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TOWARDS A MORE EFFICIENT DEMOCRACY

Electoral processes and procedures
Election timetables have been published and legislation passed so that elections of Mayor and Councilors can be held on the same day, using separate voter registration cards, thereby establishing a direct method of electing the community’s highest-ranking authorities.

Several initiatives have been developed to make for more transparent electoral campaign financing and spending.

To strengthen the political parties, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), through the Center for Advisory Services and Electoral Promotion (CAPEL) organized the "Agenda for Strengthening Political Parties in the Andean Region” Workshop held in Chile on 30 and 31 March 2004 with support from the School of Political Science Universidad Diego Portales and the Chilean Electoral Service. Political parties from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela and Chile attended the workshop, along with representatives of the Andean Parliament, electoral organizations from the region and the President of the Tribunal for Qualifying Elections.

Background information on the electoral process can be accessed on the website of the Chilean Electoral Service’s information and communication mechanism: www.servel.cl.

The changes in voting procedures include: elimination of indelible ink, bringing the dates for submission of documents from council members closer together for a smoother process, and greater participation by local delegates in the receipt of tally sheets from polling stations.

In the area of information and communication technology and support from the OAS and other regional and international organizations, in March 2004 Chile participated in the VII Conference of the Inter-American Union  of Electoral Organizations (UNIORE) and the II Inter-American Meeting on Electoral Technology, both held in the Republic of Panama.

Fight against corruption

Multilateral coverage

Chile ratified the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACC) on 27 September 1998 and signed the Declaration on the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption on 4 June 2001, on the occasion of the OAS General Assembly in San José, Costa Rica.

The Mechanism’s Committee of Experts noted the existence of standards and mechanisms to ensure that resources assigned to public officials to carry out their functions are suitably and carefully used, and that mechanisms are enforced to ensure this, although no recommendation was actually issued.

On 18 April 2001, Chile ratified the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials and Law  Nº 19,829 was published in the Official Journal, amending the Chilean Criminal Code and establishing penalties for international bribery and corruption of foreign public officials, pursuant to the provisions of the OECD and Article VIII of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

In October 2003 the Chilean report was reviewed at the OECD headquarters in Paris, France.  Hence Chile must make a series of legislative and administrative amendments to guarantee compliance with the reviewers’ recommendations.

During 2002 and 2003, Chile participated in the process to negotiate the UN Convention against Corruption, in Vienna. This Convention was signed by the Minister of Justice of Chile on 11 December 2003 in Merida, Mexico, at the High-Level Political Conference held for the purpose of enabling the States to sign this Convention.

Domestic coverage.

There is an Agenda to Modernize the Chilean State, particularly as far as transparent public administration is concerned. 

Legislation has been passed on the following issues: 

- Administrative probity of the State’s administrative entities 

- Remunerations

- Bases for the administrative procedures conducted by the Administrative bodies
- New Treatment and Professionalization of Public Service
- Electoral Spending Transparency, Limits and Controls

- Public procurement system for public purchasing and tendering
- Creation of the Financial Analysis Unit
- Amendments to regulations governing the Defense of Free Competition and the creation of the Tribunal for the Defense of Free Competition

- Citizen Participation Bill 

- Bill to amend the Code of Parliamentary Conduct

- Bill to regulate lobbying 

Strengthening local governments

Chile has endeavored to fulfill the mandates by executing the National Fund for Regional Development through an IDB credit, and the program for Strengthening Regional Institutionalism to enhance the quality and efficiency of regional investments.

The Draft Amendment to the Constitutional Organic Act of Regional Government and Administration, and the Bill to amend the Law on Territorial Act are in the pipeline.

The Law establishing a Remunerations Incentive System for Municipal Officials was effective between 2001 and 2003.

Reference should be made to the Municipal Institutional Strengthening Program which in its 2003-2004 extension process benefits 100 of the poorest municipalities and 20 municipal associations.  This program is within the framework of the loan agreement between the Government of Chile and the World Bank.

The Declaration of La Paz, Bolivia, on Decentralization and Strengthening of Regional and Municipal Administrations and Citizen Participation was signed.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Migration

Chile participates actively in the South American Conference on Migrations and its technical meetings. 

