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The mechanism for ministerial dialogue at the inter-American level that the OAS General Secretariat supports in its capacity as the Technical Secretariat offers a great opportunity for strengthening the process of preparing for and following up on the Summits of the Americas. With it, work is underway on building a two-way street in which not only does the Summit of the Americas assign mandates to the sectoral areas, but those areas also play a strategic role in the implementation of the mandates and, in turn, submit recommendations to the Heads of State and Government, thereby ensuring ties and coordination between the ministerial processes and the Summits of the Americas process. 

This brief report covers the seven-month period from April to November 2010, during which a total of four sectoral meetings were held at the ministerial level; three were coordinated by the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and one by our institutional partner, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). Also worthy of note in this context were the meetings coordinated by the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) in preparation for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA III) that is to take place in November 2011.

A report on the results of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas is expected to be presented at the next meeting of the CISC. 

 

The OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) coordinated the following three ministerial meetings during this period:

The first of these, the Meeting of Ministers of Energy and Climate Change of the Americas, was held in Washington, D.C., in April 2010 under the aegis of the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA).

 

The other two, convened under the aegis of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), were:

· The Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held in Cali, Colombia, on July 8 to 9, 2010.

· The Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on November 17 to 19, 2010.
In addition, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) held its:

Fiftieth Anniversary and Meeting of the Directing Council in Washington, D.C., on September 27 to October 1, 2010. 

Finally, the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security held two preparatory meetings for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA III). 

For each of these ministerial meetings, I will briefly describe: 

· Goals set

· Notable results

· Importance of the meeting’s results for the process of Summits of the Americas follow-up and preparation

1. Meeting of Ministers of Energy and Climate Change of the Americas, held in Washington, D.C., on April 15 to 16, 2010.

· The aim of the meeting was to record the progress made by the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA).
· As a result of the meeting, the Ministers agreed to continue to work together to consolidate and expand the ECPA. In addition, they explored possible initiatives in energy efficiency, renewable energy, clean fuels, energy infrastructure, and energy-related poverty.

· Regarding the follow-up of previous Summits, the topics dealt with at the ministerial level were in line with the energy commitments assumed by the Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain under the rubric Promoting Energy Security and with the Plan of Action of Miami adopted at the First Summit of the Americas in 1994.

· With reference to the preparations for the Sixth Summit, although no specific language has been suggested, the Heads of State and Government could consider reiterating the commitment made by the Ministers to continue working together to consolidate and expand the ECPA.

2. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held in Cali, Colombia, on July 8 to 9, 2010.

· This meeting took its inspiration from paragraph 10 of the Declaration of Port of Spain and its theme was “Strengthening and Sustaining Social Protection Systems.”

· Noteworthy was the political priority assigned to social protection in the region, together with the harmonization achieved regarding the mandates derived from the Fifth Summit. 

· Regarding the follow-up of the previous Summits, the topics addressed at the ministerial level were in line with the social protection commitments assumed by the Heads of State and Government and, in particular, with paragraphs 9
 and 10 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.

· Regarding preparations for the Sixth Summit, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation at the meeting suggested specific language, set out in five paragraphs, which they recommended be taken into consideration in the documents of the Sixth Summit. The aim of that was to ensure continuity with the actions and initiatives established at the previous Summit (see Annex 1). 

3. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on November 17 to 19, 2010.

· The meeting had three concrete objectives: (i) exchange experiences from across the region, and follow up on the priorities on the hemispheric agenda set in earlier commitments,
 and deal with emerging challenges and shared opportunities in the area of sustainable development in the region, (ii) progress with the implementation of the agreements entered into at the Fifth Summit of the Americas related to energy and environmental sustainability, and (iii) work for consensus on the Hemisphere’s main sustainable development issues that have a significant global scope.

· Noteworthy was the substantive dialogue regarding sustainable development that took place at the ministerial level, which yielded the following specific results: (i) the adoption of the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas,
 (ii) the extension of the lifespan of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) for the 2010-2014 period, (iii) greater awareness of the importance of the Summits process and its relationship with the ministerial meeting, (iv) a revitalized dialogue with civil society and other stakeholders,
 and (v) support for the host country in providing local-level training and outreach on the agenda topics. 

· The topic of sustainable development has been present on the agendas of the Summits of the Americas process since its inception. There is therefore a direct relationship between the commitments and initiatives for action issued by the Summits process and those that were included in the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas. That correlation is further emphasized in three paragraphs of the preamble to the Declaration of Santo Domingo (6, 8, and 9) that directly address the Summits of the Americas process.

· Regarding the follow-up on previous Summits, of particular note were some of the meeting’s results following up on the commitments assumed by the region’s Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain under the rubrics of Promoting Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability, in addition to those of the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas adopted at the Summit of the Americas for Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996.

· It should be noted that both the holding of the ministerial meeting and the renewal of the PIDS (paragraph 20 of the ministerial declaration) were in direct response to the mandate handed down to the Ministers in paragraph 66 of the Declaration of Port of Spain. 

· Regarding preparations for the Sixth Summit, although the Ministers and High Authorities suggested no specific language, it would be useful to take note of and consider the language used in the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas in the documents of the Sixth Summit. 

4. Fiftieth Anniversary and Meeting of the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Washington, D.C., September 27 to October 1, 2010.

· The Council, made up of representatives of all the Member States, meets once a year to analyze and set PAHO’s general policies.

