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 AMBASSADOR LUIS ALFONSO HOYOS, 

ON THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE SUMMITS PROCESS

DURING THE SECOND HALF OF 2010

Recognizing the constant interest of the different social actors who currently participate in the Summits process, we have continued to offer opportunities for dialogue and debate on the mechanisms whereby they participate in and contribute to the process. Through those activities, we continue to work with the social stakeholders in a more meaningful way in preparation for the Sixth Summit. 

During the second half of 2010, efforts have been focused on developing relations and sharing information with the various stakeholders in the process, including organizations representing civil society, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendant groups, think tanks and academia, young people, and others. We also continue to strengthen collaborative ties with the various areas of the General Secretariat. This new framework for collaboration helps promote a more coherent and farther reaching social participation.

We are pleased to report that, even at this relatively early stage in the process, civil society organizations in Colombia, regional and subregional think tanks in the Americas, universities, indigenous peoples, and other social actors in Colombia have been in regular communication and have expressed their interest in making a significant contribution to the efforts to disseminate information about the Summits process, to pursue initiatives in the areas of follow-up, education, and awareness-raising at the national level regarding the Sixth Summit, and, ultimately, to expand their role in following up on the Fifth Summit by sharing best practices, ideas, and experiences related to its format, topics, and other activities, to the benefit of all the stakeholders involved on the road that will lead us to the Sixth Summit.

In general, both on-site and on-line talks have been held with these stakeholders, and it is important to note that the series of activities in which the Government of Colombia and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat have participated are a part of what we hope will be a continuous, sustained, and productive process of social participation regarding the key topics of the next Summit. During 2011, in the context of the preparations for the 2012 Summit, we hope to further the opportunities for participation and for publicizing information among the different audiences interested in the Summits process.

The activities carried out during the second half of 2010 included:

1. Civil society organizations and networks: Several consultation and information-exchange meetings were held with various civil society organizations, including the Active Democracy Network and the Partners for Democratic Change Network. A productive relationship involving exchanges of ideas and information regarding the activities of the organizations that make up these networks has been maintained, and from some of them we have received reports on the implementation of various Summit mandates – on the topic of corruption, for example. Those documents have been published on the Summits of the Americas Secretariat’s web page and they are also available through the Virtual Community. 

2. Activities with youth: Young people are one of the most dynamic groups participating in the process. Several activities took place during the second half of 2010, including a “Dialogue on Youth Participation in the Summits Process and the Virtual Community,” held during the General Assembly in June. This meeting was organized with the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) and the OAS Youth Focal Point, and it was attended by the Assistant Secretary General and more than 80 young people.

Another dialogue and information session on the Summits process and youth participation was held at the leadership session of “Youth2Youth – Global Youth Conference” on November 11, 2010, at the headquarters of the World Bank. 

Finally, activities with the youth of the Americas in 2011 are currently being planned, both to follow up on the Youth Forum and in preparation for the Sixth Summit. 

The recommendations made by the young people include the suggestion that at the Sixth Summit, in light of the high level of political and programmatic commitment regarding the topics of entrepreneurship and youth leadership shown by the Colombian government, it would be strategically advantageous for the next Summit to serve as the basis for realizing the potential of young entrepreneurs and for mobilizing their capacities as leaders of the future.

3. Activities with people of African descent: For the past several years, the Global Rights organization has continued to coordinate with various areas of the OAS in organizing two sessions of the forum on “Participation and Incidence of Afro-descendants in the OAS.” The first of these was held in Lima, Peru, on June 4, 2010, prior to the General Assembly, and a subsequent training and information workshop, with representatives of people of African descent from across Latin America, was held on September 15 in Washington, DC. 

4. Think tanks: A meeting of the Western Hemisphere Think Tank Initiative was held on September 20, jointly organized by the Inter-American Dialogue, the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), and FEDESARROLLO. The meeting was attended by Ambassador Jaime Girón and the Assistant Secretary General. The dialogue focused on the possible format of the Summit and ideas regarding possible topics for the Sixth Summit; ways to strengthen the Summits process were also discussed. 

5. Indigenous peoples: Several activities with indigenous peoples took place, including a joint OAS initiative through the organization of the “Seminar on Mechanisms for Participation by Indigenous Peoples in the OAS and the Inter-American System,” which was held in Washington, DC, on June 22 to 24, 2010. The main result of this seminar was a Declaration made by the indigenous representatives who attended the event.

To follow up on this seminar and, in particular, on the Third Summit of Indigenous Leaders of the Americas (III CLIA) held under the aegis of the Fifth Summit, a series of subregional events are being organized; the first of these will be held in Ottawa, Canada, next Monday, December 13, and a later one is to be held in Colombia (prior to the first regular meeting of the SIRG in 2011). The results of these events will be conveyed to the delegations electronically and through the CISC. 
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