The following initiatives have been taken in relation to Chile’s participation as an associate member in MERCOSUR:

- Agreement on Residency for Nationals of MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile

- Agreement on Migratory Regularization in the Territory of the States Party and Associates
- Regional Agreement against the Smuggling of Migrants

- Regulation of Cross Border Transit between the States party of  MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile

- Preliminary Draft Regional Agreement on the responsibility of the States Party in dealing with petitions for refugee status

The Ministers of the Interior of MERCOSUR decided to create the MERCOSUR Specialized Forum on Migration.  The Forum’s first initiative was to sign the Santiago Declaration on Migratory Principles.

On the domestic front

The new general regulations aim to achieve the following:

- Allow nationalized/naturalized Chileans abroad to maintain their nationality of origin and simplify procedures enabling foreigners to obtain Chilean nationality

- Guarantee right of residency and freedom of circulation

- Guarantee foreigners freedom of thought and conscience

- Reliable information on and equal conditions of access to residency
- Access to justice

- Social protection of immigrants

- Rate of migratory flows

- Non discrimination

- Family reunification

- Refugee and asylees will reeive information on sociel benefits in the country

- Easy mobility of business people

- Deconcentration and decentralization of migratory procedures

- Security

The Council for Migratory Policy, the government’s advisory entity, will be responsible for proposing special temporary measures. 

A plan of action has been created to implement the principles and regulations proposed by the State entities.

The International Convention on Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families was approved at the beginning of 2004.

Women’s Human Rights

In Chile the Plan of Equal Opportunities for Women 2000-2010, channels and prioritizes government action in relation to: transversalization of the gender approach in public policies; economic autonomy and overcoming women’s poverty; promotion of women’s rights and participation; and wellbeing in the daily life and quality of life of women. 

Over the last three years, new legal initiatives have been promoted on the following issues: Family Abandonment of Alimony Payment; Child Visitation Rights one parent has custody; New Civil Marriage law updating the 1884 legislation on the matter in force in Chile for over 120 years; Law creating Family Courts (historic reform for Chile); and Sexual Harassment Act. 

The government of Chile backed the candidacy of an outstanding female Chilean jurist, elected a judge of the Inter-American Court of Justice of the OAS.

Prevention of Violence

The State’s main actions over the last ten years include: the National Program for the Prevention of Intra-family Violence, various media campaigns, passing of the Intra-family Violence Act and the Bureaus for the Prevention of Intra-family Violence.
Gender Equality

Chile took part in the Second Meeting of Ministers or other Highest Ranking Officials Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the OAS Member States (Washington 21-23 April 2004), called by the OAS General Assembly. 

Chile has incorporated a gender approach into certain budgetary instruments of the Ministry of Finance and into the official statistics of the public bodies. 

Chile is focusing its efforts in the area of corporate social responsibility on Good Labor Practices in favor of equal opportunities between men and women. 

One of the efforts to combat poverty is the Chilean Solidarity System addressed at 22,000 families living in conditions of extreme poverty and intended to overcome the severest and most resistant poverty.  Although the system is addressed at families that are extremely poor, the System focuses very definitely on women who are extremely poor. 

The Information, Complaints and Suggestions Office (OIRS) of the National Women’s Service answers requests for information on women’s rights. 

JUSTICE, STATE OF LAW AND PERSONAL SECURITY

Criminal Procedural Reform of Criminal Procedure in Chile
The Reform of Criminal Procedure reflects a renewed will to respect the Fundamental Rights of Man, and protection of these rights marks the significant structural change represented by the Reform. 

The Reform of Criminal Procedure is also a fundamental instrument for the advancement of democracy, because it facilitates citizen participation in Criminal Justice, given the public and transparent nature of its acts and the possibility of its victims having access, within the framework of alternative solutions, to more integral reparations in the event of harm caused by illicit behavior.

It also helped reduce inequalities in law enforcement by giving all accused persons access to quality professional assistance, regardless of their socioeconomic condition.  Reform is a pro-democracy mechanism because it helps to create an environment conducive to the advancement of democracy.  It does so by involving everyone in community affairs because it provides an opportunity to define a more decentralized and efficient criminal policy capable of responding to the diverse nature of communities throughout Chile.  This signifies a huge step forward in improving the institutions and ensuring the legitimacy the criminal justice system requires in order to live up to its role as the system appointed to settle criminal conflicts peacefully.

Fighting the Drugs Problem

Transnational Organized Crime

Chile is a member of the Group of Experts on Money Laundering of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD/OAS) and since March this year has held the Vice-Chair of the Ad Hoc Group on Transnational Organized Crime which has become a wing of this group.  It also participates actively in the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of CICAD/OAS, and chaired its Group of Government Experts from 2002 to May 2004. It helped to formulate thee MEM indicators on money laundering (indicators 63 to 83) and transnational organized crime (indicators 85 and 86).

