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SOME METHODOLOGICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE VI SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

At the II Ordinary Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), held in Washington D.C. on December 9, 2010, the Member States of the process unanimously agreed to select, as themes for the VI Summit of the Americas, specific and transcending issues that, besides, would endure on the Inter-American agenda.

Consequently, at the First Ordinary Meeting of the SIRG held on April 11, 2011, also in Washington, the Member States endorsed the themes proposed by the Presidency. They also agreed that the declaration to be adopted by the VI Summit shall be brief and specific, and that it shall lead towards short, realistic, centered, measurable and adequately funded mandates.

A new format for the Final Document

The VI Summit of the Americas should implement these decisions by adopting a new format for its final document, in order to make it more agile, clearer, concise and results-oriented.

Such a new format could include two elements:

A Political Declaration. A brief and meaningful document would send a clear message to the international community: the Hemisphere as a place of opportunities, determined to overcome its difficulties through supportive cooperation and the association of efforts to achieve higher levels of growth and prosperity.

Individual chapters on the themes adopted. Each chapter would be comprised of two parts: the first would contain a basic diagnosis of the issue under consideration by the Heads of State and Government, including a brief description of its current situation. The second would list specific actions determined by the Heads of State and Government through few mandates which, in turn, should be feasible, focalized, concrete and measureable. Each mandate would include guidelines concerning its funding, implementation and follow-up.

Negotiation methodology for the Final Documents of the VI Summit of the Americas

Negotiation of specific themes. It would be convenient to establish a timetable in order to negotiate the specific themes sequentially, taking into consideration their specificity and delegations that would not be in a position to take part in simultaneous negotiations. 
Such a timetable would also allow any necessary spaces for interaction with the experts and researchers who drafted the technical support studies for the proposals under negotiation.

Participation of the Social Actors in the negotiation process. In order to ensure the inclusive character of the VI Summit, the “policy dialogue” sessions
 would coincide with the SIRG negotiation sessions, so that the recommendations and suggestions of the social actors would be timely transmitted to the negotiating tables. To this effect, at the start of each negotiation session, a representative or spokesperson of the social actors would address the delegations in order to transmit their observations and suggestions concerning the ongoing negotiations.

Finally, and in order to guarantee that the contributions of the social actors will be considered timely and effectively by the Member States, it would be convenient to set a deadline for the submission of final proposals and comments in due course before the VI Summit.

� “Policy dialogues” are sessions at which delegations, social actors and institutional experts interact in matters relevant to the VI Summit of the Americas
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