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REMARKS BY THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND ENERGY INDUSTRIES, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND INFORMATION, THE SENATOR DR. THE HONORABLE LENNY SAITH, ON THE PATH FORWARD IN THE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

Secretary-General, His Excellency José Miguel Insulza
Assistant Secretary-General, His Excellency Albert Ramdin

His Excellency, Roberto García Moritán, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina

Distinguished Permanent Representatives and Heads of Delegation

Director of the Summit of the Americas Secretariat, Dr Luis Alberto Rodriguez

National Coordinators

Representatives of the Joint Summit Working Group

Alternate Representatives

It is my pleasure and honour to address this distinguished gathering on the occasion of the formal transfer of the Presidency of the Summit of the Americas process from the Republic of Argentina to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.
Our country has been an avid proponent of this Summit Process since its inception in December 1994 when the First Summit of the Americas was held in Miami, Florida.  That Summit represented a hemispheric response to the constantly evolving political, economic and social dynamic within the region and indeed throughout the global community of nations.

Participating Heads of State and Government recognized the inextricable link between development and prosperity and identified the following priority issues: 

· the consolidation of democracy;

· the growth of trade;

· the creation of jobs;

· the enhancement of labour conditions;

· improvement of social factors that impact on the wellbeing of our citizenry including the provision of appropriate health, educational and training facilities; and

· the protection of the environment
Twelve years have passed since the Miami Summit and since then three (3) Summits have been held in Chile (1998), Canada (2001) and most recently last year November in Mar del Plata, Argentina.  
This was supplemented by two important Special Summits - in Bolivia in 1996 where the focus was on Sustainable Development; and in Mexico in 2004.  Distinguished delegates, reflecting on the achievements over this period, it goes without saying that admirable progress has been made thus far, and, we have not lost sight of the need to improve the economic well-being and security of our citizens within well-grounded democratic values and principles.

Indeed, later today in this august institution, our member countries will commemorate perhaps the most visible outcome of the Summit process in acknowledging the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

There are, however, substantial issues which still have to be addressed in order to fully realize the successive objectives that have been enunciated at each Summit as we pursue our respective and collective developmental goals. 
For our part, Trinidad and Tobago has shown remarkable resilience and fortitude in the face of a global environment characterized by rapid economic, social, and other changes.  We are assiduously pursuing developed nation status by the year 2020 or earlier and many of the mandates of the Summit Process overlap with the goals of our own blueprint for development, known as Vision 2020. 

Our Vision 2020 includes the evolution of a technologically driven, knowledge based society, a highly productive and globally competitive economy and the provision of a standard of living comparable to that of the developed world.  To achieve this vision, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago is developing its human capital by creating a virtually seamless education system from the primary to the tertiary level with increasing emphasis on information technology and other related subjects. This approach is aimed at ensuring that the young people of Trinidad and Tobago acquire the necessary skills to successfully compete within the global labour force.

Our country has benefited from the hemispheric focus on these and other areas.  We, in turn, have sought to demonstrate our commitment to the Summit process through, but not limited to:
· our offer to host the site for the Headquarters of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA);

· the hosting of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education in Tobago in August 2005; and

· the hosting of the XV Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Labour in September 2007 for which preparations are proceeding apace.

Our nation’s developmental agenda also embraces the pan-Caribbean region to which we are “irrevocably and solidly committed …. and in which the development of Trinidad and Tobago and CARICOM is intertwined.”   
However, globalization and advances in technology have mandated that Trinidad and Tobago’s developmental agenda must also contain a pan-Americas component reflective of its relationship with the wider hemisphere.  It was therefore against this background that the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, the Honourable Patrick Manning,  took the opportunity to offer Trinidad and Tobago as the host for the Fifth Summit of the Americas in 2009 while attending the Mar del Plata Summit.
It was therefore a special honour and privilege for Trinidad and Tobago to receive the full support of member states for what will undeniably be a challenging but very rewarding undertaking.  I also wish to take this opportunity to express our deep appreciation to the Government of Colombia for graciously facilitating this process.
Distinguished delegates, the Americas must influence and shape hemispheric and world development.  The Americas cannot be a spectator to the rampant spread of diseases, the devastating effects of natural disasters, the rise of global terrorism, the threat of nuclear and chemical weapons, and the spread of small arms and light weapons.

The convergence of these daunting, interrelated threats and challenges must be jointly and effectively mitigated.  The Americas must continue to demonstrate the political will to develop strategies aimed at encouraging a peaceful and prosperous existence for the hemispheric citizenry.  The Summit of the Americas Process together with the institutional support provided by the Organization of  American States provide a viable and efficient mechanism for robust multilateralism that affords member states the opportunity to negotiate and adopt instruments for our collective benefit.    

Trinidad and Tobago has seriously taken on board the gratifying task of hosting the 2009 Summit.  My Government has put arrangements in place for the early establishment of a Secretariat to spearhead this process and we have held preliminary, yet very fruitful discussions, with previous hosts who have willingly shared their experiences and best practices in this area.

Distinguished Delegates, my country believes that through deeper levels of co-operation, the Americas can achieve the noble goals that have been envisioned in successive Summit Declarations.  
In conclusion, Trinidad and Tobago, motivated by the desire to contribute towards the improvement of the lives of the 800 million people living in the Americas, looks forward to facilitating the continuation of the process through the hosting of the 2009 Summit.

I thank you
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