· The Council’s meetings analyzed the health situation in the region and discussed essential resolutions for dealing with the public health problems facing the Americas through increased and improved exchanges of information.

· Regarding follow-up on previous Summits, of note was the importance given to the paragraphs in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain under the rubric Promoting Human Prosperity related to health and to the PAHO. The topics dealt with that are directly related to the inter-American system were health and human rights, safe hospitals, the reduction of chronic malnutrition, and the eradication of mother-to-child HIV transmission.

5. Preparatory meetings for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA III) held during 2010.

Although these were only preparatory meetings, a brief report on them is included to promote further ties between the ministerial processes and the Summits process. 

There were two preparatory meetings for MISPA III during this period:

· Meeting of Caribbean Academics and Experts on Public Security: Looking Ahead Towards MISPA III,
 Montego Bay, Jamaica, May 19 and 20, 2010.

· Meeting of Experts in Public Security in Preparation for MISPA III,
 Santiago, Chile, November 18 and 19, 2010.

· The purpose of these meetings was to analyze the MISPA process, the different documents produced, and the initiatives taken by the GS/OAS in the area of public security, and to conduct consultations with the academic sector and civil society. 

· Both meetings facilitated discussions and exchange of experiences among the OAS Member States in order to strengthen their institutional capacities for the management of public security. They encouraged greater coordination in cooperation among the Member States, and between those States, the inter-American system, and other agencies of the international system. Finally, at the November meeting, the Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago proposed adopting Police Management as the central topic for MISPA III. 

· Regarding follow-up on previous Summits, the topics dealt with at the MISPA III preparatory meetings were in line with the Member States’ commitment to strengthening public security
 in the Hemisphere; specifically, note was taken of paragraphs 8 to 77 under the rubric Promoting Public Security. 

· Regarding preparations for the Sixth Summit, and based on the recommendations established in the framework of the OAS public security ministerial process, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) recommends considering the following topics in the documents of the Sixth Summit: (1) Cooperation for institutional capacity-building in the public security area, and (2) Effective implementation of the Inter-American Convention against the Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA). 

ANNEX 1

Language suggested at inter-American ministerial meetings for consideration in the documents of the Sixth Summit of the Americas

Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held in Cali, Colombia, on July 8 to 9, 2010.

1. Strengthen the Inter-American Social Protection Network as a mechanism for hemispheric cooperation for fighting poverty and inequality, and encourage the transfer of successful experiences and the analysis of the main challenges facing social protection strategies.

2. Continue, in the framework of that Network, with the implementation of technical cooperation in the Caribbean through the “Bridge in the Caribbean Program,” the results of which are an example of cooperation for development partnerships; and informing all the members of the CIDES of the results of the subregional meeting on this topic to be held in Barbados in 2010; in order to identify opportunities for facilitating the use of this cooperation mechanism throughout the region.

3. Support the government of Haiti, particularly as regards the reconstruction of its communities following the January 2010 earthquake, making available to it all this forum’s cooperation for the transfer of useful and relevant knowledge and experiences for its reconstruction process.

4. Promote increased dialogue and joint activities with all sectors of society, including civil society, nongovernmental organizations, academia, the private sector, and others, in order to progress with the development of social protection policies and programs that are more inclusive and participatory and subject to broader accountability.

5. Use the mechanisms that exist within the framework of the OAS Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in order to strengthen intersectoral coordination on social policy matters. In this regard, promote the exchange of opinions and joint projects with the relevant forums and inter-American committees on such topics as promoting employment and income generation among vulnerable populations, strengthening food security policies, dealing with inequality between women and men, and risk management and community reconstruction to reduce the vulnerability of disaster victims.

Notes

� Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.


� Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.





� Note that prior to the ministerial meeting and in response to mandate 9 of the Fifth Summit, the Inter-American Social Protection Network (RIPSO) was launched in New York on September 21, 2009. Among the participants were Presidents Uribe of Colombia and Bachelet of Chile, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza.





� Declaration and Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996; Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 and Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, adopted at the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 2006; as well as others.





� �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/DSD/MinisterialMeeting/Documents/Declaracion_Santo_Domingo_esp.pdf"�http://www.oas.org/DSD/MinisterialMeeting/Documents/Declaracion_Santo_Domingo_esp.pdf�. 





� A broad, inclusive process of participation by civil society and other key social stakeholders was carried out. Among other mechanisms, the participation process used – for the first time in preparation for a ministerial meeting – the Summits Virtual Community (CVC), and it concluded with the presentation of contributions and a dialogue between the ministers and high authorities and those stakeholders. Information on this process may be found at: 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/DSD/MinisterialMeeting/SecondMeeting_Civil_Social_s.asp"�http://www.oas.org/DSD/MinisterialMeeting/SecondMeeting_Civil_Social_s.asp�. 





� Meeting of Caribbean Academics and Experts on Public Security: Looking Ahead Towards MISPA III: 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/dsp/espanol/cpo_mispa3_reunion_ja.asp"�http://www.oas.org/dsp/espanol/cpo_mispa3_reunion_ja.asp�. 





� Meeting of Experts in Public Security in Preparation for MISPA III:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/dsp/espanol/cpo_mispa3_preparatoria.asp"�http://www.oas.org/dsp/espanol/cpo_mispa3_preparatoria.asp�. 








PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]