
 

SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP (SIRG) OEA/Ser.E 

First Meeting at the Ministerial Level of 2022 GRIC/M.1/INF.19/22 

June 8, 2022 13 July 2022 

Los Angeles, United States of America Original: English  

 

 

OPENING REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE  

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, MR. ANTONY BLINKEN 

 

  

This is the great power of being the chair.  Again, welcome, everyone.  Good morning.  

Welcome to Los Angeles.  It is wonderful to see my fellow ministers, all of your teams here for the 

Ninth Summit of the Americas.  And welcome to each of you.  Welcome to the Summit Implementation 

Review Group Ministerial. 

 

For those of you who are not familiar with this group, it is made up of national coordinators 

from countries across our hemisphere, who negotiate the political commitments that our nations’ 

leaders will adopt at the summit in the days ahead. 

 

Months of work have gone into the commitments that we’ll discuss today and to ensuring that 

our level of ambition meets the level of need of people across our shared hemisphere.  And let me 

simply say this:  We are deeply grateful for all of the efforts that our respective teams have made.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

 

In particular, I’d like to thank my colleagues from Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, Peru, and Uruguay, each of whom chaired working 

groups on the summit’s five central themes: health and resilience, digital transformation, clean energy, 

environmental sustainability, and democratic governance.  Your leadership was crucial to reaching the 

consensus that I expect we’ll finalize today. 

 

I’d also like to give a very special shout-out to our team’s summit coordinator, Kevin O’Reilly, 

and Kevin – where is Kevin?  Right.  Thank you.  And our deputy coordinator, Dave Silverman, who 

is serving his seventh summit.  There’s got to be an award that goes with that.  So thank you both for 

remarkable service and remarkable work. 

 

And I’ll say this, too:  I actually participated in the very first Summit of the Americas in 1994 

in  Miami.  It’s wonderful to come full circle now here in Los Angeles. 

 

To my friend and colleague, the secretary general of the OAS, Luis Almagro, welcome.  It’s 

wonderful to be working with you as always.  To Vice Chair Duclós Parodi, colleagues, the 

commitments that we will discuss are intended to address some of the most pressing challenges that 

we face in our hemisphere, including COVID-19; the climate crisis; deep inequity; and threats to 

democracy and human rights; as well, of course, as the migration crisis that all of these problems are 

contributing to drive even further. 

 

We all know this from the work that we do every single day:  None of these challenges stay 

within our national borders, and they’re mutually reinforcing.  When individual countries don’t do 

enough to invest in detecting infectious disease or reducing emissions, it puts people across the region 
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and the world at risk.  And we’ve seen, of course, how COVID-19 and the consequences of the climate 

crisis are hitting underserved communities the hardest, deepening inequities within our hemisphere. 

 

Much like the problems, the solutions are interconnected.  And to be effective, they have to 

reach across borders.  That’s why we’re here.  That’s really what it comes down to. 

 

Addressing these challenges also demands that we try to bridge the divide between domestic 

and foreign policy, whether we’re working to improve health security or energy security; defending an 

open, secure, reliable internet; or strengthening regulations to make sure that illicit finance cannot find 

a safe haven in any of our countries.  And you see that in the diverse teams that each of our countries 

has put together for these discussions and to try to tackle these problems. 

 

Let me simply focus us now on the five areas that we will discuss today and that our leaders 

will take up later. 

 

First, we will build greater health and pandemic resilience by strengthening our public health 

systems to ensure that people across our hemisphere have access to quality care.  That includes 

expanding people- and community-centered health services, investing in education and training in 

medicine, public health, nutrition, biomedical science research.  It also includes preparing for future 

health emergencies by strengthening our capacity to detect, to prevent, and to deal with future outbreaks 

of pandemics and other emergencies, improving coordination, transparency, accountability across the 

region, because when it comes to global health – we’ve learned this – we’re all in it together. 

 

Second, we will establish the first-ever regional agenda on digital transformation to close an 

enduring digital divide in our societies so that all people can access and use the digital tools that are 

increasingly essential to their daily lives – from running a small business to getting an education.  The 

agenda will include expanding internet access, particularly in historically marginalized communities, 

driving innovation and social inclusion through increased access to digital government services.  It also 

includes expanding digital technology’s role in promoting quality education, digital literacy, digital 

citizenry. 

 

Third, we will accelerate the region’s transition to clean energy, drawing on the strength, the 

knowledge, the capabilities of governance, but also businesses, NGOs, researchers, communities across 

our hemisphere.  We’ll make it easier to share technical knowledge and best practices; to foster greater 

collaboration with the private sector and other stakeholders to identify opportunities for manufacturing 

or trade in clean energy goods and services; we’ll advance sustainable, attainable, responsible mining 

sector principles; and secure the integration of mineral supply chains in our own hemisphere. 

 

Fourth, we will double down on investing in climate resilience and adaptation to better equip 

our communities to deal with the changes to the environment that all of us are already experiencing, 

and which we know are going to grow no matter how effective we are in accelerating the shift to clean 

energy.  That includes meeting our commitments to halt and reverse deforestation, decreasing the 

amount of carbon from land use activities, increasing our capacity to store carbon. 

 

Fifth and finally, we will recommit ourselves to one of the core aspirations that brought us 

together 30 years ago, when the United States hosted the first Summit of the Americas in Miami: 

advancing democracy.  We’ll push ourselves, we’ll push our neighbors across the region to shore up 
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the rule of law, free and fair elections, human rights, and other pillars of free and open societies.  And 

we’ll work together to address common threats to our democracies, from corruption to disinformation. 

 

We all know the democratic process is not always easy or swift.  That’s true within a single 

democracy.  It’s amplified when we bring together dozens of democracies, as we’ve done for this 

summit.  But the fact is we also acknowledge our shortcomings.  They’re out in the open.  We don’t 

sweep them under a rug.  And we work to try to address them together, and ultimately that is the greatest 

strength that we bring to the table as democracies. 

 

And there are few regions in the world like this one, where you see so many democracies – 

from the left, from the right, from the center – that are able to set out a shared roadmap for addressing 

complex problems.  I think that’s something to celebrate even as we’re clear-eyed about all of the work 

that we have ahead of us. 

 

Another strength is that we don’t lose sight of the people that we serve.  A big part of this 

process has actually been listening – to individual citizens, to NGOs, to young people, to communities, 

to businesses, including those that are critical of how we’re performing.  The input we sought from 

stakeholders has been crucial to understanding what our people actually need from us, what they expect 

of us, what we need to try to deliver together. 

 

So going forward, citizens will be critical partners in carrying out these efforts and holding us 

to our commitments that we make here at the summit.  We’re here for a few days, but this is 365 days 

every year that matter.  And whatever we commit to here, we have to carry it forward.  We have to 

work on it every day.  We have to do it together.  That’s the spirit that we hope will come out of Los 

Angeles. 
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