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SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS:
Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo Leon

Empowering Local Governments

Annual local Government Conferences are held to promote the deepening of local Government and the cross-fertilization of ideas so as to improve the administration of the local government districts. 
 Combating the Drug Problem
The Bahamas has participated fully in the meetings and efforts of the CICAD (Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission) and the Multi-lateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM).  
The Government of The Bahamas in June 2004, completed a comprehensive five-year plan for the control of the demand and trafficking of drugs, referred to as the Anti-Drug Plan.  The purpose of the Plan is to galvanize the Bahamian people in partnership with government agencies and civil society into organized, measurable and collective action.
The Plan establishes a new institutional framework designed to bring optimum coordination and efficiency to the many facets of drug control efforts.  There is to be established a National Anti-Drug Secretariat,  headquartered in the Ministry of National Security and headed by a Director who will be responsible for its administration, management, and coordination of its operations. 

In the Plan, ways are examined by which institutions and related support groups may be strengthened to execute more effectively their functions and to measure and evaluate their performance in drug demand and drug supply reduction efforts.
Also in the Plan, policies are developed in relation to seven areas, namely, prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, law enforcement, money laundering, control of chemical substances, data collection and analysis and community organizations enhancement.  Projects and activities with proposed budgets are developed in accordance with the objectives and strategies of the seven identified areas.
Prevention of Violence

The Bahamas has instituted a successful inner-city based policing initiative, linking law enforcement agencies with civil society and local communities.  At the core of this effort is the national Urban Renewal Commission which will identify needs in terms of employment, health, education and other social and environmental factors.  Coupled with the recent report of the Prison Reform Commission, this initiative represents the Government’s major thrust against crime.

Fight Against Terrorism
In 2004, The Bahamas enacted anti-terrorism legislation to combat and eliminate all forms of terrorism. The Anti-Terrorism Act supports wide-ranging international measures calling for the suppression of terrorist financing and improved international cooperation. More specifically, the Act, among other things, explicitly defines the offence of terrorism, further provides special powers for local law enforcement agencies for investigation and punishment of terrorism, and seeks to empower the Minister of National Security to proscribe any organization he or she believes to be involved in terrorism in order that necessary action is taken against that organization.
The Act is designed to work in conjunction with existing Bahamian legislation such as the Proceeds of Crime Act which gives the police, customs and the courts certain powers in relation to money laundering and the search, seizure and confiscation of the proceeds of crime. Other supporting pieces of legislation to assist with anti-terrorism measures include the Financial Transactions Reporting Act and amendments made to the Central Bank Act, The Banks and Trust Companies Regulation Act and the International Business Companies Act. Lastly, the Anti-Terrorism Act specifically recognizes the importance of compliance with United Nations conventions.

Further augmenting the passage of the Act, were initiatives taken by various Departments within The Government of The Bahamas which served to bolster the fight against terrorism. In 2004, The Bahamas Customs Department, signed a bi-lateral cooperative agreement with the Government of the United States for the installation of special equipment at the Grand Bahama Container Port Terminal located in the city of Freeport, on the island of Grand Bahama. The Agreement is known as the Megaports Initiative, and is a non-proliferation programme of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the National Nuclear Security Administration (NSA). The installed equipment is expected to detect hidden shipments of nuclear and other radioactive materials that maybe stored in containers arriving or departing the facilities in Freeport. The Bahamas is the first country in the Caribbean to utilize this type of detection system.
In addition, the Airport Authority of the Bahamas has pursued efforts to ensure that the security at the international airport and other ports of entry are not compromised. For instance, the Authority, at Nassau’s International Airport, has increased security patrols at ticket counters, aircraft parking areas, and air traffic facilities. The Authority has also purchased explosives detecting equipment, explosive sniffing dogs, and additional communications systems and transportation for security personnel. Lastly, the Authority has increased the frequency of security awareness seminars, where attendance by representatives of all airport agencies has been mandatory. 
Finally, the Government of The Bahamas is currently evaluating bids received for the acquisition of the necessary hardware and software for the issuance of machine readable passports and an integrated border management system. It is anticipated that the system would become operational by the end of 2005.

Trade and Investment

The Government of the Bahamas has consistently engaged civil society in the national  dialogue regarding the FTAA process and in 2002 established the Bahamas Commission on Trade (the Commission) comprising representatives of the public and private sector as well as academia and organized labour to review and examine all aspects of the various multi-lateral, regional and sub-regional trading arrangements which are expected to require Bahamian participation and valuation and, if desired or necessary, Bahamian commitment.  
Disaster Management
In the Bahamas, the highest priority is being given to the development of a modern, high-powered emergency response organization with the administrative capacity to respond systematically to emergencies and disasters and mobilize recovery efforts in an immediate, orderly and effective manner; this is important given the country’s vulnerability to hurricanes. Legislation will be enacted in due course to bring the National Emergency Management Agency into full effect for efficient disaster mitigation and risk reduction.

Environment and Natural Resources Management  
The Bahamas was a participant at the ministerial level in the 2002 World summit on Sustainable development in Johannesburg, South Africa and in January 2004, and hosted the Inter-Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 10-Year Review of the Barbados Plan of action for Small Island Developing States.

Communicable Diseases

In 2001 The Commonwealth of the Bahamas issued a National Health Services Strategic Plan to provide the highest quality of services for health promotion, protection and care within the country.  As part of this cooperative effort, a national programme is in place to prevent and control the spread of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), HIV, and AIDS. Partnerships between the government and the private sector including the AIDS Foundation, Samaritan Ministries and other community organizations advance primary prevention, treatment and health promotion strategies throughout the country. The strategic Healthcare Plan specifies HIV/AIDS as a national health priority and defines target goals, providing direction for allocation of resources. 
As a result, in recent years the Bahamas has made very significant progress in arresting the spread of HIV/AIDS in the Bahamian population. The AIDS Secretariat of the Bahamas has indicated that from 1994 to 2000, the HIV incidence rate has decreased from 286/100,00 to 151/100,00 predominately in the 20-40-year-old age group. Moreover, the number of new persons testing HIV positive has shown a modest decline. In the early years of the epidemic, more men than women were affected; now there is equal distribution of men and women. Recent trends also indicated a falling AIDS case fatality; from 70% in 1985, to 50% in 1999 and 2000. There is also a decrease in bed occupancy in the AIDS Unit at the Princess Margaret Hospital, from over 90 % in 1985, to 66% in 2000. 
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