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Esteemed Secretary General;

Madame Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;

Distinguished Permanent Representatives;

Esteemed National Coordinators of the SIRG;

Distinguished representatives of the international financial organizations involved with the Summits process; 

Distinguished delegates:

Chairing the Summit Implementation Review Group for the first time, I would like to extend to all of you, on behalf of my delegation and myself, the most cordial of greetings and my thanks for attending this Second Regular Meeting of the SIRG.

As a reaffirmation of my country’s commitment to the process, Colombia is preparing to receive the Sixth Summit of the Americas in Cartagena de Indias in April 2012.

We are driven by the goal of contributing to the realization of the objectives that inspired this process and that highlight our opportunity to construct a community of nations committed to the values of freedom and the desire of our fellow citizens to attain prosperity. We aim to promote integration and to renew our willingness to work together in overcoming the difficulties facing the Hemisphere and to take the best advantage from these meetings that offer us the most favorable venue for pursuing a frank and constructive continental dialogue.

In our preparations for Cartagena 2012, we have embarked on a close review of what has been achieved to date. The Summits already held have, of course, dealt with topics of undeniable interest. And that interest remains both current and urgent. We have addressed sustainable development, education, poverty, prosperity, energy security and environmental sustainability. All these topics are aimed at promoting and strengthening our adherence to and respect for democratic values and fundamental rights and freedoms.

Our meetings have generated declarations of great importance and a significant number of carefully designed mandates for addressing the priority needs of our peoples.

We complemented our statements and mandates with plans of action that are equally well intentioned, but broad and ambitious. It could not be otherwise, because the challenges we face are great.

We have a series of acquired commitments that in spite of our aspirations, today seem to be practically unattainable. Their number and size outstrip our individual capacities, and we are well aware of the scarcity of resources available for international cooperation.

Corroborating this situation has caused us great concern. The failure to comply with our own decisions undermines the credibility of our Governments and of the Summits process. It also generates frustration and disillusionment among our fellow citizens.

We must adopt the necessary corrective measures.

At the meeting we held last April with the Executive Council of the SIRG, alongside the First Regular Meeting, we were offered a series of recommendations that, in light of the comments made above, we found to be most useful:

1. Select two specific themes that go beyond the immediate moment and that will remain on the inter-American agenda. One of them would be selected now, with the other to be chosen at a date closer to the Summit.

2. Work on a focused Declaration, with a few commitments that are short, realistic, measurable, enforceable, and capable of generating the greatest impact and of uniting all the countries in a spirit of mutual support.

3. Review and strengthen the follow-up and implementation of the commitments from the previous Summits, in order to ensure that this Summit yields results.

4. Strengthen ties with the agencies of the JSWG and make maximum use of the role of our institutional partners in implementing the mandates and commitments.

5. Combine efforts to involve the social stakeholders through broad consultations, and not merely at the preparatory phase.

6. Implement innovations to the Summit’s format, increasing the flexibility of its agenda in order to encourage interactions among the attending leaders and an exchange of ideas on current topics.

In Colombia we have reviewed these recommendations; we have found them to be timely and inspired; and we would like them to receive the approval of this Second Regular Meeting of the SIRG so we can direct our work in accordance with what we consider to be guidelines shared by the 34 States present here today.

The aim of these guidelines is merely to increase the dynamism of the process, to achieve what has been agreed on, to produce results, and thereby to earn credibility.

The reorientation that would be given to the Summit preparatory work by pursuing a succinct but content-rich declaration and a plan of action targeting compliance with a reduced number of mandates would satisfy our aspiration of making the Sixth Summit a summit of results. 

With this in mind, perhaps the SIRG could call on the Member States so that, by common accord, we undertake a review of our working methodology to ensure that with clear but flexible guidelines, the Summits process can carry the message of the Americas to the rest of the world with clarity and, hopefully, with brevity.

Although the message that our declarations transmit is of the utmost importance, we are not unaware that the greatest barrier to attaining the objectives agreed on by our Heads of State and Government is the lack of funding for their implementation.

And it is at this point that we would like to respectfully call on our institutional partners – the OAS, the IICA, PAHO, ECLAC, the IDB, the World Bank, the CAF, the Central American Bank for Economic Integration, the Caribbean Development Bank, the International Organization for Migration, the International Labour Organization, the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas, and the UNDP – again, call on them in the most respectful terms so that, through dialogue and permanent coordination, they support us with determination in mobilizing the resources and the technical know-how necessary to ensure the effective and efficient implementation of the Summit mandates. We would like this to become a second concrete result, a second guideline from this Second Regular Meeting.

As the Chair of the SIRG, Colombia is more than willing to promote and encourage a regular dialogue between the SIRG and the international institutions that support the process.

We understand that a first reaction to what has been said so far would be to enquire about the topic of the Sixth Summit.

We will deal with this issue in greater detail under another item on the agenda for today’s meeting. I can nevertheless inform you that the selection of the topic is being carefully analyzed by the Colombian authorities.

The President of the Republic, in a further demonstration of his commitment toward holding a successful Summit, has entrusted the coordination of the Colombian ministerial team responsible for studying the proposals to Senior Presidential Advisor Catalina Crane. 

We hope that a decision will be adopted soon on the thematic areas of the Cartagena Summit which, along with a technical support document, we will be submitting for your consideration around the month of June 2011 so that we may begin a series of consultations and the negotiation phase.

And, speaking of the negotiations, I would like to share with you another idea we have had in Colombia. When the negotiations alternate between headquarters and the Summit host country, various situations can arise that prevent the States from conveying their representatives to the location where each meeting is to take place. The result is that it is not always the same negotiators who follow the process or, on occasions, a State is unable to be represented at all.

Bearing in mind that the Summits process calls for inclusion, we would like to propose that the negotiations for the documents to be adopted by the Sixth Summit take place here, at OAS headquarters, since here we have the support of our Permanent Representatives, here were are all represented, and here we have the infrastructure necessary for our meetings to take place smoothly.

In turn, Colombia will be more than pleased to welcome the negotiating teams and the representatives of the Secretariats for the final two rounds of negotiations. That will also enable you to view at first hand the facilities and arrangements made to receive our Heads of State and Government and their delegations in April 2012.

That is a third point we would like to define with all of you and to receive your support for its use as a reference point for our work preparing for and organizing the Cartagena Summit.

Distinguished Permanent Representatives,

Esteemed National Coordinators, 

Ladies and gentlemen of the delegations:

Colombia has noted with interest the ideas of both the OAS General Secretariat and some of the Organization’s Member States with a view to investing the Summits process with a degree of institutionality. 

That is another topic that warrants close consideration and the SIRG is, in our opinion, the  right forum for that discussion to take place. On this point, we believe is important that we begin to think about the type of institutionality we want, whether that institutionality is desirable, and in what way we should approach its analysis.

The Chair of the SIRG would like to invite all the Member States to embark on an exercise of reflection and preparation so that, hopefully, at our next meeting, we will be able to see how best to tackle this topic.

The ideas we have set out today are inspired by the noblest of aims: that of making this process the expression of the aspirations and thought of the Americas and of seeing, in Cartagena, the realization of those initiatives which, we believe, will invest our decisions with the greatest impact by making them viable and, consequently, credible.

Thank you very much.
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