 

Chile is a member of GAFISUD, having chaired this Group in 2002. 

The country has been involved in a project financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and implemented by CICAD/OAS to train people involved in the area of anti-money laundering.

HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chile took an active part in the meetings to prepare for the Special Conference on Security which culminated with approval by consensus of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico in October 2003.  The declaration fulfills the mandates of the Summit of the Americas held in Santiago in 1998.

The country is actively involved in the Hemispheric Security Commission of the OAS responsible for applying, evaluating and following up the political commitments contained in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  It is the coordinating body for cooperation among the Organization’s organs, agencies, entities and mechanisms on security and defense related aspects in the Hemisphere.

Strengthening mutual confidence

Chile’s political commitment to this issue is worthy of mention.  For instance, in 1995 it hosted the Regional Conference on Measures to Regional Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.
Also worthy of note is the existence of bilateral political coordination efforts at the level of Foreign Ministers and Defense Ministers (Meetings 2 + 2 with Argentina and Peru); joint exercises conducted with the Armed Forces  of various countries; development of a standardized methodology, in agreement with Argentina and Peru, to measure defense expenditure, with support from ECLAC; second edition of the White Book on Defense; Chile’s periodic reports to the UN Register on Conventional Arms and the UN Report on Standardized Military Expenditure; and Chile’s periodic reports to the OAS Inventory on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.

Chile’s role in combating terrorism

In November 2003, Law No. 19,906 amending the law on terrorist behavior was passed in Chile, incorporating the financing of terrorism as a specific crime, according to the UN International Convention for the Suppression  of the Financing of Terrorism, 1999.
Chile has ratified the UN anti-terrorism conventions and protocols. It signed the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism on 3 June 2002, approved by Parliament in its second constitutional proceeding, in July 2004.  The instrument to ratify this Convention has yet to be deposited at the OAS.

 

On 28 April 2004, Chile deposited at the OAS the instrument ratifying the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters.
 

On 23 October 2003, Chile deposited at the OAS the instrument ratifying the Inter-American Convention against the Manufacturing of and Illicit Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, published in the Official Journal on 18 February 2004, through Decree 288.
Chile is involved in peace operations in various countries, including Cyprus, East Timor, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Haiti.  In the last few years Chile has been actively involved in global and regional efforts to ban weapons of mass destruction and is an active proponent of new initiatives in this area.

Patterns of Global Terrorism 2003 

The report contains some fairly positive appreciations regarding Chile. 

The adequate cooperation provided by the different institutions in charge of security in Chile was highlighted as were the recent changes introduced in our legislations, for instance on money laundering and the creation of the Financial Analysis Unit. 

Anti-terrorism Conventions

In November 2001, two international agreements on terrorism were ratified within the framework of the United Nations: The “International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombing” and the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism,” making Chile one of the first countries in the world to accede to the 12 global instruments on the matter.

Actions in the field of the United Nations Organization

As a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council during the period 2003-2004, Chile plays an important role in the Council.

Actions in the field of the Organization of American States

Chile has played an active role in the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).  During its 2nd Regular Session (2002), thanks to support from countries such as Chile and the USA, a small Secretariat was created.  During the fourth session held in January 2004, the voluntary contribution of US$ 10,000 given to the Committee by the Chilean government for the third year running was given a positive assessment. 

Inter-American Convention for the Prevention and Elimination of Terrorism

This Convention came into effect in mid 2003 upon receipt of its 6th ratification instrument.  Chile will soon be depositing the instrument ratifying the convention..

Actions at the level of MERCOSUR

A meeting of Ministers of the Interior of the Mercosur countries was held in Montevideo at the end of September to establish a regional scheme for the coordination of anti-terrorist actions and it was decided to invite Chile and Bolivia.  Chile joined the Operative Command of the Triple Border and agreed to exchange information on visa rejections, expulsions and persons in the member countries who were being sought by the law enforcement agencies.

CIVIL SOCIETY

The work is undertaken within the framework of the Project for Participation by Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) at the Summit of the Americas and coordinated by PARTICIPA and the Inter-American Democracy Network (IDN) and the Regional Coordinator for Economic and Social Research (CRIES). This project commenced six years ago and currently involves CSOs from 20 countries in the Americas.

