americas.
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