The purpose of the project is to keep the population and the CSOs abreast of the processes of the Summits of the Americas, the commitments made by governments at them those Summits and how they are linked to the countries’ development and the lives of their citizens.  It also seeks to influence the commitments governments’ commitments.

A strategy is now being implemented in Chile to follow up and support compliance with the Quebec Action Plan on issues connected with the strengthening of democracy.
The areas selected for follow-up, and their respective proposals, are related to:

- Access to information

- Freedom of expression

- Local government and decentralization

- Strengthening of civil society

- Judicial reform and access to justice

ENVIRONMENTAL BASIS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

World Summit on Sustainable Development

Chile took an active part in the entire preparatory process for the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  The Subregional Meeting of the Southern Cone of the Americas took place in Santiago, where contributions were made by the subregion to the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development which is now part of the Johannesburg Action Plan.

Regional meeting between Ministers of the Environment and Health

Within the Framework Agreement on Environmental Cooperation entered into with the Government of Canada in the form of a Free Trade Agreement, this topic has been included and a Forum set up on Health and the Environment.  The Forum has held one meeting already and another is scheduled under the Agreement’s 2004-2005 work plan.  This matter has been dealt with by Mercosur’s Sub-Working Group No. 6 in which Chile participates.

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Chile ratified the Convention in December 1994, and the Kyoto Protocol in July 2002.  In 2001 it submitted the First National Communication in which it pointed out that Chile accounts for less than 0.2% of the planet’s total emissions (21,812,7 Gg of CO2e).  The Second National Communication, with information corresponding to 2002, is in the process of being drawn up.

In 2003 Chile created the Appointed National Authority and a rapid procedure for granting letters for MDL projects based on the institutions and existing criteria associated with the Environmental Impact Evaluation System.

The El Calafate Presidential Declaration of 2003 on climate change and protection of the ozone layer in Patagonia and the Antarctic, between Argentina and Chile is intended to support and promote joint scientific studies on climate change and deterioration of the ozone layer in Patagonia and the Antarctic. 

Laws, regulations and standards

The 1994 Environment Basis Law coordinates the processes for issuing primary quality standards (the objective being to protect the life and health of the population and conserve nature).   This procedure has been in effect in Chile for 10 years now, during which time 49 environmental standards have been issued.

Prevention and Decontamination Plans

Chile’s Prevention and Decontamination Plans include the Metropolitan region and 6 foundry plans. 

Cleaner Production

One of the main areas on which efforts have been focused is clean production and a large number of agreements have been implemented in line with the Clean Production Policy.  Through the adoption of four Official Chilean Standards that set the guidelines for the development, implementation and certification of compliance with Clean Production Agreements, these Agreements have been formalized and consolidated in the form of environmental management instruments. 

Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety

Chile has taken an active part in the Meetings of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety and steps have been taken towards implementing the Bahia Declaration. Chile was appointed Vice-Chair of the meeting and was represented by the Ministry of Health as its Focal Point.  Accordingly, the country will be participating in three national working groups.

Environmental management at the municipal level

The main actions include technical support for all the Chilean municipalities in the creation of environmental technical units; territorial plan taking environmental risks into account; generation of a municipal environmental ordnance model; and fostering incorporation of environmental criteria in the preparation and application of Community Development Plans. Programs have designed to ensure citizen involvement in the different management instruments. 

Flora, fauna and ecosystems

The National Biodiversity Strategy was formulated within the framework of the commitments made by Chile when ratifying the Agreement for Biological Diversity in 1994 on preservation, conservation, restoration and sustainable development based on our biological diversity. The strategy was approved in 2003. 
A total of 14,125,271.3 hectares of protected forest area are under State protection, accounting for nearly 20% of the Chilean territory.

Other management areas cover: 

-Projects on the sustainable management of native species
- Environmental Impact Evaluation System

- Sendero de Chile, which will make up a national connected network of sections and circuits to be structured into a tender for recreation, sustainable tourism and education on nature appreciation and conservation.

A number of regional strategies were formulated in 2002 to identify conservation priorities across the length and breadth of Chile. The First National Report to the CBD was prepared to summarize the activities under way to protect the country’s biodiversity and identify the institutions and social actors that participate in the projects.
Chile presented a progress report on the National Biodiversity Strategy at the VII Conference of Parties (COP-7) of the CBD.

In relation to the Biosecurity Protocol, a preliminary draft of the Biotechnology Framework Law is in the process of being studied.

In connection with the Convention to Combat Desertification, the National Desertification Action Program (PANCD) was approved.
The last Conference of the Parties to CITES (COP 12) was held in Santiago in November 2002 and attended by delegations from 160 countries.

Energy

The Chilean Government is in the process of reviewing its policy to promote Non-Conventional Renewable Energies (NCRE) based on two aspects: ensuring the existence of similar conditions to those of traditional sources for developing NCRE, and considering the advisability of changing the national policy in force to one that provides financial support for developing renewable energies. 

The Ministry of the Economics announced mid year, construction of the country’s first geothermal plant, capable of generating approximately 100 MW of power, by 2010; an engineering and feasibility Fund for NCRE; a guarantee Fund to facilitate access to credit for small projects, and a Fund to subsidize the initial investment. 

Mining

The environmental management area in which the mining sector has been most active is atmospheric decontamination and its achievements were presented so as to demonstrate its progress in complying with environmental contamination laws, regulations and standards.

As far as the management of water resources is concerned, the mining companies have been obliged to optimize water use by introducing best practices and enhanced technology. 

In relation to liquid industrial residue (RILES), a little over 50% of the mining companies have complied with the legislation in force on industrial discharges, which will be subject to inspection by September 2006. 

AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Chile’s most recent public policies focus on small and medium-scale agriculture, and aim to overcome the main factors limiting their development and capacity for adaptation.

An agreement was reached to eliminate completely all forms of export subsidy, well as domestic support and access to markets.
Under the institutional modernization process, the Agricultural Development Institute (INDAP) has introduced a policy to foster production and support the economic development of Peasant Family Agriculture. 

INDAP’s policy to foster agricultural production is aimed at developing the ability of Peasant Family Agriculture to respond to the new challenges of globalization and the scenario of demanding and changing markets, creating the conditions to enable small and medium-scale farmers to improve their income level, become integrated in the markets and increase the sector’s competitiveness in an autonomous and sustainable manner.

Furthermore, together with PROCHILE, support is being given to the internalization of family agriculture through the INTERPAC program, to develop export capacities for groups of companies that fulfill basic management requirements and operate in segments with export potential.

The Ministry of Agriculture has participated actively in the negotiation of trade agreements signed by Chile.  Accession to these agreements has opened up opportunities for our farm and forestry products.  Exports of these products have increased considerably as a result.

Chile’s Ministry of Agriculture participated in the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the context of the Summit of the Americas process and in the Eleventh Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), Panama November 2003, at which the medium term objectives of the Member States were reiterated: sustainable agricultural development, food security and prosperity in rural communities in the Americas. 

GROWTH WITH EQUITY

The main instruments supporting SMEs are:

- Law on family-run micro enterprises, setting forth regulations governing the creation of micro enterprises
- Reform of the Law on Cooperatives, which has produced a powerful instrument to develop associative projects geared to the production of goods and services able to compete in national and international markets

- Law on individual limited liability companies

Property Rights

An amendment to the Industrial Property Law is being studied.  It seeks to adapt national legislation to the requirements of the Chilean State under its international commitments and adjust them to new experiences and current practices in the field of industrial property.

Consumer Protection

Amendments to the Consumer Protection Law have sought to correct the market shortcomings that affect the ideal relationship between consumers and suppliers, fostering a more transparent economy and improving people’s confidence in it, as well as keeping consumers better informed of their rights and how to exercise them by facilitating the creation of consumer organizations that are better empowered to play an active role in the market, thus strengthening citizen participation.

Digital Agenda

This is a broad public/private agreement on country strategy encompassing 34 initiatives. 

The main objectives of this Digital Agenda are: duplicate the rate of Chilean homes connected to the Internet,  promote the connection and advanced use of the network in 150,000 companies;  train one million people in digital technologies, facilitate digital public bureaucratic procedures on a massive scale, increasing these from the 170 currently available to 300, and incorporate other branches of the State branches by creating a digitalized bridge with the public; develop a critical mass of Chilean firms producing IT services and products; foster the legal amendments necessary to promote Internet use to reinforce the protection of intellectual property and consumers protection on issues such as spamming.

EDUCATION

By 2002 Chile had achieved around 97% coverage by primary schooling, and 87% of secondary schooling in 2021. These goals have been met in terms of coverage and efforts are now being focused on quality.  However, the percentage that completes secondary education is lower.  The drop-out rate from secondary education is 8.5%. In an attempt to reduce that rate, the reform implemented the High School for All Program which operates in establishments that run the greatest social risks and have the highest failure rate. There are no specific indicators showing the degree of progress achieved by the efforts to ensure “lifetime education.”   However the measures listed below are geared towards this goal.  Chile’s gender equality indicators on primary and secondary schooling are good, leaning slightly in favor of women.

The most recent measures applied in order to improve education are:

- Compulsory Secondary Schooling

- Full School Day

- Teaching Assessment

- “Reading, Writing and Arithmetic” Campaign

- Digital Literacy

- English Program
Actions at the regional level

Chile participates in the education projects of MERCOSUR, the Ibero-American States, the Organization of American States, the Andrés Bello Agreement and UNESCO, as well as other international agencies.  Some of them are in connection with school materials for special education; strengthening secondary education assessment; materials for keeping children in school; history teaching projects for integration; improving school management; school libraries and Latin American authors; coexistence at school; etc. 

Actions at the hemispheric level

Chile participates in three Hemispheric Projects, on Quality and Equity, “Formulation of policies and strategies to prevent School Failure;” Secondary Education, “School Management and Certification to train and accredit labor competencies in the second cycle of Secondary Education;” and Teacher Training, “Responses to the challenge to improve the quality of Initial Training, Professional Development and Teaching Assessment in the countries of the Hemisphere.”  These projects are being implemented now.

Chile ceased its hemispheric coordination of the Education Indicators Regional Project in 2003 when it transferred responsibility to Mexico.  This Project, “Proyecto Cumbre,” continues to be implemented with support from USAID, UNESCO and other agencies. Chile is supporting Mexico with the experience accumulated between 2000 and 2003.

HEALTH

Generally speaking, the Chilean population’s health situation reflects the demographic and epidemiological transition resulting from longer life-expectancy at birth, a waning fertility rate and the achievements in the field of healthcare.  The aging of the population is reflected by an increase in the group aged 60 and over and even more so, combined with a feminization process: the number of women rose by 30% while the number of men grew by only 23%. 

Within this framework, the health problems warranting priority attention are chronic and degenerative diseases such as cancer, and diseases associated with new lifestyles.  These are cardiovascular diseases and health problems. Another priority is to reduce the equity gaps observed in the case of many diseases and in access to healthcare. 
The country’s conditions are favorable in terms of its ability to attain the minimum objectives of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Regarding Chile’s ability to control the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the country is classified as “incipient” given the low rate of prevalence revealed by recent studies.  This is an opportunity to implement successful preventive programs. Tuberculosis is in the process of being eliminated and the goal to eradicate it completely is attainable if the control and treatment systems presently in force are maintained.

Additional goals are also likely to be achieved thanks to the reform of the health system through the System of Universal Access with Explicit Guarantees (AUGE) plan to set up a System of Health Guarantees, access, opportunity, quality and financial coverage for all beneficiaries of the public and private system. This is expected to reduce the existing equity gaps. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

Chile assumes responsibility for the indigenous populations on behalf of the State.  The National Corporation of Indigenous Development, Conadi, was legally incorporated as a public entity operating through three funds: the Land and Waters Fund; the Development Fund and the Culture Fund.

The government also called a meeting of a high level Commission, the “Commission of Historic Truth and New Treatment,” to propose a nationwide policy on development and respect for Chile’s indigenous peoples.

The multiphase integral development program for indigenous communities, better known as the Origins Program is now being implemented (IDB loan).

Also worthy of mention is the study “Investigation to evaluate the environmental impact in indigenous territories,” and the analysis of current legislation on the environment and indigenous peoples and the national level and international comparative law. 

A “register of the demand for and supply of land, waters and irrigation for indigenous peoples” is being created and will function alongside a system of indigenous territorial information.

Other initiatives undertaken are:

- School for Training Indigenous Leaders in regions VIII, IX and X, Development Fund

- Andean School for administration of the cultural historical heritage and training of tour guides 

- Accommodation Program for Higher Education students
- Scholarship program for students from the indigenous population

At the international level, the following agreements have been reached: 

- Cooperation agreement with the University of Cariboo, Kamloops, Canada.

- Agreement between Conadi–Shuswap, British Columbia, Canada.

- Cooperation agreement between the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Conadi.

- Cooperation agreement between the FAO and Conadi.
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